
Lesson 306

Paul Is Sent To Felix

Acts 23:23-24:27



MEMORY VERSE
MARK 13:9
"But watch out for yourselves, for they will deliver you up
to councils, and you will be beaten in the synagogues. And
you will be brought before rulers and kings for My sake, for
a testimony to them.”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
A kitchen funnel and a Ping-Pong ball.

A tray with a few cotton swabs and cotton balls, scissors, a big
needle threaded with black thread, band-aids, tongue depressors,
and a syringe (a toy one).

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Something Invisible
Use a regular plastic kitchen funnel and a Ping-Pong ball.  Hold the
ball in the cone of the funnel with your finger while the small
spout part points up.  Start to blow into the funnel then let go of
the ball.  What holds it up?  Something invisible (called lift).  The
air pressure is reduced on top of the ball when the air must pass by
it, which leaves greater pressure under the ball causing it to “float.”

Explain to your class that everything doesn’t always appear as it
actually is.  Ask how many students expected the ball to fall to the
ground.  Sometimes the Lord takes us places and we don’t
understand; sometimes those places seem scary.  We don’t see what
He sees, but we need to trust Him.  Sometimes God works t o
protect us in ways we don’t understand; we just have t o
trust Him.



LESSON TIME!
Have you ever had someone lie about you or make false
accusations about you?  Sometimes life just does not seem fair.

There are countries today where people are lied about and
persecuted for their faith in Jesus.  They have to keep their
churches hidden.  If they are caught worshipping Jesus, they can
be arrested and put into jail, and sometimes even put to death.

In our lesson today, the Jewish leaders were lying about Paul.  They
were trying to have Paul put to death for preaching the good news
about Jesus.  God protected Paul from certain death by keeping
him safe in prison under the control of the governor, Felix.
Sometimes God works to protect us in ways we don’t
understand; we just have to trust Him.

After Paul's third missionary journey, he came back to Jerusalem.
He reported to the Christian church what God had done among the
Gentiles.  They were very happy and praised God.  They were
concerned, however about Paul's safety because the Jewish leaders
had told lies about him to the people while he was gone.  Paul
found himself the object of intense hatred.

A plot to kill Paul was formed.  When he went to the temple, a riot
occurred.  He was arrested under false charges, but the Roman
soldiers rescued him from the mob.  His Roman citizenship gave
him certain rights.  When the soldiers learned about the plot to kill
him, for his safety and to maintain the peace, he was sent to the
Roman governor for a hearing.

ACTS  23:23-24
And  he  c al l ed  f or  tw o  c en tu r ions ,  s ay ing,  "Prep are
tw o  hu ndred  so ld i er s ,  s ev en ty  horsem en ,  and  tw o
hu ndred  sp earm en  to  go  t o  Caesarea at  the  th i rd
hou r  o f  the  n i gh t ;



“and  p rov ide  m ou nt s  t o  s e t  Pau l  on ,  and  br ing h im
saf e ly  t o  Fe l i x  the  gov ernor ."

Paul himself could not have put together a greater protection for
his life than the one God orchestrated for him with the Roman
guards.  What a comfort to know that God will always protect us
and help us when we need Him.  He was not done with Paul yet.
There was still work to do so His hand of protection was upon him.
Sometimes God works to protect us in ways we don’t
understand; we just have to trust Him.

ACTS  23:25-30
He w rot e  a l e t t er  in  the  f o l l ow ing m anner :

C l au d iu s  Lys i as ,  t o  the  m os t  exc e l l en t  gov ernor  Fe l i x :
Greet ings .  

Th i s  m an  w as  s e i z ed  by  the  J ew s  and  w as  abou t  t o  be
k i l l ed  by  them . Com ing w i th  the  t roop s  I  r es c u ed
h im , hav ing l earned  that  he  w as  a Rom an .  

And  w hen  I  w an ted  t o  know  the  reason  they  ac c u sed
h im , I  brou gh t  h im  bef ore  the i r  c ou nc i l .  

I  f ou nd  ou t  that  he  w as  ac c u sed  c onc ern ing
qu es t i ons  o f  the i r  l aw ,  bu t  had  noth ing c harged
agains t  h im  w or thy  o f  death  or  c hain s .  

And  w hen  i t  w as  t o ld  m e that  the  J ew s  l ay  in  w ai t  f or
the  m an ,  I  s en t  h im  im m ed iat e ly  t o  you ,  and  al so
c om m anded  h i s  ac c u sers  t o  s t at e  bef ore  you  the
c harges  again s t  h im .  Farew el l .

A letter of Paul’s introduction was drafted so Paul could meet and
be heard by the Governor of the region, Felix.  Roman citizens had
the opportunity to be heard by their officials, but sometimes a



personal appeal took a very long time to be heard.  God worked His
plan so that Paul would see Felix immediately.  Sometimes God
works to protect us in ways we don’t understand; we just
have to trust Him.

ACTS  23:31-33
Then  the  so ld i er s ,  as  they  w ere  c om m anded ,  t ook
Pau l  and  brou gh t  h im  by  n igh t  t o  An t ip at r i s .  

The  next  day  they  l e f t  the  horsem en  to  go  on  w i th
h im , and  re tu rned  to  the  barrac k s .

 When  they  c am e to  Caesarea and  had  de l i v ered  the
l e t t er  t o  the  gov ernor ,  they  al so  p resen ted  Pau l  t o
h im .

Under the cover of night, Paul was taken to Governor Felix.  The
Jews so hated him that even the Roman guards felt it necessary to
travel by night.  An uprising of the Jewish people could have been
very dangerous to an already unstable peace.  God orchestrated
even the time of travel for Paul’s protection.  Sometimes God
works to protect us in ways we don’t understand; we just
have to trust Him.

ACTS  23:34-35
And  w hen  the  gov ernor  had  read  i t ,  he  asked  w hat
p rov inc e  he  w as  f rom . And  w hen  he  u nders tood  that
he  w as  f rom  C i l i c i a ,

he  said ,  " I  w i l l  hear  you  w hen  you r  ac c u sers  al so
hav e  c om e."  And  he  c om m anded  h im  to  be  kep t  in
Herod 's  Praetor iu m .

Felix consented to hear the case and commanded that Paul be kept
in Herod’s Praetorium.  Even though he was under guard, Paul was
under the safe protection of Rome from his accusers.  Sometimes



God works to protect us in ways we don’t understand; w e
just have to trust Him.

ACTS  24:1-9
N ow  af t er  f i v e  days  Anan ias  the  h i gh  p r i es t  c am e
dow n  w i th  the  e lders  and  a c er t ain  orator  nam ed
Ter tu l lu s .  These  gav e  ev idenc e  t o  the  gov ernor
again s t  Pau l .

And  w hen  he  w as  c al l ed  u p on ,  Ter tu l lu s  began  h i s
ac c u sat i on ,  s ay ing:  "S ee ing that  th rou gh  you  w e
en joy  great  p eac e ,  and  p rosp er i t y  i s  be ing brou gh t  t o
th i s  nat i on  by  you r  f ores i gh t ,

“w e  ac c ep t  i t  a lw ays  and  in  al l  p l ac es ,  m os t  nobl e
Fe l i x ,  w i th  al l  t hank f u lnes s .

“N ev er the l es s ,  no t  t o  be  t ed iou s  t o  you  any  f u r ther ,  I
beg you  to  hear ,  by  you r  c ou r t esy ,  a  f ew  w ords  f rom
u s .  

“For  w e  hav e  f ou nd  th i s  m an  a p l agu e ,  a c reator  o f
d i s s ens ion  am ong al l  t he  J ew s  th rou ghou t  the  w or ld ,
and  a r ingl eader  o f  the  s ec t  o f  the  N az arenes .  

“He  ev en  t r i ed  t o  p ro f ane  the  t em p le ,  and  w e  s e i z ed
h im , and  w anted  t o  j u dge  h im  ac c ord ing t o  ou r  l aw .  

“Bu t  the  c om m ander  Lys i as  c am e by  and  w i th  great
v io l enc e  t ook  h im  ou t  o f  ou r  hands ,

“c om m and ing h i s  ac c u sers  t o  c om e to  you .   By
exam in ing h im  you rse l f  you  m ay  asc er t ain  al l  t hese
th ings  o f  w h i c h  w e  ac c u se  h im ."  



And  the  J ew s  al so  as sen ted ,  m ain tain ing that  these
th ings  w ere  so .

The Jewish leaders tried to sway the case by using flattery and lies.
They exaggerated the circumstances of the story to their benefit.
The chief priests so wanted Paul stopped that they hired a great
orator to do their talking for them, but God’s protection remained
upon Paul.

ACTS  24:10-21
Then  Pau l ,  af t er  the  gov ernor  had  nodded  to  h im  to
sp eak ,  answ ered :  " Inasm u c h  as  I  know  that  you  hav e
been  f or  m any  years  a j u dge  o f  th i s  nat i on ,  I  do  the
m ore  c heer f u l l y  answ er  f or  m yse l f ,

“bec au se  you  m ay  asc er t ain  that  i t  i s  no  m ore  than
tw elv e  days  s inc e  I  w en t  u p  t o  J eru sal em  to  w orsh ip .  

“And  they  ne i ther  f ou nd  m e in  the  t em p le  d i sp u t ing
w i th  anyone nor  inc i t ing the  c row d ,  e i ther  in  the
synagogu es  or  in  the  c i t y .

“N or  c an  they  p rov e  the  th ings  o f  w h i c h  they  now
ac c u se  m e.  

“Bu t  th i s  I  c on f es s  t o  you ,  that  ac c ord ing t o  the  Way
w h ic h  they  c al l  a  s ec t ,  so  I  w orsh ip  the  God  o f  m y
f athers ,  be l i ev ing al l  t h ings  w h i c h  are  w r i t t en  in  the
Law  and  in  the  Prop het s .

“I  hav e  hop e  in  God ,  w h i c h  they  them se lv es  al so
ac c ep t ,  that  there  w i l l  be  a resu rrec t i on  o f  the  dead ,
both  o f  the  j u s t  and  the  u n ju s t .  

“Th i s  be ing so ,  I  m yse l f  alw ays  s t r i v e  t o  hav e  a
c onsc i enc e  w i thou t  o f f ense  t ow ard  God  and  m en .  



“N ow  af t er  m any  years  I  c am e to  br ing alm s  and
of f er ings  t o  m y nat i on ,

“in  the  m ids t  o f  w h i c h  som e J ew s  f rom  As i a f ou nd
m e p u r i f i ed  in  the  t em p le ,  ne i ther  w i th  a m u l t i tu de
nor  w i th  tu m u l t .  

“They  ou gh t  t o  hav e  been  here  bef ore  you  to  obj ec t  i f
they  had  anyth ing again s t  m e .  

“Or  e l s e  l e t  those  w ho  are  here  them se lv es  s ay  i f
they  f ou nd  any  w rongdo ing in  m e w h i l e  I  s t ood
bef ore  the  c ou nc i l ,

“u n l es s  i t  i s  f or  th i s  one  s t at em ent  w h i c h  I  c r i ed  ou t ,
s t and ing am ong them , 'Conc ern ing the  resu rrec t i on
of  the  dead  I  am  be ing ju dged  by  you  th i s  day . '  "

When Paul gave his defense, it became very clear that the case had
to do with his belief in Jesus Christ and had nothing to do with any
laws that he had broken.  He pointed out that, even though a great
orator had accused him, the witnesses of his supposed breaking of
the law were not even present.

ACTS  24:22-23
Bu t  w hen  Fe l i x  heard  these  th ings ,  hav ing m ore
ac c u rat e  know ledge  o f  the  Way ,  he  ad jou rned  the
p roc eed ings  and  said ,  "When  Lys i as  the  c om m ander
c om es  dow n , I  w i l l  m ake  a dec i s i on  on  you r  c ase ."  

S o  he  c om m anded  the  c en tu r ion  t o  keep  Pau l  and  to
l e t  h im  hav e  l i ber ty ,  and  to ld  h im  not  t o  f orbid  any
of  h i s  f r i ends  t o  p rov ide  f or  or  v i s i t  h im .

Felix postponed the case because he did not want to offend the
Jewish leaders by letting Paul go, but even he saw that there was



really no case against Paul.  By waiting for Lysias to arrive, he could
excuse the Jewish leaders from the proceeding, hear the rest of the
story, and rule without the threat of Jewish retaliation.

ACTS  24:24-26
And  af t er  som e days ,  w hen  Fe l i x  c am e w i th  h i s  w i f e
D ru s i l l a ,  w ho  w as  J ew i sh ,  he  s en t  f or  Pau l  and  heard
h im  c onc ern ing the  f ai th  in  Chr i s t .

N ow  as  he  reasoned  abou t  r i gh t eou snes s ,  s e l f -
c on t ro l ,  and  the  j u dgm ent  t o  c om e,  Fe l i x  w as  af raid
and  answ ered ,  "Go  aw ay  f or  now ; w hen  I  hav e  a
c onv en ien t  t im e I  w i l l  c al l  f or  you ."  

M eanw h i l e  he  al so  hop ed  that  m oney  w ou ld  be  gi v en
h im  by  Pau l ,  that  he  m igh t  re l ease  h im .  Theref ore  he
sen t  f or  h im  m ore  o f t en  and  c onv ersed  w i th  h im .

While Paul was in prison, Felix sent for Paul several times and
listened while Paul witnessed about Jesus.  He was hoping that Paul
would bribe him so that he would have a reason to let Paul go, but
Paul was a man of integrity.  Paul was more concerned with Felix’s
soul than his own freedom.  Paul was in prison doing the will of
God.  Sometimes God works to protect us in ways we don’t
understand; we just have to trust Him.

ACTS  24:27
Bu t  af t er  tw o  years  Porc iu s  Fes tu s  su c c eeded  Fe l i x ;
and  Fe l i x ,  w an t ing t o  do  the  J ew s  a f av or ,  l e f t  Pau l
bou nd .

When a new governor replaced Felix, he left Paul in prison because
he wanted to grant the Jewish leaders a favor.  It probably seemed
like a long time to be under house arrest, but Paul was using every
opportunity to witness Jesus to those who would hear him.



When we look at Paul's circumstances, we might say, "Where was
God in all this?"  Paul was imprisoned for two years by Felix, not for
breaking the law but because he believed in Jesus.  Yet God was
with Paul the entire time.  God was protecting Paul.  During Paul’s
imprisonment in Caesarea and later in Rome, he wrote letters to
some of the churches he had started that have become part of our
Bible.  Sometimes God works to protect us in ways we don’t
understand; we just have to trust Him.

In the United States we have the right to believe in Jesus without
worrying about being persecuted for our faith, for the most part.
We need to be thankful that we can go to church and say what we
believe without the fear that we will be arrested.  We should
understand what a privilege we have and not take it for granted.
God has been good to us.  As Christians we should show our love
and appreciation by going to church each Sunday and being
obedient to God's Word, the Bible.  God is always with us and
protects us whatever the circumstances we face.

Take Your Medicine
Prepare a tray with a few cotton swabs and cotton balls, scissors, a
big needle threaded with black thread (signifying stitches), band-
aids, tongue depressors, a syringe (a toy one), etc.  Ask the children
to look at your tray and try to think of five things that may really
hurt, but do a lot of good (shots, stitches, surgery, etc.).

Explain that there are many things in life that hurt, but does good.
Sometimes God will allow discomfort and insecurity in our lives to
work together His good in our lives.  Sometimes God works t o
protect us in ways we don’t understand; we just have t o
trust Him.



PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of thanksgiving for God’s wonderful
control of our circumstances even when we do not understand
them.  If there are any children who have not yet responded to the
gospel, give them opportunity to do so.




