
Lesson 316

Be A Living Sacrifice To God

Romans 12:1-15:13



MEMORY VERSE
ROMANS 12:1
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Construction paper, magazines, crayons, scissors, and glue.

As many small stickers as the number of children in your class.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Living Sacrifices
Your will need construction paper, magazines, crayons, scissors,
and glue.  Have your class cut out pictures from magazines of
things that “COULD” take God’s place in people’s lives.  Have them
paste them on the sheets of construction paper.  Leave enough
room for the children to draw an altar underneath their pictures.  

Explain that there are so many things in this world that are
competing for the attention and focus that ONLY belongs to God.  

Today we are going to learn about presenting our lives as a living
sacrifice and how we should not be conformed to the things of this
world, but transformed in our thinking through the Spirit of God.
Serving the Lord is the most important thing we can do in our
lives.

Have your class write out the memory verse on the bottom of the
paper.  Remind them that the Lord must have first place in our
lives.



LESSON TIME!
What in the world is a living sacrifice?  We see sacrifices all of the
time in the Old Testament.  We know that people would bring their
best animals to sacrifice to the Lord.  We know that by doing the
sacrifices their sins would be covered as the people believed in
God.  But what does Paul mean when he tells us to be a living
sacrifice?  We will find out in our lesson today.  God wants our
lives to be a living sacrifice.

NOTE TO TEACHERS: This is a long passage of scripture.  Mainly
four areas will be highlighted.

1. What is a living sacrifice? (Chapter 12)
2. Loving and serving others. (Chapter 12)
3. Respecting authority. (Chapter 13)
4. Our relationships with other Christians. (Chapter 14 &15)

You will want to review the entire lesson and after prayer choose
one or two of the areas to concentrate on as you may not have
ample time to cover every verse.

ROM AN S  12:1-8
I  beseec h  you  theref ore ,  brethren ,  by  the  m erc i es  o f
God ,  that  you  p resen t  you r  bod ies  a l i v ing sac r i f i c e ,
ho ly ,  ac c ep tabl e  t o  God ,  w h i c h  i s  you r  reasonable
serv i c e .  

And  do  not  be  c on f orm ed  to  th i s  w or ld ,  bu t  be
t rans f orm ed  by  the  renew ing o f  you r  m ind ,  that  you
m ay p rov e  w hat  i s  that  good  and  ac c ep tabl e  and
p er f ec t  w i l l  o f  God .

For  I  s ay ,  th rou gh  the  grac e  gi v en  t o  m e ,  t o  ev eryone
w ho i s  am ong you ,  not  t o  th ink  o f  h im se l f  m ore



h igh ly  than  he  ou gh t  t o  th ink ,  bu t  t o  th ink  sober ly ,
as  God  has  deal t  t o  eac h  one  a m easu re  o f  f ai th .  

For  as  w e  hav e  m any  m em bers  in  one  body ,  bu t  al l
the  m em bers  do  not  hav e  the  sam e f u nc t i on ,

 so  w e ,  be ing m any ,  are  one  body  in  Chr i s t ,  and
ind iv idu al l y  m em bers  o f  one  another .

Hav ing then  gi f t s  d i f f er ing ac c ord ing t o  the  grac e
that  i s  gi v en  t o  u s ,  l e t  u s  u se  them : i f  p rop hec y ,  l e t
u s  p rop hesy  in  p rop or t i on  t o  ou r  f ai th ;

or  m in i s t ry ,  l e t  u s  u se  i t  i n  ou r  m in i s t er ing;  he  w ho
teac hes ,  i n  t eac h ing;

he  w ho  exhor t s ,  i n  exhor t at i on ;  he  w ho  gi v es ,  w i th
l iberal i t y ;  he  w ho  l eads ,  w i th  d i l i genc e ;  he  w ho
show s  m erc y ,  w i th  c heer f u lnes s .

Paul opens this part of his letter to the church in Rome by talking
to them about being a living sacrifice.  Think about everything that
Paul has been talking about in Romans. He shares with them their
sinful condition apart from God and their need for a savior.  He
then shares with them the great things that God did for us through
His Son Jesus.  He also shares about how we have a relationship
with God through faith or belief in Him.  Then we learn that God
has given us everything we need to live our lives for Him.  Now we
come to the place where Paul is saying, “since God has done all of
these things for you, here is what you need to do.”  He shares with
us some real practical things that our lives should look like.  

He begins by saying that we need to present our bodies to God as a
living sacrifice.  What this means is that we need to respond to
what God has done for us by giving our lives to Him.  Just like the
people in the Old Testament would bring the best they had to God,



we need to bring our very best to Him.  We need to give Him our
bodies and hearts in service to Him.  

Paul says this is our “reasonable service.”  God is not asking too
much of His children by asking this for our lives.  He has given us
His Son Jesus so we can have eternal life.  How much more we need
to give our lives to Him.

Paul then encourages us not to be like the world, but be
transformed or changed.  We need to be completely different
people.  Especially in the way we think.  People who don’t know
Jesus think the way that the world thinks.  And the way the world
thinks is opposite of how God looks at things.  We need to know
God’s Word and allow it to change our lives completely.  We need
to think and act like Jesus would.  Then, when we give our lives to
God and be transformed by Him we will understand what His will is
for our lives.  He will show us exactly what He wants us to do and
how He wants us to live.  

Next Paul goes on to warn us to be careful that none of us think
more highly of ourselves then we should, because as believers it
takes every one of us to make the body complete; we each have
different work to do, but we each need each other.  Sometimes
people can think that they are pretty important and cool.  We need
to be careful of that kind of attitude.  Jesus was a servant of others
and that is the kind of attitude we should have (see Philippians
chapter 2).  We need to use the gifts that God has given us in our
service to others.  God wants our lives to be a living sacrifice.

ROM AN S  12:9-21
Let  l ov e  be  w i thou t  hyp oc r i sy .   Abhor  w hat  i s  ev i l .
C l ing t o  w hat  i s  good .  

Be  k ind ly  af f ec t i onat e  t o  one  another  w i th  bro ther ly
lov e ,  in  honor  gi v ing p ref erenc e  t o  one  another ;



not  l agging in  d i l i genc e ,  f erv en t  in  sp i r i t ,  s erv ing
the  Lord ;

re j o i c ing in  hop e ,  p at i en t  in  t r ibu lat i on ,  c on t inu ing
s t ead f as t l y  in  p rayer ;

d i s t r ibu t ing t o  the  needs  o f  the  sain t s ,  gi v en  t o
hosp i t al i t y .

B l es s  those  w ho  p ersec u te  you ;  bl es s  and  do  not
c u rse .  

Re j o i c e  w i th  those  w ho  re j o i c e ,  and  w eep  w i th  those
w ho w eep .  

Be  o f  the  sam e m ind  tow ard  one  another .  D o  not  s e t
you r  m ind  on  h igh  th ings ,  bu t  as soc i at e  w i th  the
hu m ble .  D o  not  be  w i se  in  you r  ow n  op in ion .  
Rep ay  no  one  ev i l  f or  ev i l .  Hav e  regard  f or  good
th ings  in  the  s i gh t  o f  al l  m en .

I f  i t  i s  p os s ibl e ,  as  m u c h  as  dep ends  on  you ,  l i v e
p eac eably  w i th  al l  m en .  

Be lov ed ,  do  not  av enge  you rse l v es ,  bu t  rather  gi v e
p lac e  t o  w rath ;  f or  i t  i s  w r i t t en ,  "Vengeanc e  i s  M ine ,
I  w i l l  r ep ay ,"  s ays  the  Lord .  

Theref ore  i f  you r  enem y hu ngers ,  f eed  h im ; i f  he
th i r s t s ,  gi v e  h im  a d r ink ;  f or  in  so  do ing you  w i l l
heap  c oal s  o f  f i r e  on  h i s  head ."  

D o  not  be  ov erc om e by  ev i l ,  bu t  ov erc om e ev i l  w i th
good .



Now Paul encourages us to love one another and to be kind.  He also
tells us that we are to pray for people that mistreat us.  When
others are happy, we are to be happy with them, and if they are sad
we are to share their sorrow.  In this way we are working together.
We are not to repay anyone evil for evil.  Don't quarrel with
anyone, but be at peace with everyone.  Don't be overcome by evil
but overcome evil with good.  God wants our lives to be a
living sacrifice.

Let’s make a list of the things that Paul writes here:

1. Love others.
2. Hate evil things.
3. Love good things.
4. Be kind.
5. Put others first.
6. Work hard.
7. Serve the Lord.
8. Have joy.
9. Be patient.
10. Pray.
11. Be giving.
12. Love those who aren’t nice to you.

This list shows us what a life that is a living sacrifice should look
like.  Let’s ask ourselves how our lives stack up to the list.  If we are
lacking in any areas we can ask the Lord to help us.  He promises
that He will.

ROM AN S  13:1-10
Let  ev ery  sou l  be  su bj ec t  t o  the  gov ern ing
au thor i t i es .  For  there  i s  no  au thor i t y  exc ep t  f rom
God ,  and  the  au thor i t i es  that  ex i s t  are  ap p o in t ed  by
God .  



Theref ore  w hoev er  res i s t s  the  au thor i t y  res i s t s  the
ord inanc e  o f  God ,  and  those  w ho  res i s t  w i l l  br ing
ju dgm ent  on  them se lv es .  

For  ru l er s  are  not  a t er ror  t o  good  w orks ,  bu t  t o  ev i l .
D o  you  w ant  t o  be  u naf raid  o f  the  au thor i t y ?  D o
w hat  i s  good ,  and  you  w i l l  hav e  p rai s e  f rom  the
sam e.  

For  he  i s  God 's  m in i s t er  t o  you  f or  good .  Bu t  i f  you
do  ev i l ,  be  af raid ;  f or  he  does  not  bear  the  sw ord  in
v ain ;  f or  he  i s  God 's  m in i s t er ,  an  av enger  t o  exec u te
w rath  on  h im  w ho  p rac t i c es  ev i l .  

Theref ore  you  m u s t  be  su bj ec t ,  no t  on ly  bec au se  o f
w rath  bu t  al so  f or  c onsc i enc e '  s ake .  

For  bec au se  o f  th i s  you  al so  p ay  t axes ,  f or  they  are
God 's  m in i s t er s  at t end ing c on t inu al l y  t o  th i s  v ery
th ing.  

Render  theref ore  t o  al l  t he i r  du e :  t axes  t o  w hom
taxes  are  du e ,  c u s tom s  t o  w hom  c u s tom s ,  f ear  t o
w hom  f ear ,  honor  t o  w hom  honor .

Ow e no  one  anyth ing exc ep t  t o  l ov e  one  another ,  f or
he  w ho  l ov es  another  has  f u l f i l l ed  the  l aw .  

For  the  c om m andm ent s ,  "You  shal l  no t  c om m i t
adu l t ery ,"  "You  shal l  no t  m u rder ,"  "You  shal l  no t
s t eal ,"  "You  shal l  no t  bear  f al s e  w i tnes s ,"  "You  shal l
not  c ov et ,"  and  i f  there  i s  any  o ther  c om m andm ent ,
are  al l  su m m ed  u p  in  th i s  s ay ing,  nam ely ,  "You  shal l
l ov e  you r  ne i ghbor  as  you rse l f ."  



Lov e  does  no  harm  to  a ne i ghbor ;  theref ore  l ov e  i s
the  f u l f i l lm ent  o f  the  l aw .

Paul now talks about obeying those in authority.  He says that we
should obey those in authority over us because God placed those
who are in authority in those positions.  Also, when we refuse to
obey the authorities we are refusing to obey God.  Next, Paul goes
on to talk about the importance of those in governing positions,
and why God has placed them there.  Paul then begins to talk about
how important it is to love our neighbor.  

These verses are talking about respect.  We need to respect those
who are the government leaders.  We need to be praying for our
President, Senators, Congressmen, Governors, Mayor, Policemen,
Firemen and others who God has raised up to be in authority.
Sometimes laws may be passed that we don’t agree with.  Certainly
in Paul’s day Caesar passed laws that Paul didn’t agree with, but
Paul still says that as Christians we are a witness when we respect
those whom God has placed in authority.

He also tells us that if we love our neighbor as much as we love
ourselves we won't want to harm, cheat or steal from them and we
won't sin against them.  He says that love is the greatest fulfillment
of the law.  God wants our lives to be a living sacrifice.

ROM AN S  13:11-14
And  do  th i s ,  know ing the  t im e ,  that  now  i t  i s  h i gh
t im e to  aw ake  ou t  o f  s l eep ;  f or  now  ou r  sal v at i on  i s
nearer  than  w hen  w e f i r s t  be l i ev ed .  

The  n igh t  i s  f ar  sp en t ,  the  day  i s  at  hand .  Theref ore
l e t  u s  c as t  o f f  the  w orks  o f  darknes s ,  and  l e t  u s  p u t
on  the  arm or  o f  l i gh t .



Let  u s  w alk  p rop er ly ,  as  in  the  day ,  not  in  rev e l ry
and  d ru nkennes s ,  no t  in  l i c en t i ou snes s  and
lew dnes s ,  no t  in  s t r i f e  and  env y .  

Bu t  p u t  on  the  Lord  J esu s  Chr i s t ,  and  m ake  no
p rov i s i on  f or  the  f l esh ,  t o  f u l f i l l  i t s  l u s t s .

Paul says that another reason for being a living sacrifice is that the
coming of the Lord Jesus is nearer now than when we first believed.
So we are to quit doing evil deeds of darkness and put on the Lord
Jesus.  We should ask the Lord to help us live as we should and not
make any provision for the flesh.

What do you suppose it means to not make a provision of the flesh?
That means that we need to make sure that we do not allow
anything into our lives that will feed our flesh or tempt us to sin.
We need to careful of what we think, or watch or listen to.  We
should only allow those things into our lives that are pleasing to
the Lord.  God wants our lives to be a living sacrifice.

ROM AN S  14:1-13
Rec e iv e  one  w ho  i s  w eak  in  the  f ai th ,  bu t  not  t o
d i sp u tes  ov er  dou bt f u l  th ings .  

For  one  be l i ev es  he  m ay  eat  al l  t h ings ,  bu t  he  w ho  i s
w eak  eat s  on ly  v eget abl es .  

Le t  not  h im  w ho  eat s  desp i s e  h im  w ho  does  not  eat ,
and  l e t  not  h im  w ho  does  not  eat  j u dge  h im  w ho  eat s ;
f or  God  has  rec e iv ed  h im .

Who are  you  to  j u dge  another 's  s erv an t ? To  h i s  ow n
m as t er  he  s t ands  or  f al l s .  Indeed ,  he  w i l l  be  m ade t o
s t and ,  f or  God  i s  abl e  t o  m ake  h im  s t and .  



One p erson  es t eem s  one  day  abov e  another ;  another
es t eem s  ev ery  day  al i ke .  Le t  eac h  be  f u l l y  c onv inc ed
in  h i s  ow n  m ind .  

He  w ho  observ es  the  day ,  observ es  i t  t o  the  Lord ;  and
he w ho  does  not  observ e  the  day ,  t o  the  Lord  he  does
not  observ e  i t .  He  w ho  eat s ,  eat s  t o  the  Lord ,  f or  he
giv es  God  thanks ;  and  he  w ho  does  not  eat ,  t o  the
Lord  he  does  not  eat ,  and  gi v es  God  thanks .

For  none  o f  u s  l i v es  t o  h im se l f ,  and  no  one  d i es  t o
h im se l f .  

For  i f  w e  l i v e ,  w e  l i v e  t o  the  Lord ;  and  i f  w e  d i e ,  w e
d ie  t o  the  Lord .  Theref ore ,  w hether  w e  l i v e  or  d i e ,  w e
are  the  Lord 's .  

For  t o  th i s  end  Chr i s t  d i ed  and  rose  and  l i v ed  again ,
that  He  m igh t  be  Lord  o f  bo th  the  dead  and  the
l i v ing.  

Bu t  w hy  do  you  ju dge  you r  bro ther ? Or  w hy  do  you
show  c on tem p t  f or  you r  bro ther ?  For  w e  shal l  a l l
s t and  bef ore  the  j u dgm ent  s eat  o f  Chr i s t .  

For  i t  i s  w r i t t en :  "As  I  l i v e ,  s ays  the  Lord ,  ev ery  knee
shal l  bow  to  M e ,  and  ev ery  t ongu e  shal l  c on f es s  t o
God ."

S o  then  eac h  o f  u s  shal l  gi v e  ac c ou nt  o f  h im se l f  t o
God .  

Theref ore  l e t  u s  not  j u dge  one  another  anym ore ,  bu t
rather  reso lv e  th i s ,  no t  t o  p u t  a s tu m bl ing bloc k  or  a
c au se  t o  f al l  i n  ou r  bro ther 's  w ay .



Paul says that we are to welcome and receive anyone, even though
they may be weaker in the faith than us.  He says we are not to
criticize or judge them for having different ideas about what is
right or wrong, Romans 14:1.  For instance, someone might think
it's all right to eat meat, while someone else might think that they
should only eat vegetables.  Some might think that Christians
should observe certain holidays as special days to worship God, but
others say it is wrong and foolish.

What’s Right and What’s Wrong?
Lead your class in a discussion of right and wrong.  Ask your
students to tell about things that are considered right by some and
wrong by others.  Be ready to differentiate these examples by
scripture.  Some things described will be wrong by the standard of
the Bible, but some things will be gray areas.

Ask your class how we should handle the gray areas?  Explain that
there is liberty in Christ, but we must be very careful not to cause a
brother to stumble.  God wants our lives to be a living
sacrifice.

On questions like this everyone must decide for himself after
seeking the Lord’s will.  We have no right to criticize someone else,
because each one of us will stand before the judgment seat of God
and give an account of ourselves to God.  We are not to criticize
each other anymore, but instead we are to live in such a way that
will never make another stumble or fall.  The main thing we need
to remember in this is that if we are doing something that bothers
someone else, or affects their walk with God then we shouldn’t do
it.  God wants our lives to be a living sacrifice.

ROM AN S  14:14-16
I  know  and  am  c onv inc ed  by  the  Lord  J esu s  that
there  i s  no th ing u nc l ean  o f  i t s e l f ;  bu t  t o  h im  w ho



c ons iders  anyth ing t o  be  u nc l ean ,  t o  h im  i t  i s
u nc l ean .  

Yet  i f  you r  bro ther  i s  gr i ev ed  bec au se  o f  you r  f ood ,
you  are  no  l onger  w alk ing in  l ov e .  D o  not  des t roy
w i th  you r  f ood  the  one  f or  w hom  Chr i s t  d i ed .  

Theref ore  do  not  l e t  you r  good  be  sp oken  o f  as  ev i l ;

Paul says that the Lord Jesus convinces him that there is nothing
wrong with eating meat, but that if someone believes it is wrong,
then he shouldn't do it because for him it is wrong.  (Paul is talking
about meat, but this really applies to any other freedom we may
have in Christ.)

We may think something is all right for us but if it causes someone
to stumble and we continue to do it, then we are not walking in
love.  Don't let your freedom ruin someone for whom Christ died.
We are not to do anything that would cause our good to be spoken
evil of, even though we may know that what we are doing is all
right.  God wants our lives to be a living sacrifice.

ROM AN S  14:17-23
f or  the  k ingdom  of  God  i s  not  f ood  and  d r ink ,  bu t
r i gh t eou snes s  and  p eac e  and  j oy  in  the  Ho ly  S p i r i t .  
For  he  w ho  serv es  Chr i s t  in  these  th ings  i s
ac c ep tabl e  t o  God  and  ap p rov ed  by  m en .  

Theref ore  l e t  u s  p u rsu e  the  th ings  w h i c h  m ake  f or
p eac e  and  the  th ings  by  w h i c h  one  m ay  ed i f y
another .  

D o  not  des t roy  the  w ork  o f  God  f or  the  sake  o f  f ood .
Al l  th ings  indeed  are  p u re ,  bu t  i t  i s  ev i l  f or  the  m an
w ho eat s  w i th  o f f ense .  



I t  i s  good  ne i ther  t o  eat  m eat  nor  d r ink  w ine  nor  do
anyth ing by  w h i c h  you r  bro ther  s tu m bles  or  i s
o f f ended  or  i s  m ade w eak .  

D o  you  hav e  f ai th ? Hav e  i t  t o  you rse l f  bef ore  God .
Hap p y  i s  he  w ho  does  not  c ondem n h im se l f  i n  w hat
he  ap p rov es .  

Bu t  he  w ho  dou bt s  i s  c ondem ned  i f  he  eat s ,  bec au se
he  does  not  eat  f rom  f ai th ;  f or  w hatev er  i s  no t  f rom
f ai th  i s  s in .

The kingdom of God is not about eating food or what holidays we
observe or any of these other issues, but righteousness, peace, and
joy in the Holy Spirit.  That is what is important.  So we should
pursue those things that make for peace and that build each other
up; this is the right thing to do.  We may know that there is nothing
wrong with what we do, even from God's point of view, but if it
offends someone else and causes him or her to sin then we
shouldn't do it.  God wants our lives to be a living sacrifice.

ROM AN S  15:1-6
We then  w ho  are  s t rong ou gh t  t o  bear  w i th  the
sc ru p les  o f  the  w eak ,  and  not  t o  p l ease  ou rse l v es .  

Le t  eac h  o f  u s  p l ease  h i s  ne i ghbor  f or  h i s  good ,
l ead ing t o  ed i f i c at i on .  

For  ev en  Chr i s t  d id  not  p l ease  Him se l f ;  bu t  as  i t  i s
w r i t t en ,  "The  rep roac hes  o f  those  w ho  rep roac hed
You  f e l l  on  M e."  

For  w hatev er  th ings  w ere  w r i t t en  bef ore  w ere  w r i t t en
f or  ou r  l earn ing,  that  w e  th rou gh  the  p at i enc e  and
c om f or t  o f  the  S c r ip tu res  m igh t  hav e  hop e .



N ow  m ay  the  God  o f  p at i enc e  and  c om f or t  gran t  you
to  be  l i k e -m inded  tow ard  one  another ,  ac c ord ing t o
Chr i s t  J esu s ,

that  you  m ay  w i th  one  m ind  and  one  m ou th  glor i f y
the  God  and  Father  o f  ou r  Lord  J esu s  Chr i s t .

Those of us who are strong should bear the burdens of those who
are weak; we should be considerate of them and not just try to
please ourselves.  We should each try to please his neighbor for his
good and to build him up.  Even Christ did not please himself, but
came for the very purpose of suffering the insults of others.

My Brother’s Keeper
Pass out to each student in your class a small sticker.  Instruct
them not to peel off the sticker yet or stick it anywhere.  Have them
sit in a circle around the room.

Tell your class that they may peel the sticker now and stick it onto
the top part of their hands.  HOWEVER, they may not use their
hands to do it and they must remain sitting upright.  They may be
confused as to how to accomplish this, but give them hints if they
are struggling that you are trying to get them to help each other
put the stickers on.

When they have put stickers on each others hands, tell them that
being a part of the body of Christ is to look out for one another’s
needs.  We need to not only look after our own interests, but the
interests of others.  God wants our lives to be a living
sacrifice.

In Psalms it says "The insults of those who insult you fell on me."
These things were written for us to learn patience and how to
encourage others.  Paul gives the church encouragement by saying,
"May the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded



toward one another, according to Christ Jesus that you may with
one mind and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.”  God wants our lives to be a living sacrifice.

ROM AN S  15:7-13
Theref ore  rec e iv e  one  another ,  j u s t  as  Chr i s t  al so
rec e iv ed  u s ,  t o  the  glory  o f  God .  

N ow  I  s ay  that  J esu s  Chr i s t  has  bec om e a s erv an t  t o
the  c i r c u m c i s i on  f or  the  t ru th  o f  God ,  t o  c on f i rm  the
p rom i ses  m ade t o  the  f athers ,

and  that  the  Gen t i l es  m igh t  glor i f y  God  f or  Hi s
m erc y ,  as  i t  i s  w r i t t en :  "For  th i s  reason  I  w i l l  c on f es s
to  You  am ong the  Gen t i l es ,  and  s ing t o  You r  nam e."
And  again  he  says :  "Re jo i c e ,  O Gen t i l es ,  w i th  Hi s
p eop le !"  

And  again :  "Prai s e  the  Lord ,  al l  you  Gen t i l es ! l au d
Him , al l  you  p eop les !"  
And  again ,  I s ai ah  says :  "There  shal l  be  a root  o f
J es se ;  and  He  w ho  shal l  r i s e  t o  re i gn  ov er  the
Gent i l es ,  i n  Him  the  Gen t i l es  shal l  hop e ."  

N ow  m ay  the  God  o f  hop e  f i l l  you  w i th  al l  j oy  and
p eac e  in  be l i ev ing,  that  you  m ay  abou nd  in  hop e  by
the  p ow er  o f  the  Ho ly  S p i r i t .

In the close of this part of the letter, Paul encourages believers to
receive one another warmly just as Christ Jesus has received us.  He
reminds us that Jesus came to show that God is true to His
promises and to help us who believe.  He then shares with us
several passages of scripture about rejoicing in the Lord. Then he
ends with a prayer that the God of hope would fill us with all joy
and peace in believing that we may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.  Paul encourages us to give our lives



completely for God.   God wants our lives to be a living
sacrifice.

So there are a lot of things involved in being a living sacrifice.  Let’s
review the main things we need to remember.

1. Being a living sacrifice means that we are giving our whole lives
to God.
2. Being a living sacrifice means that our lives will imitate Jesus.
3. Being a living sacrifice means that we will love and serve others.
4. Being a living sacrifice means that we will respect those whom
God has place in authority.
5. Being a living sacrifice means that we will help our brothers and
sisters in Christ and not make them stumble.

May God greatly bless you as you present yourself a living sacrifice
to Him.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to love as the Lord
directs us.  If there are any children who have not yet responded to
the gospel, give them opportunity to do so.




