
Lesson 290

Stephen

Acts 6:1-8:2



MEMORY VERSE
ACTS 6:7-8
And the word of God spread, and the number of the
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many
of the priests were obedient to the faith.  And S tephen, full
of faith and power, did great wonders and signs among the
people.

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
As many pieces of black, red, white, green and gold or yellow
construction paper as the number of children in your class,
scissors, and a stapler.

As many 3” to 4” stones as the number of children in your class
and markers.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Stump the Witness Game
Have the children role-play witnessing to one another.  Have one
child, the “believer” share his faith, and have the other, the
“skeptic,” ask as many questions as he can about Christianity.  If
the sharing child gets stuck, have the class help him out; if the
class can’t, then help the student find the right answers for the
“skeptic.”



LESSON TIME!
Stephen was the first Christian to be killed for his faith.  He was a
witness for God because of his service to others and his profession
of faith in Jesus.  We first hear of Stephen in Acts chapter six.
Stephen's example shows us that we should tell others about
Jesus wherever we go.

It’s not always easy to share our faith.  We might think that people
will laugh at us or not like us any more.  But we will learn that
Stephen was killed for his stand for Jesus.  There are still many
people in the world today who are persecuted for their faith.  That
means that they suffer because they make a stand for Jesus.  In our
lesson today we will learn about what it means to be a martyr and
to suffer for the truth.

ACTS  6:1-7
N ow  in  those  days ,  w hen  the  nu m ber  o f  the  d i s c ip l es
w as  m u l t ip ly ing,  there  arose  a m u rm u r ing again s t
the  Hebrew s  by  the  He l l en i s t s ,  bec au se  the i r  w idow s
w ere  negl ec t ed  in  the  dai l y  d i s t r ibu t ion .  

Then  the  tw e lv e  su m m oned  the  m u l t i tu de  o f  the
d i s c ip l es  and  said ,  " I t  i s  no t  des i rabl e  that  w e  shou ld
l eav e  the  w ord  o f  God  and  serv e  t abl es .  

"Theref ore ,  brethren ,  s eek  ou t  f rom  am ong you  sev en
m en  o f  good  rep u tat i on ,  f u l l  o f  the  Ho ly  S p i r i t  and
w i sdom , w hom  w e m ay  ap p o in t  ov er  th i s  bu s ines s ;  

"bu t  w e  w i l l  gi v e  ou rse l v es  c on t inu al l y  t o  p rayer  and
to  the  m in i s t ry  o f  the  w ord ."

 And  the  say ing p l eased  the  w ho le  m u l t i tu de .  And
they  c hose  S t ep hen ,  a m an  f u l l  o f  f ai th  and  the  Ho ly



S p i r i t ,  and  Ph i l ip ,  Proc horu s ,  N i c anor ,  T im on ,
Parm enas ,  and  N i c o l as ,  a  p rose ly t e  f rom  Ant ioc h ,

w hom  they  s e t  bef ore  the  ap os t l es ;  and  w hen  they
had  p rayed ,  they  l aid  hands  on  them .  

And  the  w ord  o f  God  sp read ,  and  the  nu m ber  o f  the
d i s c ip l es  m u l t ip l i ed  great l y  in  J eru sal em , and  a
great  m any  o f  the  p r i es t s  w ere  obed ien t  t o  the  f ai th .

Stephen was full of faith, meaning He trusted in God; he was full of
the Holy Spirit and led by God.  Stephen was chosen, because of
these characteristics, to serve in the church and make sure that all
of the needy received help.  These are all good characteristics to
have in leaders.  These men became known as deacons and they
served the church in a special way.

When a leader in the church is chosen it is important that they are
filled with the Holy Spirit and are living a life according to God’s
word.  Deacons are leaders in the church.  They lead by example.
They are kind of like “servant-leaders” because they are leading by
serving.  They take care of so many things in the church, like
cleaning up or helping others.  They have a very important job in
the church.

ACTS  6:8
And  S t ep hen ,  f u l l  o f  f ai th  and  p ow er ,  d id  great
w onders  and  s i gns  am ong the  p eop le .

Stephen, empowered by God, did signs and wonders among the
people.  This was a display of God's power.  Some people who did
not like Stephen's message wanted to stop him from telling people
about Jesus, but Stephen is an example to us that We should tell
others about Jesus wherever we go.



We learn here that God used Stephen in a powerful way.  He told
others about Jesus and the Lord used him to help others.  God also
wants to use our lives if we will let Him and live our lives
obediently to His will.

Share Your Faith
Have your class make copies of the “Wordless” book.  You will need
a piece of black, red, white, green and gold or yellow construction
paper for each child in your class.  Staple a small booklet of the
sheets in the following order and explain what each color stands
for:

BLACK:  The condition of each of our sinful hearts.
RED: The blood that Jesus shed to wash away our sins.
WHITE: The condition of our hearts after we receive Jesus.
GREEN: Our growth by the Holy Spirit after receiving Jesus.
YELLOW: The streets of gold in Heaven promised to all believers.

Have the children think of someone in their lives they can share
the gospel message with.  Pray with the class for boldness to share
this message with the person they think of, or any other needy
person the Lord brings into their lives.

ACTS  6:9-12
Then  there  arose  som e f rom  w hat  i s  c al l ed  the
S ynagogu e  o f  the  Freedm en  (Cyren ians ,
Al exandr i ans ,  and  those  f rom  C i l i c i a and  As i a) ,
d i sp u t ing w i th  S t ep hen .  

And  they  w ere  not  abl e  t o  res i s t  the  w i sdom  and  the
S p i r i t  by  w h i c h  he  sp oke .

 Then  they  s ec ret l y  indu c ed  m en  to  say ,  "We hav e
heard  h im  sp eak  bl asp hem ou s  w ords  again s t  M oses
and  God ."  



And  they  s t i r red  u p  the  p eop le ,  the  e lders ,  and  the
sc r ibes ;  and  they  c am e u p on  h im , s e i z ed  h im , and
brou ght  h im  to  the  c ou nc i l .

Everything Stephen spoke of concerning his faith in Jesus was so
wise and true that the people could not argue with him.  They
decided to make up stories about Stephen so that everyone would
want to get rid of him.  Since he spoke of grace and salvation by
faith, they said he was dishonoring God, Moses, and the law.  The
people became angry and took Stephen to the authorities.

Sometimes there may be people who are not very happy with what
you have to share about Jesus.  They may not be comfortable with
changing their lives or repenting from sin in order to come to
Jesus.  Or they just aren’t comfortable with Jesus.  So they try to
take it out on the person giving the message about Jesus.

ACTS  6:13-7:1
They  al so  s e t  u p  f al s e  w i tnes ses  w ho  said ,  "Th i s  m an
does  not  c ease  t o  sp eak  bl asp hem ou s  w ords  again s t
th i s  ho ly  p l ac e  and  the  l aw ;

f or  w e  hav e  heard  h im  say  that  th i s  J esu s  o f
N az areth  w i l l  des t roy  th i s  p l ac e  and  c hange  the
c u s tom s  w h i c h  M oses  de l i v ered  t o  u s ."  

And  al l  w ho  sat  in  the  c ou nc i l ,  l ook ing s t ead f as t l y  at
h im , s aw  h i s  f ac e  as  the  f ac e  o f  an  ange l .  

Then  the  h i gh  p r i es t  s aid ,  "Are  these  th ings  so?"

They continued to come up with false charges against Stephen.
The Jewish High Priest asked Stephen if it was true that he said
things to dishonor God and the law.  Stephen defended himself by
telling the Jews of their history.  He told of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob.  He told of Joseph and the Jews in Egypt.  He spoke of Israel's



deliverance by Moses.  Then Stephen spoke of how Israel had many
times rejected God, turned to idolatry, and sought their own
desires.

ACTS  7:2-53
And  he  said ,  "M en  and  brethren  and  f athers ,  l i s t en :
The  God  o f  gl ory  ap p eared  t o  ou r  f ather  Abraham
w hen  he  w as  in  M esop otam ia,  bef ore  he  dw el t  in
Haran ,

and  said  t o  h im , 'Get  ou t  o f  you r  c ou nt ry  and  f rom
you r  re l at i v es ,  and  c om e to  a l and  that  I  w i l l  show
you . '

Then  he  c am e ou t  o f  the  l and  o f  the  Chaldeans  and
dw el t  in  Haran .  And  f rom  there ,  w hen  h i s  f ather  w as
dead ,  He  m ov ed  h im  to  th i s  l and  in  w h i c h  you  now
dw el l .  

And  God  gav e  h im  no  inher i t anc e  in  i t ,  no t  ev en
enou gh  to  s e t  h i s  f oo t  on .  Bu t  ev en  w hen  Abraham
had  no  c h i ld ,  He  p rom i sed  t o  gi v e  i t  t o  h im  f or  a
p os ses s i on ,  and  to  h i s  desc endant s  af t er  h im .  

Bu t  God  sp oke  in  th i s  w ay :  that  h i s  desc endant s
w ou ld  so j ou rn  in  a f ore i gn  l and ,  and  that  they  w ou ld
br ing them  in to  bondage  and  op p res s  them  f ou r
hu ndred  years .  

'And  the  nat i on  t o  w hom  they  w i l l  be  in  bondage  I
w i l l  j u dge , '  s aid  God ,  'and  af t er  that  they  shal l  c om e
ou t  and  serv e  M e in  th i s  p l ac e . '

“Then  He  gav e  h im  the  c ov enan t  o f  c i r c u m c i s i on ;  and
so  Abraham  begot  I s aac  and  c i r c u m c i sed  h im  on  the



e i gh th  day ;  and  I s aac  begot  J ac ob,  and  J ac ob begot
the  tw e lv e  p at r i arc hs .  
And  the  p at r i arc hs ,  bec om ing env iou s ,  so ld  J osep h
in to  Egyp t .  Bu t  God  w as  w i th  h im

and  de l i v ered  h im  ou t  o f  al l  h i s  t rou bles ,  and  gav e
h im  f av or  and  w i sdom  in  the  p resenc e  o f  Pharaoh ,
k ing o f  Egyp t ;  and  he  m ade h im  gov ernor  ov er  Egyp t
and  al l  h i s  hou se .  

N ow  a f am ine  and  great  t rou ble  c am e ov er  al l  t he
l and  o f  Egyp t  and  Canaan ,  and  ou r  f athers  f ou nd  no
su s t enanc e .  

Bu t  w hen  J ac ob heard  that  there  w as  grain  in  Egyp t ,
he  s en t  ou t  ou r  f athers  f i r s t .  

And  the  s ec ond  t im e J osep h  w as  m ade know n  to  h i s
bro thers ,  and  J osep h 's  f am i ly  bec am e know n  to  the
Pharaoh .  

Then  J osep h  sen t  and  c al l ed  h i s  f ather  J ac ob and  al l
h i s  re l at i v es  t o  h im , s ev en ty -f i v e  p eop le .  

S o  J ac ob w en t  dow n  to  Egyp t ;  and  he  d i ed ,  he  and
ou r  f athers .

And  they  w ere  c arr i ed  bac k  t o  S hec hem  and  l aid  in
the  t om b that  Abraham  bou ght  f or  a su m  of  m oney
f rom  the  sons  o f  Ham or ,  the  f ather  o f  S hec hem .

“Bu t  w hen  the  t im e o f  the  p rom i se  d rew  near  w h i c h
God  had  sw orn  t o  Abraham , the  p eop le  grew  and
m u l t ip l i ed  in  Egyp t

t i l l  another  k ing arose  w ho  d id  not  know  J osep h .  



Th i s  m an  deal t  t reac herou s ly  w i th  ou r  p eop le ,  and
op p res sed  ou r  f ore f athers ,  m ak ing them  exp ose  the i r
babi es ,  so  that  they  m igh t  not  l i v e .  

At  th i s  t im e M oses  w as  born ,  and  w as  w e l l  p l eas ing t o
God ;  and  he  w as  brou gh t  u p  in  h i s  f ather 's  hou se  f or
three  m onths .  

Bu t  w hen  he  w as  s e t  ou t ,  Pharaoh 's  dau gh ter  t ook
h im  aw ay  and  brou gh t  h im  u p  as  her  ow n  son .  

And  M oses  w as  l earned  in  al l  t he  w i sdom  of  the
Egyp t i ans ,  and  w as  m igh ty  in  w ords  and  deeds .  

Bu t  w hen  he  w as  f or ty  years  o ld ,  i t  c am e in to  h i s
hear t  t o  v i s i t  h i s  brethren ,  the  c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l .  

And  see ing one  o f  them  su f f er  w rong,  he  def ended
and  av enged  h im  w ho  w as  op p res sed ,  and  s t ru c k
dow n  the  Egyp t i an .  

For  he  su p p osed  that  h i s  brethren  w ou ld  hav e
u nders tood  that  God  w ou ld  de l i v er  them  by  h i s
hand ,  bu t  they  d id  not  u nders t and .  

And  the  next  day  he  ap p eared  t o  tw o  o f  them  as  they
w ere  f i gh t ing,  and  t r i ed  t o  rec onc i l e  them , s ay ing,
'M en ,  you  are  brethren ;  w hy  do  you  w rong one
another ?'  

Bu t  he  w ho  d id  h i s  ne i ghbor  w rong p u shed  h im  aw ay ,
say ing,  'Who  m ade you  a ru l er  and  a j u dge  ov er  u s ?  

D o  you  w ant  t o  k i l l  m e as  you  d id  the  Egyp t i an
yes t erday?'  



Then ,  at  th i s  s ay ing,  M oses  f l ed  and  bec am e a
so jou rner  in  the  l and  o f  M id ian ,  w here  he  had  tw o
sons .

“And  w hen  f or ty  years  had  p as sed ,  an  Ange l  o f  the
Lord  ap p eared  t o  h im  in  a f l am e o f  f i r e  in  a bu sh ,  in
the  w i ldernes s  o f  M ou nt  S inai .  

When  M oses  s aw  i t ,  he  m arv e l ed  at  the  s i gh t ;  and  as
he  d rew  near  t o  observ e ,  the  v o i c e  o f  the  Lord  c am e
to  h im ,

say ing,  ' I  am  the  God  o f  you r  f athers --the  God  o f
Abraham , the  God  o f  I s aac ,  and  the  God  o f  J ac ob. '
And  M oses  t rem bled  and  dared  not  l ook .  

Then  the  Lord  said  t o  h im , "Take  you r  sandal s  o f f
you r  f ee t ,  f or  the  p l ac e  w here  you  s t and  i s  ho ly
grou nd .  

I  hav e  c er t ain ly  s een  the  op p res s i on  o f  m y p eop le
w ho  are  in  Egyp t ;  I  hav e  heard  the i r  groan ing and
hav e  c om e dow n  to  de l i v er  them . And  now  c om e,  I
w i l l  s end  you  to  Egyp t ."  '

“Th i s  M oses  w hom  they  re j ec t ed ,  s ay ing,  'Who  m ade
you  a ru l er  and  a j u dge?'  i s  the  one  God  sen t  t o  be  a
ru l er  and  a de l i v erer  by  the  hand  o f  the  Ange l  w ho
ap p eared  t o  h im  in  the  bu sh .  

He  brou gh t  them  ou t ,  af t er  he  had  show n  w onders
and  s i gns  in  the  l and  o f  Egyp t ,  and  in  the  Red  S ea,
and  in  the  w i ldernes s  f or ty  years .  



Th i s  i s  that  M oses  w ho  said  t o  the  c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l ,
'The  Lord  you r  God  w i l l  rai s e  u p  f or  you  a Prop het
l i ke  m e f rom  you r  brethren .  Him  you  shal l  hear . '  

Th i s  i s  he  w ho  w as  in  the  c ongregat i on  in  the
w i ldernes s  w i th  the  Ange l  w ho  sp oke  t o  h im  on
M ou nt  S inai ,  and  w i th  ou r  f athers ,  the  one  w ho
rec e iv ed  the  l i v ing orac l es  t o  gi v e  t o  u s ,

w hom  ou r  f athers  w ou ld  not  obey ,  bu t  re j ec t ed .  And
in  the i r  hear t s  they  tu rned  bac k  t o  Egyp t ,

s ay ing t o  Aaron ,  'M ake  u s  gods  t o  go  bef ore  u s ;  as  f or
th i s  M oses  w ho  brou gh t  u s  ou t  o f  the  l and  o f  Egyp t ,
w e  do  not  know  w hat  has  bec om e o f  h im . '  

And  they  m ade a c al f  i n  those  days ,  o f f ered
sac r i f i c es  t o  the  ido l ,  and  re j o i c ed  in  the  w orks  o f
the i r  ow n  hands .

“Then  God  tu rned  and  gav e  them  u p  to  w orsh ip  the
hos t  o f  heav en ,  as  i t  i s  w r i t t en  in  the  book  o f  the
Prop het s :  'D id  you  o f f er  M e s l au gh tered  an im al s  and
sac r i f i c es  du r ing f or ty  years  in  the  w i ldernes s ,  O
hou se  o f  I s rae l ?  

Yes ,  you  t ook  u p  the  t abernac l e  o f  M oloc h ,  and  the
s t ar  o f  you r  god  Rem p han ,  im ages  w h i c h  you  m ade t o
w orsh ip ;  and  I  w i l l  c ar ry  you  aw ay  beyond  Baby lon . '  

Ou r  f athers  had  the  t abernac l e  o f  w i tnes s  in  the
w i ldernes s ,  as  He  ap p o in t ed ,  in s t ru c t ing M oses  t o
m ake  i t  ac c ord ing t o  the  p at t ern  that  he  had  seen ,

w h i c h  ou r  f athers ,  hav ing rec e iv ed  i t  i n  tu rn ,  al so
brou ght  w i th  J oshu a in to  the  l and  p os ses sed  by  the



Gent i l es ,  w hom  God  d rov e  ou t  bef ore  the  f ac e  o f  ou r
f athers  u n t i l  t he  days  o f  D av id ,

w ho  f ou nd  f av or  bef ore  God  and  asked  t o  f ind  a
dw el l ing f or  the  God  o f  J ac ob.  

Bu t  S o lom on  bu i l t  Him  a hou se .  

How ev er ,  the  M os t  High  does  not  dw el l  i n  t em p les
m ade w i th  hands ,  as  the  p rop het  s ays :  

'Heav en  i s  M y  th rone ,  and  ear th  i s  M y  f oo t s too l .
What  hou se  w i l l  you  bu i ld  f or  M e? says  the  Lord ,  or
w hat  i s  the  p l ac e  o f  M y  res t ?   

Has  M y hand  not  m ade al l  t hese  th ings ?'

“You  s t i f f nec ked  and  u nc i rc u m c i sed  in  hear t  and
ears ! You  alw ays  res i s t  the  Ho ly  S p i r i t ;  as  you r
f athers  d id ,  so  do  you .  

Wh ic h  o f  the  p rop het s  d id  you r  f athers  not
p ersec u te?  And  they  k i l l ed  those  w ho  f oreto ld  the
c om ing o f  the  J u s t  One ,  o f  w hom  you  now  hav e
bec om e the  bet rayers  and  m u rderers ,

w ho  hav e  rec e iv ed  the  l aw  by  the  d i rec t i on  o f  ange l s
and  hav e  not  kep t  i t ."

Stephen told the people they were guilty of the same thing their
ancestors were guilty of.  Their ancestors had killed the prophets
who spoke of Jesus' coming and now the Jews had killed Jesus who
was greater than any of the prophets.  Stephen called them
betrayers and murderers and he pointed out the fact that they
defended the Law of Moses but they did not obey the law



themselves.  The people knew Stephen was right and they became
angry with him.

Stephen was very direct with the religious leaders.  He was filled
with the Holy Spirit and he spoke with great boldness to the
leaders.  God used him that day to speak forth His truth.  He also
wants to use us in situations we come across everyday.  Is there
something we could say about Jesus to help someone to
understand who He is?

ACTS  7:54-57
When  they  heard  these  th ings  they  w ere  c u t  t o  the
hear t ,  and  they  gnashed  at  h im  w i th  the i r  t ee th .  

Bu t  he ,  be ing f u l l  o f  the  Ho ly  S p i r i t ,  gaz ed  in to
heav en  and  saw  the  glory  o f  God ,

and  J esu s  s t and ing at  the  r i gh t  hand  o f  God ,  and
said ,  "Look ! I  s ee  the  heav ens  op ened  and  the  S on  o f
M an  s t and ing at  the  r i gh t  hand  o f  God !"  

Then  they  c r i ed  ou t  w i th  a l ou d  v o i c e ,  s t op p ed  the i r
ears ,  and  ran  at  h im  w i th  one  ac c ord . . .

Stephen was full of the Holy Spirit and as he witnessed he saw God
in His glory and Jesus standing at God's right hand.  The people
were so angry that they wouldn’t even listen to him any more.
They closed their ears and ran at him.  Like Stephen, we should
tell others about Jesus wherever we go.

It is interesting that he saw Jesus standing at the right hand of God.
We are told everywhere else in the Bible that Jesus is sitting at the
right hand of God.  But He knew what was about to happen to his
precious servant Stephen.  His standing up seems to indicate great
interest in Stephen’s situation.  God is also concerned about His



people who are persecuted today.  They have a very special place
in His heart.

ACTS  7:58-60
and  they  c as t  h im  ou t  o f  the  c i t y  and  s toned  h im .
And  the  w i tnes ses  l aid  dow n  the i r  c l o thes  at  the  f ee t
o f  a you ng m an  nam ed  S au l .  

And  they  s t oned  S t ep hen  as  he  w as  c al l ing on  God
and  say ing,  "Lord  J esu s ,  rec e i v e  m y sp i r i t ."  

Then  he  kne l t  dow n  and  c r i ed  ou t  w i th  a l ou d  v o i c e ,
"Lord ,  do  not  c harge  them  w i th  th i s  s in ."  And  w hen
he had  said  th i s ,  he  f e l l  as l eep .

Then the people took hold of Stephen and threw stones at him.
Even as Stephen was dying he called on God.  And he was not angry
with the people who were stoning him.  He asked God to forgive
them of what they were doing.  Stephen did not preach to prove he
was right, he truly wanted the people to believe in Jesus and be
saved.  We can learn from Stephen’s example that We should tell
others about Jesus wherever we go.

Even though it caused him harm, he still stood for what was right.
We may not have to worry about being killed for what we believe
in, but are there times when we need to make a stand for what is
right.  Even if others laugh at us or think we are different.

ACTS  8:1-2
N ow  S au l  w as  c onsen t ing t o  h i s  death .  At  that  t im e a
great  p ersec u t ion  arose  again s t  the  c hu rc h  w h i c h  w as
at  J eru sal em ; and  they  w ere  al l  s c at t ered  th rou ghou t
the  regions  o f  J u dea and  S am ar i a,  exc ep t  the
ap os t l es .  



And  dev ou t  m en  c arr i ed  S t ep hen  to  h i s  bu r i al ,  and
m ade great  l am entat i on  ov er  h im .

Stephen was the first of many who would die for their faith.  After
his death, the church was heavily persecuted.  The church was
scattered as people sought to persecute them.  All of the Christians
who knew Stephen were greatly saddened by his death.

Stephen is a great example to us today.  He was faithful in the little
things; he was a servant.  He was a witness in many ways; he was
not afraid to talk about Jesus.  He trusted in God and did not fear
what man would do to Him.  We should follow his example by being
a witness for Christ and seeking to bring others into relationship
with Him.  We should tell others about Jesus wherever we go.

Martyr Memorial
Bring as many 3” to 4” stones as the number of children in your
class.  After hearing the story of Stephen, give each child a stone
and a marker (test ahead of time to make sure the marker will work
on the type of stone you have).

Have the children write part of the memory verse on their stones
or the scripture reference.  Ask them to remember to pray for the
people around the world today who suffer for sharing their faith
and refusing to bow to other gods.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to share their faith in
Jesus Christ with anyone the Lord brings into their lives.  If there
are any children who have not yet responded to the gospel, give
them an opportunity to do so.




