
Lesson 311

Paul Writes About Faith

Romans 3:21-5:5



MEMORY VERSE
ROMANS 3:23-24
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being
justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus...

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Dry erase marker, a dry erase board, and an eraser.

Two pieces of paper: one large and one 8 1/2 "x11", markers, chalk,
and a chair.

A pie pan, string, a ping-pong ball, funny sunglasses, and masking
tape.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

List of How We’ve Missed
You will need dry erase maker, a dry erase board, and an eraser.

Draw a large “ginger bread” type man on the board with an open
heart.  Have each child tell something that could keep us out of the
kingdom of God and write these things in the heart of the
“gingerbread man.”  By reading the memory verse, demonstrate
how we are justified by faith in God and He makes it as if we
have never sinned.  Each time you read the verse, erase one of the
things written in the heart.

Explain that because of what Jesus has done for us, God looks at us
just as if we had never sinned.  We are justified by faith.



LESSON TIME!
In the Epistle to the Romans, Paul is writing to the church in Rome.
He has already spoken to them about many things and he is now
writing to them about God's righteousness.  He is explaining to the
church that no one is righteous, except Jesus Christ.  Righteous
means to be “right on” or perfect.  God is perfect and to be in His
presence we must also be MADE perfect.  

The Jews thought that obeying the law made them righteous, but
Paul reminds them that they can't be righteous by obeying the law.
The law is powerless to save them or make them righteous.  God
provided a right standing for us through His Son Jesus.  It would be
the same thing as us thinking that we will go to heaven because we
do good things.  Even if we do a lot of good things all day long it
still won’t get us into heaven.

The word sin means to miss the mark.  It is like when someone is
shooting an arrow at a bull’s eye target.  Sin is when no matter how
hard you try and how determined you are you still miss the bull’s
eye.  That is missing the mark.  No matter how hard we try we can
never be perfect.  God gave the Law to Moses and His people so they
could see God’s standard and learn that they could not live up to it.
They needed help and we need help, God’s help through Jesus!

The Jews wanted to boast that they were better than the Gentiles
were because they obeyed the Law.  Paul tells them that to God
there is no difference and that all have sinned and fallen short of
the glory of God.  He wanted them to know that God says We are
justified by faith.

ROM AN S  3:21-31
Bu t  now  the  r i gh t eou snes s  o f  God  ap ar t  f rom  the  l aw
i s  rev eal ed ,  be ing w i tnes sed  by  the  Law  and  the
Prop het s ,



ev en  the  r i gh t eou snes s  o f  God  w h i c h  i s  th rou gh  f ai th
in  J esu s  Chr i s t  t o  al l  and  on  al l  w ho  be l i ev e .   For
there  i s  no  d i f f erenc e ;

f or  al l  hav e  s inned  and  f al l  shor t  o f  the  glory  o f  God ,

be ing ju s t i f i ed  f ree ly  by  Hi s  grac e  th rou gh  the
redem p t ion  that  i s  i n  Chr i s t  J esu s ,

w hom  God  se t  f or th  t o  be  a p rop i t i at i on  by  Hi s
blood ,  th rou gh  f ai th ,  t o  dem ons t rat e  Hi s
r i gh t eou snes s ,  bec au se  in  Hi s  f orbearanc e  God  had
p as sed  ov er  the  s in s  that  w ere  p rev iou s ly
c om m i t t ed ,

t o  dem ons t rat e  at  the  p resen t  t im e Hi s
r i gh t eou snes s ,  that  He  m igh t  be  j u s t  and  the  j u s t i f i er
o f  the  one  w ho  has  f ai th  in  J esu s .

Where  i s  boas t ing then? I t  i s  exc lu ded .  By  w hat  l aw ?
Of  w orks ? N o ,  bu t  by  the  l aw  o f  f ai th .  

Theref ore  w e  c onc lu de  that  a m an  i s  j u s t i f i ed  by
f ai th  ap ar t  f rom  the  deeds  o f  the  l aw .  

Or  i s  He  the  God  o f  the  J ew s  on ly? I s  He  not  al so  the
God  o f  the  Gen t i l es ? Yes ,  o f  the  Gen t i l es  al so ,

s inc e  there  i s  one  God  w ho  w i l l  j u s t i f y  the
c i rc u m c i sed  by  f ai th  and  the  u nc i rc u m c i sed  th rou gh
f ai th .  

D o  w e  then  m ake  v o id  the  l aw  th rou gh  f ai th ?
Cer t ain ly  not ! On  the  e  es t abl i sh  the  l aw .



 The word justified means, “just as if I have never sinned.”  God
wants us all to know that because of His Son Jesus, if we ask for
forgiveness of our sins, He will justify us and make us “just as if we
had never sinned” because of our faith in Jesus.  And He will also
give us a right standing (righteousness).  We can sometimes be like
the Jews and think we're better than someone else because of
something we do or don't do, but what Paul is saying to the Jews is
true for us too.  We are all God's children, and He sees no
difference.

Sometimes these things are hard to understand, but try to think of
it like this.  Sin has made us very dirty in our hearts.  Everyone
ever born in this world has this dirt on them.  We can try to wash
or scrub the dirt off as best we can, but it will never come off.  But
then we meet Jesus.  He never had any dirt on His heart and He is
perfect and clean.  When He died on the cross He made a way for us
to be clean and be accepted by God.  His blood is what we need to
be made clean.  When we believe in Him, His blood cleanses our
hearts and we are MADE clean.  So to say I am “justified” or
“righteous” just means that now I can go to heaven and stand
before God with a heart that is as clean as Jesus’.  Pretty amazing!
But that is what salvation is all about!

Reach the Mark
You will need two pieces of paper; one large and one 8.5"x11",
chalk, markers, and a chair.

Make a sign that says "Faith in God" and tape it to the seat of a
chair.  Put the large sheet of paper on a blank wall in your
classroom.  Place the center of it just a little higher than the kids in
your class can reach.  Put a black mark at the very top of the paper.
This is the "goal."  Using a piece of chalk, let each child jump and
make a mark on the paper trying to reach the goal, hopefully no
one will be able to reach it.  Then bring out the chair for them to
stand on to make the mark.



Explain that this illustrates that we all have sinned and come short
of the glory of God, but the chair represents what Jesus does for us
when we believe in Him.  He makes it possible for us to reach the
mark that God wants.   We are justified by faith.

ROM AN S  4:1-17
What  then  shal l  w e  say  that  Abraham  ou r  f ather  has
f ou nd  ac c ord ing t o  the  f l esh ?  

For  i f  Abraham  w as  j u s t i f i ed  by  w orks ,  he  has
som eth ing o f  w h i c h  t o  boas t ,  bu t  not  bef ore  God .  

For  w hat  does  the  S c r ip tu re  say? "Abraham  be l i ev ed
God ,  and  i t  w as  ac c ou nted  t o  h im  f or  r i gh t eou snes s ."

N ow  to  h im  w ho  w orks ,  the  w ages  are  not  c ou nted  as
grac e  bu t  as  debt .  

Bu t  t o  h im  w ho  does  not  w ork  bu t  be l i ev es  on  Him
w ho ju s t i f i es  the  u ngod ly ,  h i s  f ai th  i s  ac c ou nted  f or
r i gh t eou snes s ,

j u s t  as  D av id  al so  desc r ibes  the  bl es sednes s  o f  the
m an  to  w hom  God  im p u tes  r i gh t eou snes s  ap ar t  f rom
w orks :

"B l es sed  are  those  w hose  l aw les s  deeds  are  f orgiv en ,
and  w hose  s in s  are  c ov ered ;

“bl es sed  i s  the  m an  to  w hom  the  Lord  shal l  no t
im p u te  s in ."

D oes  th i s  bl es sednes s  then  c om e u p on  the
c i rc u m c i sed  on ly ,  or  u p on  the  u nc i rc u m c i sed  al so?
For  w e  say  that  f ai th  w as  ac c ou nted  t o  Abraham  f or
r i gh t eou snes s .  



How  then  w as  i t  ac c ou nted ? Wh i l e  he  w as
c i rc u m c i sed ,  or  u nc i rc u m c i sed ? N ot  w h i l e
c i r c u m c i sed ,  bu t  w h i l e  u nc i rc u m c i sed .  

And  he  rec e iv ed  the  s i gn  o f  c i r c u m c i s i on ,  a s eal  o f
the  r i gh t eou snes s  o f  the  f ai th  w h i c h  he  had  w h i l e
s t i l l  u nc i rc u m c i sed ,  that  he  m igh t  be  the  f ather  o f
al l  t hose  w ho  be l i ev e ,  thou gh  they  are
u nc i rc u m c i sed ,  that  r i gh t eou snes s  m igh t  be  im p u ted
to  them  al so ,

and  the  f ather  o f  c i r c u m c i s i on  t o  those  w ho  not  on ly
are  o f  the  c i r c u m c i s i on ,  bu t  w ho  al so  w alk  in  the
s t ep s  o f  the  f ai th  w h i c h  ou r  f ather  Abraham  had
w h i l e  s t i l l  u nc i rc u m c i sed .

For  the  p rom i se  that  he  w ou ld  be  the  he i r  o f  the
w or ld  w as  not  t o  Abraham  or  t o  h i s  s eed  th rou gh  the
l aw ,  bu t  th rou gh  the  r i gh t eou snes s  o f  f ai th .  

For  i f  those  w ho  are  o f  the  l aw  are  he i r s ,  f ai th  i s
m ade v o id  and  the  p rom i se  m ade o f  no  e f f ec t ,

bec au se  the  l aw  br ings  abou t  w rath ;  f or  w here  there
i s  no  l aw  there  i s  no  t ransgres s i on .

Theref ore  i t  i s  o f  f ai th  that  i t  m igh t  be  ac c ord ing t o
grac e ,  so  that  the  p rom i se  m igh t  be  su re  t o  al l  t he
seed ,  not  on ly  t o  those  w ho  are  o f  the  l aw ,  bu t  al so
to  those  w ho  are  o f  the  f ai th  o f  Abraham , w ho  i s  the
f ather  o f  u s  al l

(as  i t  i s  w r i t t en ,  " I  hav e  m ade you  a f ather  o f  m any
nat ions ")  in  the  p resenc e  o f  Him  w hom  he  be l i ev ed ,



ev en  God ,  w ho  gi v es  l i f e  t o  the  dead  and  c al l s  those
th ings  w h i c h  do  not  ex i s t  as  thou gh  they  d id . . .

Paul is now talking about Abraham (referred to as the forefather or
the father of us all) in the Old Testament.   The Jews were very
familiar with Abraham and that is why it was easy for Paul to relate
to them concerning his life.  He asks them a question; "Was
Abraham justified by his works or by his faith?"  The Scriptures say
it was his faith in God.

God had promised Abraham he would be the father of many
descendants; it was not through the Law that Abraham and his
descendants received the promises of God, but it was through
faith.  Abraham lived many years before Moses even came to
receive the Law from God.  Abraham understood that We are
justified by faith.

Abraham was saved through faith, believing and trusting in God.

There are many people who think they can get to heaven by just
being good, or by doing good things.  They may think that gives
them some special privilege with God, but God doesn't promise
that.  What God does promise is that if we have faith in Him, He will
make us righteous through His Son Jesus.  Just as Abraham had
faith in the promises of God, so should we.  We want to do good
things because Jesus has saved us, not so that we can be saved.  We
are justified by faith.

ROM AN S  4:18-25
. . .w ho ,  c on t rary  t o  hop e ,  in  hop e  be l i ev ed ,  so  that  he
bec am e the  f ather  o f  m any  nat i ons ,  ac c ord ing t o
w hat  w as  sp oken ,  "S o  shal l  you r  desc endant s  be ."  

And  not  be ing w eak  in  f ai th ,  he  d id  not  c ons ider  h i s
ow n  body ,  al ready  dead  (s inc e  he  w as  abou t  a



hu ndred  years  o ld ) ,  and  the  deadnes s  o f  S arah 's
w om b.

He d id  not  w av er  at  the  p rom i se  o f  God  th rou gh
u nbel i e f ,  bu t  w as  s t rengthened  in  f ai th ,  gi v ing glory
to  God ,

and  be ing f u l l y  c onv inc ed  that  w hat  He  had
p rom i sed  He  w as  al so  abl e  t o  p er f orm .  

And  theref ore  " i t  w as  ac c ou nted  t o  h im  f or
r i gh t eou snes s ."

N ow  i t  w as  not  w r i t t en  f or  h i s  s ake  alone  that  i t  w as
im p u ted  t o  h im ,

bu t  al so  f or  u s .  I t  shal l  be  im p u ted  t o  u s  w ho  be l i ev e
in  Him  w ho  rai s ed  u p  J esu s  ou r  Lord  f rom  the  dead ,

w ho  w as  de l i v ered  u p  bec au se  o f  ou r  o f f enses ,  and
w as  rai s ed  bec au se  o f  ou r  j u s t i f i c at i on .

God had promised Abraham that he would be the father of many
nations.  Abraham was 100 years old and his wife Sarah was 90
(Gen. 17:16-19).  This seems like an impossible thing, since they
were both so old, but Abraham didn't waver in unbelief concerning
the promises of God.  He was strengthened by his faith and gave
glory to God.  He believed that God had the power to do what He
promised (vs. 20-21).  That is why he was considered righteous,
and that righteousness is not for him only, but is extended to us.
We are justified by faith.

We should be encouraged, knowing that God has the power to do
all things, and that He keeps His promises.  God wan9s to do things
in our lives that to others would seem impossible.  But it's
important to remember that we are not justified before God



because we are good, but by our faith in Jesus, who died to forgive
us of our sins if we believe in Him.

ROM AN S  5:1-5
Theref ore ,  hav ing been  ju s t i f i ed  by  f ai th ,  w e  hav e
p eac e  w i th  God  th rou gh  ou r  Lord  J esu s  Chr i s t ,

th rou gh  w hom  al so  w e  hav e  ac c es s  by  f ai th  in to  th i s
grac e  in  w h i c h  w e  s t and ,  and  re j o i c e  in  hop e  o f  the
glory  o f  God .  

And  not  on ly  that ,  bu t  w e  al so  glory  in  t r ibu lat i ons ,
know ing that  t r ibu lat i on  p rodu c es  p ersev eranc e ;

and  p ersev eranc e ,  c harac t er ;  and  c harac t er ,  hop e .  

N ow  hop e  does  not  d i sap p o in t ,  bec au se  the  l ov e  o f
God  has  been  p ou red  ou t  in  ou r  hear t s  by  the  Ho ly
S p i r i t  w ho  w as  gi v en  t o  u s .

 Because we are justified by faith, Paul reminds us that God not
only makes us righteous, but that we also can have peace with
Jesus Christ.  It is because of Him that we have grace and a right
standing.  We can rejoice in our suffering, because suffering
produces perseverance, character and hope.  Hope does not
disappoint us, because God has poured out His love into our hearts
by the Holy Spirit.

Sometimes when bad things happen to someone we know or to us,
we might find it hard to want to rejoice, but Paul is reminding us
that suffering produces character and character produces hope.
Not just any hope, but a hope in God.  Having a hope in God will
not disappoint us.  God's ultimate desire is to pour out His love
into our hearts and to give us peace.  We are justified by faith.



“Grace” Colored-Sunglasses
You will need a pie pan, string, a ping-pong ball, funny sunglasses,
and masking tape.  Suspend a pie pan from your ceiling on a string.
Write "Grace" on two pieces of tape and tape on the inside of the
sunglasses, leaving room to still see.  Place a chair about six feet
from the suspended pie pan and let the kids take turns trying to
hit the pan with the ping-pong ball while standing behind the
chair; give each child one throw per turn.

Wear the sunglasses while you watch the game.  Move the game
along quickly, then have everyone listen closely so they don't miss
what you have to say.  Tell them that you are so glad that they all
were so great at throwing the ball; that no one ever missed!  They
will respond with “What ?” because they will know that some of
them did miss.  Respond with some surprise at the fact that some
missed and show them that you were watching the game through
your “Grace” colored sunglasses.

Explain that this is how God looks at us when we have faith in Jesus
Christ.  When we miss the mark and confess our sins, we are
justified; just as if we’d never sinned.  We are justified by faith.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of faith, trusting God for His best in
their lives.  If there are any children who have not yet responded to
the gospel, give them opportunity to do so.




