
Lesson 285

The Day Of Pentecost

Acts 2:1-41



MEMORY VERSE
ACTS 2:4
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
A well-worn and marked shoe.

Slips of paper with animal names on them; there should be two
slips for each animal.

A water pitcher, a clear glass, a pan, and sponges.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

The Shoe Tale
Take a shoe that has been well worn and tell a story about its life
explaining all of its marks and wears.  You can even put some
stickers indicating travel.  Grass stains, gum in the sole, a missing
heal should all have special significance to this shoe’s life.  Be sure
to give ample time to explain the significance of the foot’s
relationship to the shoe.  For example, the foot put the shoe on and
the shoe went and did whatever the foot wanted.

Explain that the shoe is controlled by the foot that wears it, and its
marks are evidence of where the foot has taken the shoe.  This is
like being indwelt and empowered by the Holy Spirit.  Our lives
and their markings should be indications of what Jesus has done
with our lives, where He has taken us.  Jesus sent the Holy Spirit
to indwell and empower us.



LESSON TIME!
In our lesson today we are going to learn about the Holy Spirit.  We
have learned a lot about God the Father and God the Son, but today
we will learn more about God the Holy Spirit.  God is shown to us in
the Bible as three persons, yet one being.  There is only one God
who functions as three persons.  All three are God and all three are
one.  This is called a Trinity.  In our lesson today we see the Holy
Spirit at work on the day of Pentecost to give birth to the church.
Pentecost was a Jewish feast that was celebrated during the harvest
when the people would give the first-fruits of their harvest to God
and trust Him to supply the rest.  On this particular feast of first-
fruits the Lord would choose to bless the harvest of souls as
thousands gave their hearts and souls to Jesus that day.

ACTS  2:1
N ow  w hen  the  D ay  o f  Pen tec os t  had  f u l l y  c om e,  they
w ere  al l  w i th  one  ac c ord  in  one  p l ac e .

Our lesson begins with the disciples gathered together in one place.
The disciples had been in Jerusalem for ten days.  Jesus told them
not to leave Jerusalem until they received a gift from God (Acts 1:4-
5).  The gift they were waiting for was the Holy Spirit.  Jesus said
the Holy Spirit would come and baptize them like John baptized
people with water in the river.  God would baptize people with His
Holy Spirit.

To help us understand this better, let’s look at Jesus’ baptism by
John.  We see three things about baptism:

1) Water baptism symbolizes salvation.  It shows Jesus’ death,
burial and resurrection and our own death to our old life and
new life in Jesus.  The first act of obedience in Jesus’ public
ministry was water baptism.



2) When Jesus was baptized, all three persons of the Trinity were
present.

Jesus in the river
God in Heaven
Holy Spirit descending

3) John baptized Jesus in water.  The Holy Spirit also came upon
Jesus to empower Him to do God’s will.

The disciples were also waiting for the power that the Holy Spirit
would bring to them.  Jesus promised them that when the Holy
Spirit came upon them, they would receive power (Acts 1:8).  What
kind of power?  Power like dynamite.  The Holy Spirit would give
them dynamic power.  This power would not be physical, but
spiritual; not power like Superman, but power to be a witness for
Jesus.  This is what the disciples were waiting for and praying for as
they came together; the power of the Holy Spirit sent by God as a
gift.  God sent the Holy Spirit to indwell and empower us.

The disciples had already accepted Jesus as their Savior and had
been baptized.  Now they were waiting for a special gift from God
to help them to be bold witnesses.  If you would like to receive this
gift from God, it is necessary to first accept Jesus as the Lord and
Savior of your life.

ACTS  2:2
And  su dden ly  there  c am e a sou nd  f rom  heav en ,  as  o f
a ru sh ing m igh ty  w ind ,  and  i t  f i l l ed  the  w ho le  hou se
w here  they  w ere  s i t t ing.

So when the 50th day after Jesus' resurrection had come, the
disciples were all together waiting for this special gift of the Holy
Spirit.  Suddenly, there was a sound; a sound like a rushing mighty
wind came from Heaven.  The sound filled the whole house where
they were sitting.



ACTS  2:3
Then  there  ap p eared  t o  them  d iv ided  t ongu es ,  as  o f
f i re ,  and  one  sat  u p on  eac h  o f  them .

When Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit came down upon Jesus
like a dove.  When the disciples were baptized with the Holy Spirit,
they saw what looked like fire coming down on them (Matthew
3:11).  The waiting was over; the Holy Spirit was coming upon
them.  God sent the Holy Spirit to indwell and empower us.

Do you remember what it was like to wait a long time for
something you wanted very badly?  Remember what it was like
when it finally came?  The disciples were getting more than they
could have hoped for.

ACTS  2:4
And  they  w ere  al l  f i l l ed  w i th  the  Ho ly  S p i r i t  and
began  to  sp eak  w i th  o ther  t ongu es ,  as  the  S p i r i t  gav e
them  u t t eranc e .

What did they receive?  They were filled with the Holy Spirit.  This
means they were overflowing with the Spirit of God.  Like a glass of
water that is spilling over the top with water.  They spoke in
languages they did not know.  The Holy Spirit was giving them
words to speak and they were speaking them out.

Speak My Language
Make pairs of animal names on slips of paper and pass them out to
your class.  When you say go, have the children make only the
sounds that that animal would make.  Have the children find their
partner, the matching animal sound.

Explain that the Jews from all over the known world recognized
their own languages on the day of Pentecost.  This was very
surprising for them because the men speaking their languages



could have had no way of learning to speak in these languages.  The
disciples were indwelt and empowered to do the work of
evangelism on the day of Pentecost.

ACTS  2:5-12
N ow  there  w ere  dw el l ing in  J eru sal em  J ew s ,  dev ou t
m en ,  f rom  ev ery  nat i on  u nder  heav en .  

And  w hen  th i s  sou nd  oc c u rred ,  the  m u l t i tu de  c am e
together ,  and  w ere  c on f u sed ,  bec au se  ev eryone  heard
them  sp eak  in  h i s  ow n  l angu age .  

Then  they  w ere  al l  am az ed  and  m arv e l ed ,  s ay ing t o
one  another ,  "Look ,  are  not  al l  t hese  w ho  sp eak
Gal i l eans ?  

And  how  i s  i t  t hat  w e  hear ,  eac h  in  ou r  ow n  l angu age
in  w h i c h  w e  w ere  born?  

Par th i ans  and  M edes  and  El am i t es ,  those  dw el l ing in
M esop otam ia,  J u dea and  Cap p adoc i a,  Pon tu s  and
As i a,

Phrygia and  Pam p hyl i a ,  Egyp t  and  the  p ar t s  o f  L ibya
ad jo in ing Cyrene ,  v i s i t or s  f rom  Rom e,  both  J ew s  and
p rose ly t es ,

Cret ans  and  Arabs --w e  hear  them  sp eak ing in  ou r
ow n  tongu es  the  w onder f u l  w orks  o f  God ."  

S o  they  w ere  al l  am az ed  and  p erp l exed ,  s ay ing t o  one
another ,  "Whatev er  c ou ld  th i s  m ean?"

People from many different nations who spoke several different
languages were visiting Jerusalem for the feast of Pentecost.  As the
disciples spoke out in the different languages, there were people



standing in the crowd who understood what they were saying.  The
Holy Spirit was helping the disciples to witness about the love of
God to other people who spoke other languages.  These visitors to
Jerusalem all heard in their own language these disciples giving
praise to God just as Jesus promised.  The power had allowed them
to be witnesses of Jesus in Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria and to
people all over the world.

ACTS  2:13
Others  m oc k ing said ,  "They  are  f u l l  o f  new  w ine ."

Sometimes when people see something or hear something they do
not understand or like, they make fun of it.  Some mocked the
disciples and said they were drunk.  Do people ever make fun of
your faith in Jesus?  Do they ever mock you?  Well, remember that
you are in great company!  The disciples and even Jesus were
mocked for righteousness’ sake.

ACTS  2:14
Bu t  Pet er ,  s t and ing u p  w i th  the  e l ev en ,  rai s ed  h i s
v o i c e  and  said  t o  them , "M en  o f  J u dea and  al l  w ho
dw el l  i n  J eru sal em , l e t  th i s  be  know n  to  you ,  and
heed  m y w ords .

Peter stood up and explained what was happening there that day.
Peter was now full of this powerful gift from God.  He was
empowered by the Holy Spirit, and he was bold.  He was no longer
afraid of these men as he was just days before.  God sent the Holy
Spirit to indwell and empower us.

We do not have to be afraid to tell people about Jesus.  We can pray
and ask the Holy Spirit to give us this power.  God wants us to
desire this power
(1 Corinthians 14:1).



ACTS  2:15-34
"For  these  are  not  d ru nk ,  as  you  su p p ose ,  s inc e  i t  i s
on ly  the  th i rd  hou r  o f  the  day .   Bu t  th i s  i s  w hat  w as
sp oken  by  the  p rop het  J oe l :

“'And  i t  shal l  c om e to  p as s  in  the  l as t  days ,  s ays  God ,
That  I  w i l l  p ou r  ou t  o f  M y  S p i r i t  on  al l  f l esh ;  you r
sons  and  you r  dau gh ters  shal l  p rop hesy ,  you r  you ng
m en  shal l  s ee  v i s i ons ,  you r  o ld  m en  shal l  d ream
dream s ,

and  on  M y m enserv an t s  and  on  M y m aid serv an t s  I
w i l l  p ou r  ou t  M y S p i r i t  i n  those  days ;  and  they  shal l
p rop hesy .  

I  w i l l  show  w onders  in  heav en  abov e  and  s i gns  in  the
ear th  beneath :  blood  and  f i re  and  v ap or  o f  sm oke .

The  su n  shal l  be  tu rned  in to  darknes s ,  and  the  m oon
in to  blood ,  bef ore  the  c om ing o f  the  great  and
notabl e  day  o f  the  Lord .  

And  i t  shal l  c om e to  p as s  that  w hoev er  c al l s  on  the
nam e o f  the  Lord  shal l  be  sav ed . '

“M en  o f  I s rae l ,  hear  these  w ords :  J esu s  o f  N az areth ,  a
M an  at t es t ed  by  God  to  you  by  m i rac l es ,  w onders ,
and  s i gns  w h i c h  God  d id  th rou gh  Him  in  you r  m ids t ,
as  you  you rse l v es  al so  know —

Him , be ing de l i v ered  by  the  det erm ined  c ou nse l  and
f oreknow ledge  o f  God ,  you  hav e  t aken  by  l aw les s
hands ,  hav e  c ru c i f i ed ,  and  p u t  t o  death ;



w hom  God  rai s ed  u p ,  hav ing l oosed  the  p ain s  o f
death ,  bec au se  i t  w as  not  p os s ibl e  that  He  shou ld  be
he ld  by  i t .  

For  D av id  says  c onc ern ing Him : “' I  f oresaw  the  Lord
alw ays  bef ore  m y f ac e ,  f or  He  i s  at  m y r i gh t  hand ,
that  I  m ay  not  be  shaken ;

theref ore  m y hear t  re j o i c ed ,  and  m y tongu e  w as  gl ad ;
m oreov er  m y f l esh  w i l l  a l so  res t  in  hop e ,

bec au se  You  w i l l  no t  l eav e  m y sou l  in  Hades ,  nor  w i l l
You  al l ow  You r  Ho ly  One t o  s ee  c orru p t ion .  

You  hav e  m ade know n  to  m e the  w ays  o f  l i f e ;  you
w i l l  m ake  m e f u l l  o f  j oy  in  You r  p resenc e . '

“M en  and  brethren ,  l e t  m e sp eak  f ree ly  t o  you  o f  the
p at r i arc h  D av id ,  that  he  i s  bo th  dead  and  bu r i ed ,
and  h i s  t om b i s  w i th  u s  t o  th i s  day .  

Theref ore ,  be ing a p rop het ,  and  know ing that  God
had  sw orn  w i th  an  oath  t o  h im  that  o f  the  f ru i t  o f
h i s  body ,  ac c ord ing t o  the  f l esh ,  He  w ou ld  rai s e  u p
the  Chr i s t  t o  s i t  on  h i s  th rone ,

he ,  f oresee ing th i s ,  sp oke  c onc ern ing the
resu rrec t i on  o f  the  Chr i s t ,  t hat  Hi s  sou l  w as  not  l e f t
in  Hades ,  nor  d id  Hi s  f l esh  s ee  c orru p t ion .

“Th i s  J esu s  God  has  rai s ed  u p ,  o f  w h i c h  w e  are  al l
w i tnes ses .  

Theref ore  be ing exal t ed  t o  the  r i gh t  hand  o f  God ,
and  hav ing rec e iv ed  f rom  the  Father  the  p rom i se  o f



the  Ho ly  S p i r i t ,  He  p ou red  ou t  th i s  w h i c h  you  now
see  and  hear .  

For  D av id  d id  not  as c end  in to  the  heav ens ,  bu t  he
says  h im se l f :  'The  Lord  said  t o  m y Lord ,  "S i t  at  M y
r igh t  hand ,

 t i l l  I  m ake  You r  enem ies  You r  f oo t s too l ."  '   

"Theref ore  l e t  al l  t he  hou se  o f  I s rae l  know  as su red ly
that  God  has  m ade th i s  J esu s ,  w hom  you  c ru c i f i ed ,
both  Lord  and  Chr i s t ."

Peter preached boldly and powerfully to the crowd of their need
for salvation.  He explained what this special gift was; it was a
fulfillment of a promise of God (Joel 2:28-32).  Then he told them
that they were sinners and were guilty of the death of Jesus.  We all
are guilty; we all have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory
(Romans 3:23).  Jesus died for us because of our sin.

ACTS  2:37-39
N ow  w hen  they  heard  th i s ,  t hey  w ere  c u t  t o  the
hear t ,  and  said  t o  Pet er  and  the  res t  o f  the  ap os t l es ,
"M en  and  brethren ,  w hat  shal l  w e  do?"  

Then  Pet er  s aid  t o  them , "Rep en t ,  and  l e t  ev ery  one
of  you  be  bap t i z ed  in  the  nam e o f  J esu s  Chr i s t  f or
the  rem i s s i on  o f  s in s ;  and  you  shal l  r ec e i v e  the  gi f t
o f  the  Ho ly  S p i r i t .  

"For  the  p rom i se  i s  t o  you  and  to  you r  c h i ld ren ,  and
to  al l  w ho  are  af ar  o f f ,  as  m any  as  the  Lord  ou r  God
w i l l  c al l ."

They asked how they were to be saved.  We need to be able to tell
people how they can be saved.  They need to repent of their sins,



and accept Jesus as Lord and Savior, believing that He died and
rose from the dead (Romans 10:9-10).  Then, they will receive
salvation as a gift (Ephesians 8:9).  Salvation is a gift from God; we
could never do anything to earn it, we just accept it freely from
God.

The gift of salvation is when the Holy Spirit comes into our lives
(John 20:22); the gift of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit is when the
Holy Spirit overflows out of us.  God sent the Holy Spirit t o
indwell and empower us.  Remember, first He has to be accepted
into our lives before He can overflow out of our lives.

ACTS  2:40-41
And  w i th  m any  o ther  w ords  he  t es t i f i ed  and  exhor t ed
them , say ing,  "Be  sav ed  f rom  th i s  p erv erse
generat i on ."

Then  those  w ho  gl ad ly  rec e iv ed  h i s  w ord  w ere
bap t i z ed ;  and  that  day  abou t  th ree  thou sand  sou l s
w ere  added  to  them .

In obedience to the command of Jesus (Matthew 28:19-20), the new
converts were baptized in water as a public profession of their faith
in Jesus as their Savior.  The Holy Spirit had brought three
thousand new converts into the church.  The Holy Spirit had
birthed the church and began to fill it up all the same day.  Oh,
what a great day!  We must always keep our hearts open to the
overflowing power of the Holy Spirit.  God baptizes us in the Holy
Spirit.  God sent the Holy Spirit to indwell and empower us.

Getting Wet
Fill a pitcher with water.  Place a clear glass on a cake pan and
surround it with dry sponges.  Begin to fill the clear glass with the
water.  When it reaches the top, continue to pour the water so that
it overflows the glass.  The sponges on the pan should absorb the



water.  Have the children come up and touch the wet sponges.  Ask
them how they got wet; what happened to the glass that changed
the sponges.

Explain that when we are baptized with the Holy Spirit, our lives
impact the lives around us.  Just like when you hug someone who
has been water baptized and get wet, so it is when you encounter
someone who has been Spirit baptized, you get “wet” by your
contact with the Holy Spirit.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of thanksgiving for the dynamic
power of the baptism of the Holy Spirit; pray that the Lord will
baptize each believer in your class with His Holy Spirit.  If there are
any children who have not yet responded to the gospel, give them
an opportunity to do so.




