
Lesson 310

Paul’s Ministry In Rome

Acts 28:17-31



MEMORY VERSE
ACTS 28:28
Therefore let it be known to you that the salvation of God
has been sent to the Gentiles, and they will hear it.

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
One strong magnet, various items that will and some that will not
be attracted to the magnet, such as pennies, nuts, and bolts,
buttons, pieces of aluminum foil, beans, paper clips, etc.

Balloons and water.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Who Will Follow?
You will need one strong magnet, various items that will and some
that won’t be attracted to the magnet, such as pennies, nuts, and
bolts, buttons, pieces of aluminum foil, beans, paper clips, etc.

Lay the items out on a table and give each child a turn to guess
what item he thinks will “follow” the magnet.  Try to use some
tricky items to surprise your students.  Explain that not all people
will follow after Jesus, but it’s important to share the truth of
Jesus, even if people don’t believe.

LESSON TIME!
What would you do if you knew the truth about something and
others did not believe you?  What if it was something really
important that you knew could change their life forever, and they
still did not believe you?  Would you want to convince them of the
truth, or would you just forget about it?  It is hard to be accused of
something we are innocent of, but it is even harder when we know
what the truth is and people still do not believe us.  What if the



truth we know is concerning Jesus Christ and the kingdom of God?
Would we still want to try to convince people?

It can be difficult when others reject what we say, especially when
it is the truth and we feel so strongly about it.  Paul understood
how it felt to be falsely accused.  Paul used this imprisonment to
preach the gospel to others.  Many may not believed but that did
not stop Paul; he still spoke the truth with boldness because he
wanted everyone to know how much Jesus loved them and he
wanted them to know about the kingdom of God.  It’s important
to share the truth of Jesus, even if people don’t believe.

ACTS  28:17-20
And  i t  c am e to  p as s  af t er  th ree  days  that  Pau l  c al l ed
the  l eaders  o f  the  J ew s  t ogether .   S o  w hen  they  had
c om e together ,  he  said  t o  them : "M en  and  brethren ,
thou gh  I  hav e  done  noth ing again s t  ou r  p eop le  or  the
c u s tom s  o f  ou r  f athers ,  ye t  I  w as  de l i v ered  as  a
p r i soner  f rom  J eru sal em  in to  the  hands  o f  the
Rom ans ,

“w ho ,  w hen  they  had  exam ined  m e,  w an ted  t o  l e t  m e
go ,  bec au se  there  w as  no  c au se  f or  p u t t ing m e to
death .  

“Bu t  w hen  the  J ew s  sp oke  again s t  i t ,  I  w as  c om p el l ed
to  ap p eal  t o  Caesar ,  no t  that  I  had  anyth ing o f  w h i c h
to  ac c u se  m y nat i on .  

“For  th i s  reason  theref ore  I  hav e  c al l ed  f or  you ,  t o
see  you  and  sp eak  w i th  you ,  bec au se  f or  the  hop e  o f
I s rae l  I  am  bou nd  w i th  th i s  c hain .”

Paul was a prisoner, and had been arrested by the Jews for sharing
the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Paul himself was a Jew, and his only
desire was that all people, Jews and Gentiles, would know the



gospel.  However, many people still rejected it.  Paul was now in
Rome and under house arrest.

Three days after Paul arrived in Rome, he asked the Jewish leaders
to come to him, since he could not go to the synagogue to see them.
Once they were assembled, Paul pointed out to them that he had
been accused of many things but was guilty of none of them.  His
primary purpose in calling the leaders together was to share with
them the hope of Israel, Jesus the promised Messiah.  Paul was not
nearly as interested in proving his innocence as he was in sharing
with the Jewish leaders about the truth of Jesus Christ and the
kingdom of God.  It’s important to share the truth of Jesus,
even if people don’t believe.

ACTS  28:21-22
And  they  said  t o  h im , "We ne i ther  rec e i v ed  l e t t er s
f rom  J u dea c onc ern ing you ,  nor  hav e  any  o f  the
brethren  w ho  c am e rep or t ed  or  sp oken  any  ev i l  o f
you .  

“Bu t  w e  des i re  t o  hear  f rom  you  w hat  you  th ink ;  f or
c onc ern ing th i s  s ec t ,  w e  know  that  i t  i s  sp oken
agains t  ev eryw here ."

The Jewish leaders said they knew nothing about Paul.  They
expressed interest in hearing his views, but it is possible that they
were not being honest since they were the Jewish leaders and many
Jews in Rome were becoming Christians through Paul's message.
They may have heard nothing about Paul, but they probably knew
more about Christianity then they led on.

ACTS  28:23-24
S o  w hen  they  had  ap p o in t ed  h im  a day ,  m any  c am e
to  h im  at  h i s  l odging,  t o  w hom  he  exp lained  and
so l em nly  t es t i f i ed  o f  the  k ingdom  of  God ,
p ersu ad ing them  c onc ern ing J esu s  f rom  both  the  Law



of  M oses  and  the  Prop het s ,  f rom  m orn ing t i l l
ev en ing.  

And  som e w ere  p ersu aded  by  the  th ings  w h i c h  w ere
sp oken ,  and  som e d i sbe l i ev ed .

The Jewish leaders had a second meeting with Paul.  All day long,
from morning till night, Paul spoke to them about the kingdom of
God and tried to convince them about Jesus.  He spoke to them
about the death and resurrection of Christ.

Some were convinced, but others refused to believe.  So great was
Paul's burden for them to know the truth that he spoke to them
from morning till night of Jesus Christ and the kingdom of God.
It’s important to share the truth of Jesus, even if people
don’t believe.

Watchmen’s Yell-a-rama
Long ago people who lived in a village would have a watchman.
The watchman would watch out for robbers, invading armies, fires,
or other dangers.  If they saw a danger, they would sound an alarm
by blowing a horn or banging a loud drum.  What would you do if
you saw someone’s house on fire?  Take turns around the circle and
hear exactly how each student would sound the alarm.

Explain that people who do not know Jesus are in terrible danger,
too.  We should be telling people about Jesus whenever God gives
us the opportunity to share.  It’s important to share the truth
of Jesus, even if people don’t believe.

ACTS  28:25-28
S o  w hen  they  d id  not  agree  am ong them se lv es ,  they
dep ar t ed  af t er  Pau l  had  said  one  w ord :  "The  Ho ly
S p i r i t  sp oke  r i gh t l y  th rou gh  I s ai ah  the  p rop het  t o
ou r  f athers ,



say ing,  'Go  t o  th i s  p eop le  and  say :  "Hear ing you  w i l l
hear ,  and  shal l  no t  u nders t and ;  and  see ing you  w i l l
s ee ,  and  not  p erc e iv e ;  

‘For  the  hear t  o f  th i s  p eop le  has  grow n  du l l .  The i r
ears  are  hard  o f  hear ing,  and  the i r  eyes  they  hav e
c losed ,  l es t  they  shou ld  s ee  w i th  the i r  eyes  and  hear
w i th  the i r  ear s ,  l e s t  they  shou ld  u nders t and  w i th
the i r  hear t  and  tu rn ,  so  that  I  shou ld  heal  them ."  '  

“Theref ore  l e t  i t  be  know n  to  you  that  the  sal v at i on
of  God  has  been  sen t  t o  the  Gen t i l es ,  and  they  w i l l
hear  i t !"

Paul spoke to the Jewish leaders from the book of Isaiah in the Old
Testament; it was a passage he knew they would be familiar with.
The passage in Isaiah 6:9-10, shows that because of their refusal to
believe, they had hard hearts, deafened ears, and spiritually
blinded eyes.  This was true both in Isaiah's day and in Paul's day.
Even when Paul used this passage that he knew they would
understand and identify with, they still refused to believe the truth
concerning the kingdom of God.  It’s important to share the
truth of Jesus, even if people don’t believe.

ACTS  28:29-31
And  w hen  he  had  said  these  w ords ,  the  J ew s  dep ar t ed
and  had  a great  d i sp u te  am ong them se lv es .  

Then  Pau l  dw el t  tw o  w ho le  years  in  h i s  ow n  ren ted
hou se ,  and  rec e iv ed  al l  w ho  c am e to  h im ,

p reac h ing the  k ingdom  of  God  and  t eac h ing the
th ings  w h i c h  c onc ern  the  Lord  J esu s  Chr i s t  w i th  al l
c on f idenc e ,  no  one  f orbidd ing h im .



Paul wanted all people to know God’s salvation.  He reminded the
Jewish leaders that God's salvation had been sent to the Gentiles
and they would listen; he was trying to convince them that they
should listen too.  For two years Paul was under house arrest but
the gospel was not bound.  Paul spoke of the kingdom of God and
the Lord Jesus Christ boldly and without hindrance.  Just as Paul
desired for all to know the gospel of Jesus Christ, we too, should
share with everyone about Jesus Christ and the wonderful
kingdom of God.  It’s important to share the truth of Jesus,
even if people don’t believe.

Go That Way!
You will need balloons and water.  Put as much water in the
balloons as they will hold without being inflated (or rising), then
blow up as usual.  The balloons go in unexpected paths when rolled
on the floor (because of the water).

Divide the class in half and seat them on the floor in two rows
facing each other.  Give a balloon to each child in one row.  Have
them try to roll their balloon to the person across from them.

Explain that we must tell people about Jesus even though they do
not always go the way we want them to.  It’s important to share
the truth of Jesus, even if people don’t believe.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to tell their friends
about Jesus, even if they do not believe.  If there are any children
who have not yet responded to the gospel, give them opportunity
to do so.




