
Lesson 304

The Riot At Ephesus

Acts 19:11-41



MEMORY VERSE
ACTS 19:20
So the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed.

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
A branch or poster board, wrapped fruit snacks and clothespins or
tape.

Construction paper, scissors, crayons or markers, and glue sticks.

A stalk of celery, water and red food coloring.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

The Fruit Snack Tree
Make a fruit snack tree with a branch or a poster.  Take wrapped
fruit snacks and paperclip it to the branch or tape it to the drawn
poster tree.

Instruct your class to mimic you as you do several different
gestures.  Pat your head, clap your hands, snap your fingers, and
pantomime a variety of motions.  When you have done a few, stop
the class and now show them the fruit snack tree.  Tell them that
you want them mimic to you again, but this time they will be
rewarded.  Take them through the paces, but make it more difficult
by increasing speed and complexity.  Allow the children to come
and receive a reward.

Explain to your class that faithfulness to the tasks set before us will
reap a “fruitful” reward.  Faithfulness leads to a fruitful life.



LESSON TIME!
The Apostle Paul ministered in Ephesus for two years and "all who
lived in Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks”
(Acts 19:10).  His ministry was so effective, that all of the people
who lived in the province of Asia heard the gospel.  Paul's
faithfulness in his service to the Lord led to a fruitful life, what a
tremendous testimony of faithfulness.  In our lesson today we will
learn that faithfulness leads to a fruitful life.

ACTS  19:11-12
N ow  God  w orked  u nu su al  m i rac l es  by  the  hands  o f
Pau l ,

so  that  ev en  handkerc h i e f s  or  ap rons  w ere  brou gh t
f rom  h i s  body  to  the  s i c k ,  and  the  d i s eases  l e f t  them
and  the  ev i l  sp i r i t s  w en t  ou t  o f  them .

What a fruitful ministry!  It seems as though everybody knew what
the Apostle Paul was saying and doing.  It is very clear that God's
hand of blessing and approval was on Paul.  From the time of his
conversion, Paul had surrendered his life to Jesus, allowing Jesus to
live through him.  He counted it a privilege to share the gospel with
others, because he was committed in his heart to please the Lord,
wishing that no one would perish.  Faithfulness leads to a
fruitful life, and all of Asia was impacted by the life of Paul.

God had confirmed Paul's ministry by miracles, which were
displayed by great works of power.  Handkerchiefs and aprons were
tangible symbols of God's power through his servant Paul, though
they had no magical power in themselves.  Paul's ministry
demonstrated that the power of the Holy Spirit was real and the
plague of disease and demons were under His control.



Paul’s Handkerchiefs
Cut several different colors of construction paper into 1” strips.
Stack them so they are thin enough stack to cut through and make
triangles out of the 1” strips.  Take whole sheets of construction
paper and have your class fold them in half to make cards.  With
glue sticks let them paste the different color triangles to make
whatever pattern or picture they would like.

Explain to your class that they are making get well cards or cards of
encouragement to anyone they know that needs it.  As they work go
around the class and ask each student who his card is for.  Pray
with each child for the recipient.

Tell your class that even though these cards don’t have the
supernatural power to heal, God does and we need to pray for
those who are sick.

ACTS  19:13-20
Then  som e o f  the  i t ineran t  J ew i sh  exorc i s t s  t ook  i t
u p on  them se lv es  t o  c al l  t he  nam e o f  the  Lord  J esu s
ov er  those  w ho  had  ev i l  sp i r i t s ,  s ay ing,  "We exorc i s e
you  by  the  J esu s  w hom  Pau l  p reac hes ."  

Al so  there  w ere  s ev en  sons  o f  S c ev a,  a J ew i sh  c h i e f
p r i es t ,  w ho  d id  so .

 And  the  ev i l  sp i r i t  answ ered  and  said ,  " J esu s  I  know ,
and  Pau l  I  know ; bu t  w ho  are  you ?"

Then  the  m an  in  w hom  the  ev i l  sp i r i t  w as  l eap ed  on
them , ov erp ow ered  them , and  p rev ai l ed  again s t
them , so  that  they  f l ed  ou t  o f  that  hou se  naked  and
w ou nded .  



Th i s  bec am e know n  both  t o  al l  J ew s  and  Greeks
dw el l ing in  Ep hesu s ;  and  f ear  f e l l  on  them  al l ,  and
the  nam e o f  the  Lord  J esu s  w as  m agn i f i ed .

And  m any  w ho  had  be l i ev ed  c am e c on f es s ing and
te l l ing the i r  deeds .

 Al so ,  m any  o f  those  w ho  had  p rac t i c ed  m agi c
brou ght  the i r  books  t ogether  and  bu rned  them  in  the
s i gh t  o f  al l .   And  they  c ou nted  u p  the  v alu e  o f  them ,
and  i t  t o t al ed  f i f t y  thou sand  p i ec es  o f  s i l v er .  

S o  the  w ord  o f  the  Lord  grew  m igh t i l y  and  p rev ai l ed .

It was not unusual for Jewish priests to pray for those who were
demon possessed, but it was unusual for them to use the name of
Jesus Christ.  Since they had no personal relationship with Jesus,
failure was inevitable because they were on their own.

The sons of Sceva were impressed by Paul's work, whose power to
cast out demons came from God's Holy Spirit and not witchcraft,
which was popular in Ephesus.  They discovered however, that one
could not control or duplicate God's power.  These men were
calling upon the name without knowing the person.  The power to
change people is in the person of Jesus Christ.

Ephesus was considered a center for black magic and other occult
practices.  The people sought spells to give them wealth, happiness,
and success.  Superstition and sorcery were commonplace, but
God's power was greater.  The apostle Paul made a big impact in
this community because of his faithfulness to the Lord.  He stood
against the opposition of Satan and the Word of the Lord was
taught and proclaimed to everyone and it prevailed.  Faithfulness
leads to a fruitful life.



Many people turned from their wicked ways and destroyed every
article of their sorcery.  They wanted a clean start as they got rid of
the things in their lives that caused them to sin.  The total value of
the magical books and spells that they burned was equivalent to
the total salaries of 150 men working for a whole year.

Wow!  What a sacrifice, but what a lesson for us! If there is
something in our lives that does not please the Lord and causes us
to sin, we need to get rid of it.  God desires for us to have a fruitful
life that will make an impact for His kingdom.  Habitual sin has no
room in the life of a Christian.  Faithfulness leads to a fruitful
life.

ACTS  19:21-22
When  these  th ings  w ere  ac c om p l i shed ,  Pau l  p u rp osed
in  the  S p i r i t ,  w hen  he  had  p as sed  th rou gh  M ac edon ia
and  Ac haia,  t o  go  t o  J eru sal em , s ay ing,  "Af t er  I  hav e
been  there ,  I  m u s t  al so  s ee  Rom e."  

S o  he  s en t  in to  M ac edon ia tw o  o f  those  w ho
m in i s t ered  t o  h im , T im othy  and  Eras tu s ,  bu t  he
h im se l f  s t ayed  in  As i a f or  a t im e .

Paul desired to visit the churches of Macedonia and Achaiam but
because his ministry was not done in Asia, he sent Timothy and
Erastus.  Both of these men were faithful to assist Paul, having the
same commitment to spread the gospel.  Faithfulness leads to a
fruitful life.

God is more concerned with faithfulness than results.  We need to
follow Paul's example as did Timothy and Erastus.  Their example
shows us to press on in our service for the Lord.  As we serve the
Lord, we can leave the results to Him.

The Lord desires that we focus on doing His will from our hearts
each day.  Don't miss out on the wonderful ways God wants to use



and bless you.  Faithfulness leads to a fruitful life.  A faithful
man will abound with blessings (Proverbs 28:20).

ACTS  19:23-27
And  abou t  that  t im e there  arose  a great  c om m ot ion
abou t  the  Way .  

For  a c er t ain  m an  nam ed  D em et r iu s ,  a  s i l v er sm i th ,
w ho  m ade s i l v er  sh r ines  o f  D iana,  brou gh t  no  sm al l
p ro f i t  t o  the  c raf t sm en .  

He  c al l ed  them  together  w i th  the  w orkers  o f  s im i l ar
oc c u p at ion ,  and  said :  "M en ,  you  know  that  w e  hav e
ou r  p rosp er i t y  by  th i s  t rade .  

“M oreov er  you  see  and  hear  that  not  on ly  at  Ep hesu s ,
bu t  th rou ghou t  alm os t  al l  As i a ,  th i s  Pau l  has
p ersu aded  and  tu rned  aw ay  m any  p eop le ,  s ay ing that
they  are  not  gods  w h i c h  are  m ade w i th  hands .  

“S o  not  on ly  i s  th i s  t rade  o f  ou rs  in  danger  o f  f al l i ng
in to  d i s rep u te ,  bu t  al so  the  t em p le  o f  the  great
goddes s  D iana m ay  be  desp i s ed  and  her  m agn i f i c enc e
des t royed ,  w hom  al l  As i a and  the  w or ld  w orsh ip ."

Demetrius and his silversmiths were promoting idolatry and
immorality in order to make a living, while Paul was declaring the
true God.  The gospel brought about a change in the lives of those
who received it by living a life of holiness.  The implications of this
would result in bad business for Demetrius and his friends.

Paul's faithfulness in ministry among a city filled with idolatry
brought about a change that led others to the Lord.  Even in the
midst of wickedness, Paul's faithfulness resulted in a fruitful
ministry for God's kingdom.  Faithfulness leads to a fruitful
life.



ACTS  19:28-41
And  w hen  they  heard  th i s ,  t hey  w ere  f u l l  o f  w rath
and  c r i ed  ou t ,  s ay ing,  "Great  i s  D i ana o f  the
Ep hes i ans !"  

S o  the  w ho le  c i t y  w as  f i l l ed  w i th  c on f u s ion ,  and
ru shed  in to  the  theat er  w i th  one  ac c ord ,  hav ing
se i z ed  Gaiu s  and  Ar i s t arc hu s ,  M ac edon ians ,  Pau l 's
t rav e l  c om p an ions .

And  w hen  Pau l  w an ted  t o  go  in  t o  the  p eop le ,  the
d i s c ip l es  w ou ld  not  al l ow  h im .  

Then  som e o f  the  o f f i c i al s  o f  As i a ,  w ho  w ere  h i s
f r i ends ,  s en t  t o  h im  p l ead ing that  he  w ou ld  not
v en tu re  in to  the  theat er .  

S om e theref ore  c r i ed  one  th ing and  som e another ,
f or  the  as sem bly  w as  c on f u sed ,  and  m os t  o f  them  d id
not  know  w hy  they  had  c om e together .

And  they  d rew  Al exander  ou t  o f  the  m u l t i tu de ,  the
J ew s  p u t t ing h im  f orw ard .   And  Al exander  m ot ioned
w i th  h i s  hand ,  and  w anted  t o  m ake  h i s  def ense  t o  the
p eop le .  

Bu t  w hen  they  f ou nd  ou t  that  he  w as  a J ew ,  al l  w i th
one  v o i c e  c r i ed  ou t  f or  abou t  tw o  hou rs ,  "Great  i s
D iana o f  the  Ep hes i ans !"

And  w hen  the  c i t y  c l erk  had  qu i e t ed  the  c row d ,  he
said :  "M en  o f  Ep hesu s ,  w hat  m an  i s  there  w ho  does
not  know  that  the  c i t y  o f  the  Ep hes i ans  i s  t em p le
gu ard ian  o f  the  great  goddes s  D iana,  and  o f  the
im age  w h i c h  f e l l  dow n  f rom  Z eu s ?  



“Theref ore ,  s inc e  these  th ings  c annot  be  den i ed ,  you
ou ght  t o  be  qu i e t  and  do  noth ing rash ly .  

“For  you  hav e  brou gh t  these  m en  here  w ho  are
ne i ther  robbers  o f  t em p les  nor  bl asp hem ers  o f  you r
goddes s .  

“Theref ore ,  i f  D em et r iu s  and  h i s  f e l l ow  c raf t sm en
hav e  a c ase  again s t  anyone ,  the  c ou r t s  are  op en  and
there  are  p roc onsu l s .   Le t  them  br ing c harges  again s t
one  another .  

“Bu t  i f  you  hav e  any  o ther  inqu i ry  t o  m ake ,  i t  shal l
be  det erm ined  in  the  l aw f u l  as sem bly .  

“For  w e  are  in  danger  o f  be ing c al l ed  in  qu es t i on  f or
today 's  u p roar ,  there  be ing no  reason  w h i c h  w e  m ay
giv e  t o  ac c ou nt  f or  th i s  d i sorder ly  gather ing."  

And  w hen  he  had  said  these  th ings ,  he  d i sm i s sed  the
as sem bly .

Demetrius’ strategy for stirring up a riot brought about a large
gathering, resulting in the arrest of Paul's traveling companions,
Gaius and Aristarchus.   Jesus does not promise us escape from
persecution, but a way through it.  He also promises not to send us
through it alone.  He said, "I am with you always, even to the end of
the age" (Matthew 28:20).

Paul was eager to defend the gospel, ready to take on his
opponents.  But the Christians did not let him.  Here again, we see
the faithfulness of Paul not only to the gospel, but also to his
faithful friends.

The mob had become anti-Jewish as well as anti-Christian.  This
Alexander may have been pulled forward by the Jews as a



spokesman to explain that the Jews had no part in the economic
problem of the silversmiths.

The city of Ephesus was under the domination of the Roman
Empire and it was the responsibility of the local city leaders to
maintain peace and order.  It was possible for them to lose their
position and the city could be put under martial law, losing many
civic freedoms.

The riot in Ephesus showed Paul that it was time to move on, but
the result of his ministry made an everlasting impact for the
kingdom of God.  The church in Ephesus flourished because of the
faithfulness of Paul and his companions.  Faithfulness leads to a
fruitful life.  God can use us also.  No matter who we are or where
we live, we can make an impact for the kingdom of God, if we are
only faithful.

See Food
Take a stalk of celery and soak it over night in a solution of water
and red food coloring.  In the morning the celery will have
absorbed the color.  Use the celery as an object lesson for your
class.  Explain that whatever we immerse ourselves in will be the
character of our lives.  If we live for Jesus, faithful to Him, His fruit
will be the character of our lives.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to be faithful to the
Lord, asking him to make each life fruitful.  If there are any
children who have not yet responded to the gospel, give them
opportunity to do so.




