
Lesson 319

Spiritual Gifts

1 Corinthians 12:1-31; 14:1-40



MEMORY VERSE
1 CORINTHIANS 12:11-12
But one and the same Spirit works all these things,
distributing to each one individually as He wills.  For as the
body is one and has many members, but all the members of
that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ.

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
A large poster board or pieces of construction paper or an old, large
poster, scissors, and a blindfold.

Small containers of items like salt, sugar, flour, rice, cloves,
cinnamon, oatmeal, pepper, curry, cumin, etc. and a blindfold.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Every Job is Important!
Think of different “jobs” that your class can do around the room.
Have them do things like pick up trash, pass out Bibles, serve cups
of water to the other children, clean off the chalkboard tray, pass
out papers, etc.  Make sure that everyone has at least one task to
do.

When everyone is done with their task, discuss why each
responsibility was important.  Explain that today we are going to be
talking about spiritual gifts and why each person’s service is so
important.  Ask what would have happened if any part hadn’t done
their job.  Explain that God gives us all different gifts to serve
Him and to serve others.  



LESSON TIME!
All of us like to receive and give special gifts.  The giving and
getting of gifts produces different feelings for everyone; some may
be happy, overjoyed or excited.  Often times we feel so good about
a gift we've received that we want to share it with everyone.

Well...you know what?  God loves to give gifts and He has given each
of His children some very special gifts that He wants us to share
with each other and to use to help each other.  These aren't gifts
that come in a box or a package; they are called spiritual gifts and
are given to us by God's Holy Spirit.  We'll learn more about some
of those different gifts today as we take a look at Paul's letter to the
Corinthian church.

1 COR IN THIAN S  12:1-11
N ow  c onc ern ing sp i r i tu al  gi f t s ,  bre thren ,  I  do  not
w ant  you  to  be  i gnoran t :

You  know  that  you  w ere  Gen t i l es ,  c ar r i ed  aw ay  t o
these  du m b ido l s ,  how ev er  you  w ere  l ed .  
Theref ore  I  m ake  know n  to  you  that  no  one  sp eak ing
by  the  S p i r i t  o f  God  c al l s  J esu s  ac c u rsed ,  and  no  one
c an  say  that  J esu s  i s  Lord  exc ep t  by  the  Ho ly  S p i r i t .

N ow  there  are  d iv ers i t i es  o f  gi f t s ,  bu t  the  sam e
S p i r i t .  

There  are  d i f f erenc es  o f  m in i s t r i es ,  bu t  the  sam e
Lord .  

And  there  are  d iv ers i t i es  o f  ac t i v i t i es ,  bu t  i t  i s  the
sam e God  w ho  w orks  al l  i n  al l .  

Bu t  the  m an i f es t at i on  o f  the  S p i r i t  i s  gi v en  t o  eac h
one f or  the  p ro f i t  o f  al l :



f or  t o  one  i s  gi v en  the  w ord  o f  w i sdom  throu gh  the
S p i r i t ,  t o  another  the  w ord  o f  know ledge  th rou gh  the
sam e S p i r i t ,

t o  another  f ai th  by  the  sam e S p i r i t ,  t o  another  gi f t s
o f  heal ings  by  the  sam e S p i r i t ,

t o  another  the  w ork ing o f  m i rac l es ,  t o  another
p rop hec y ,  t o  another  d i s c ern ing o f  sp i r i t s ,  t o
another  d i f f eren t  k inds  o f  t ongu es ,  t o  another  the
in t erp ret at i on  o f  t ongu es .  

Bu t  one  and  the  sam e S p i r i t  w orks  al l  t hese  th ings ,
d i s t r ibu t ing t o  eac h  one  ind iv idu al l y  as  He  w i l l s .

In this letter to the church at Corinth, Paul tells us about the
different gifts and abilities that the Holy Spirit has given to each
believer.  He wants to explain to us about the different gifts that
God has given so that we won't misunderstand what they are and
how they are to be used in the church.  It is very important that we
understand what God’s Word says about spiritual gifts because
many today don’t use them according to God’s Word.

Paul says that there are many different kinds of service to God, but
it is still the same Lord we are serving and the gifts God has given
us are to be used to serve Him.  God may give the gift of wisdom (or
wise advice) to one person and to someone else He may give
knowledge or the ability to teach.  

He may give special faith to another and to someone else the power
to heal the sick.  He gives power to prophesy and to preach.  He
might give someone else the wisdom to know whether evil spirits
are speaking through those who claim to be giving God's message
or whether it is really the Spirit of God who is speaking.



Still another is able to speak in languages he never learned; and to
others, who do not know that language, the ability to understand
what is being said.  God distributes these gifts individually as He
wills, but it is still the same Holy Spirit that works all these
together.  Paul explains that God gives us all different gifts t o
serve Him and to serve others.  

These gifts that God has so graciously given us, may not be
purchased in a store, but they were still made possible at a great
price.  God gave His one and only son, Jesus Christ, to pay the price
for our sins, and because Jesus was obedient to God the Father, He
died on a cross to forgive us of our sins and He made it possible for
us to have these spiritual gifts.

1 COR IN THIAN S  12:12-31
For  as  the  body  i s  one  and  has  m any  m em bers ,  bu t
al l  the  m em bers  o f  that  one  body ,  be ing m any ,  are
one  body ,  so  al so  i s  Chr i s t .  

For  by  one  S p i r i t  w e  w ere  al l  bap t i z ed  in to  one  body-
-w hether  J ew s  or  Greeks ,  w hether  s l av es  or  f ree --and
hav e  al l  been  m ade t o  d r ink  in to  one  S p i r i t .  

For  in  f ac t  the  body  i s  not  one  m em ber  bu t  m any .

I f  the  f oo t  shou ld  say ,  "Bec au se  I  am  not  a hand ,  I  am
not  o f  the  body ,"  i s  i t  t heref ore  not  o f  the  body?  

And  i f  the  ear  shou ld  say ,  "Bec au se  I  am  not  an  eye ,  I
am  not  o f  the  body ,"  i s  i t  t heref ore  not  o f  the  body?  

I f  the  w ho le  body  w ere  an  eye ,  w here  w ou ld  be  the
hear ing? I f  the  w ho le  w ere  hear ing,  w here  w ou ld  be
the  sm el l ing?  



Bu t  now  God  has  s e t  the  m em bers ,  eac h  one  o f  them ,
in  the  body  ju s t  as  He  p l eased .  

And  i f  they  w ere  al l  one  m em ber ,  w here  w ou ld  the
body  be?

Bu t  now  indeed  there  are  m any  m em bers ,  ye t  one
body .

And  the  eye  c annot  s ay  t o  the  hand ,  " I  hav e  no  need
of  you " ;  nor  again  the  head  to  the  f ee t ,  " I  hav e  no
need  o f  you ."  

N o ,  m u c h  rather ,  those  m em bers  o f  the  body  w h i c h
seem  to  be  w eaker  are  nec es sary .  

And  those  m em bers  o f  the  body  w h i c h  w e  th ink  t o  be
l es s  honorabl e ,  on  these  w e  bes tow  great er  honor ;
and  ou r  u np resen tabl e  p ar t s  hav e  great er  m odes ty ,

bu t  ou r  p resen tabl e  p ar t s  hav e  no  need .  Bu t  God
c om p osed  the  body ,  hav ing gi v en  great er  honor  t o
that  p ar t  w h i c h  l ac k s  i t ,

t hat  there  shou ld  be  no  s c h i sm  in  the  body ,  bu t  that
the  m em bers  shou ld  hav e  the  sam e c are  f or  one
another .

And  i f  one  m em ber  su f f er s ,  a l l  t he  m em bers  su f f er
w i th  i t ;  o r  i f  one  m em ber  i s  honored ,  al l  t he
m em bers  re j o i c e  w i th  i t .  

N ow  you  are  the  body  o f  Chr i s t ,  and  m em bers
ind iv idu al l y .  



And  God  has  ap p o in t ed  these  in  the  c hu rc h :  f i r s t
ap os t l es ,  s ec ond  p rop het s ,  th i rd  t eac hers ,  af t er  that
m i rac l es ,  then  gi f t s  o f  heal ings ,  he lp s ,
adm in i s t rat i ons ,  v ar i e t i es  o f  t ongu es .  

Are  al l  ap os t l es ? Are  al l  p rop het s ? Are  al l  t eac hers ?
Are  al l  w orkers  o f  m i rac l es ?  

D o  al l  hav e  gi f t s  o f  heal ings ? D o  al l  sp eak  w i th
tongu es ? D o  al l  i n t erp ret ?  

Bu t  earnes t l y  des i re  the  bes t  gi f t s .  And  yet  I  show
you  a m ore  exc e l l en t  w ay .

Paul explains the “body of Christ working together” by explaining
how our bodies have many parts, but the many parts only make up
ONE body.  So it is with the body of Christ.  He gives examples of
what it means about the whole body of Christ working together by
explaining the importance of our body parts.

What if the foot should say, “I am not a part of the body because I
am not a hand”?  That doesn't make it any less a part of the body.
And what would you think if you heard an ear say, “I am not part of
the body because I am only an ear and not an eye”?  Would that
make it any less a part of the body?  Suppose the whole body was
an eye, how would you hear?  Or if your whole body was just one
big ear, how could you smell anything?

That isn't the way God has made us.  He has made many parts for
our bodies and has put each part just where He wants it.  Some of
the parts that seem the weakest and least important are really the
most necessary.  All of us together are the one body of Christ, and
each one of us is a separate and necessary part of it; all our gifts are
different and important too.  God gives us all different gifts t o
serve Him and to serve others.  



Funny Body
Cut from a large poster board or pieces of construction paper,
parts representing the different parts of the body: head, torso,
arms, hands, legs, feet (if you have an old, large poster, you may
want to cut it out).

Put a blindfold on volunteers and see if they can reconstruct the
funny body.

Explain to your class that each part of the body is important.  God
gives us all different gifts to serve Him and to serve others.  

Paul's illustration of the body parts can seem somewhat humorous,
but he made it simple enough for us to understand.  That's the way
God is, He gave Paul this example to share with us because He knew
all of us could understand it.  God's plan for us is so wonderful!  He
makes each of us different and special and with different abilities,
yet they are all necessary and important for helping and
encouraging each other.

1 COR IN THIAN S  14:1-40
Pu rsu e  l ov e ,  and  des i re  sp i r i tu al  gi f t s ,  bu t  esp ec i al l y
that  you  m ay  p rop hesy .  

For  he  w ho  sp eaks  in  a t ongu e  does  not  sp eak  t o  m en
bu t  t o  God ,  f or  no  one  u nders t ands  h im ; how ev er ,  i n
the  sp i r i t  he  sp eaks  m ys t er i es .  

Bu t  he  w ho  p rop hes i es  sp eaks  ed i f i c at i on  and
exhor t at i on  and  c om f or t  t o  m en .  

He  w ho  sp eaks  in  a t ongu e  ed i f i es  h im se l f ,  bu t  he
w ho p rop hes i es  ed i f i es  the  c hu rc h .



I  w i sh  you  al l  sp oke  w i th  t ongu es ,  bu t  ev en  m ore
that  you  p rop hes i ed ;  f or  he  w ho  p rop hes i es  i s
great er  than  he  w ho  sp eaks  w i th  t ongu es ,  u n l es s
indeed  he  in t erp ret s ,  that  the  c hu rc h  m ay  rec e iv e
ed i f i c at i on .  

Bu t  now , brethren ,  i f  I  c om e to  you  sp eak ing w i th
tongu es ,  w hat  shal l  I  p ro f i t  you  u n les s  I  sp eak  t o  you
e i ther  by  rev e l at i on ,  by  know ledge ,  by  p rop hesy ing,
or  by  t eac h ing?

Ev en  th ings  w i thou t  l i f e ,  w hether  f lu t e  or  harp ,  w hen
they  m ake  a sou nd ,  u n l es s  they  m ake  a d i s t inc t i on  in
the  sou nds ,  how  w i l l  i t  be  know n  w hat  i s  p ip ed  or
p layed ?  

For  i f  the  t ru m p et  m akes  an  u nc er t ain  sou nd ,  w ho
w i l l  p rep are  h im se l f  f or  bat t l e ?  S o  l i k ew i se  you ,
u n les s  you  u t t er  by  the  t ongu e  w ords  easy  t o
u nders t and ,  how  w i l l  i t  be  know n  w hat  i s  sp oken?
For  you  w i l l  be  sp eak ing in to  the  ai r .
There  are ,  i t  m ay  be ,  so  m any  k inds  o f  l angu ages  in
the  w or ld ,  and  none  o f  them  i s  w i thou t  s i gn i f i c anc e .  

Theref ore ,  i f  I  do  not  know  the  m ean ing o f  the
l angu age ,  I  shal l  be  a f ore i gner  t o  h im  w ho  sp eaks ,
and  he  w ho  sp eaks  w i l l  be  a f ore i gner  t o  m e .  

Ev en  so  you ,  s inc e  you  are  z ealou s  f or  sp i r i tu al  gi f t s ,
l e t  i t  be  f or  the  ed i f i c at i on  o f  the  c hu rc h  that  you
seek  t o  exc e l .

Theref ore  l e t  h im  w ho  sp eaks  in  a t ongu e  p ray  that
he  m ay  in t erp ret .  



For  i f  I  p ray  in  a t ongu e ,  m y sp i r i t  p rays ,  bu t  m y
u nders t and ing i s  u n f ru i t f u l .  

What  i s  the  resu l t  then? I  w i l l  p ray  w i th  the  sp i r i t ,
and  I  w i l l  a l so  p ray  w i th  the  u nders t and ing.  I  w i l l
s ing w i th  the  sp i r i t ,  and  I  w i l l  a l so  s ing w i th  the
u nders t and ing.  

Otherw i se ,  i f  you  bl es s  w i th  the  sp i r i t ,  how  w i l l  he
w ho  oc c u p ies  the  p l ac e  o f  the  u n in f orm ed  say
"Am en"  at  you r  gi v ing o f  thanks ,  s inc e  he  does  not
u nders t and  w hat  you  say?  

For  you  indeed  gi v e  thanks  w e l l ,  bu t  the  o ther  i s  no t
ed i f i ed .

I  thank  m y God  I  sp eak  w i th  t ongu es  m ore  than  you
al l ;

ye t  in  the  c hu rc h  I  w ou ld  rather  sp eak  f i v e  w ords
w i th  m y u nders t and ing,  that  I  m ay  t eac h  o thers  al so ,
than  t en  thou sand  w ords  in  a t ongu e .  

Bre thren ,  do  not  be  c h i ld ren  in  u nders t and ing;
how ev er ,  i n  m al i c e  be  babes ,  bu t  in  u nders t and ing be
m atu re .  
In  the  l aw  i t  i s  w r i t t en :  "Wi th  m en  o f  o ther  t ongu es
and  o ther  l i p s  I  w i l l  sp eak  t o  th i s  p eop le ;  and  yet ,
f or  al l  t hat ,  they  w i l l  no t  hear  M e ,"  s ays  the  Lord .

Theref ore  t ongu es  are  f or  a s i gn ,  not  t o  those  w ho
bel i ev e  bu t  t o  u nbel i ev ers ;  bu t  p rop hesy ing i s  not
f or  u nbel i ev ers  bu t  f or  those  w ho  be l i ev e .  

Theref ore  i f  the  w ho le  c hu rc h  c om es  t ogether  in  one
p lac e ,  and  al l  sp eak  w i th  t ongu es ,  and  there  c om e in



those  w ho  are  u n in f orm ed  or  u nbel i ev ers ,  w i l l  t hey
not  s ay  that  you  are  ou t  o f  you r  m ind?  

Bu t  i f  a l l  p rop hesy ,  and  an  u nbel i ev er  or  an
u n in f orm ed  p erson  c om es  in ,  he  i s  c onv inc ed  by  al l ,
he  i s  j u dged  by  al l .  

And  thu s  the  s ec ret s  o f  h i s  hear t  are  rev eal ed ;  and
so ,  f al l i ng dow n  on  h i s  f ac e ,  he  w i l l  w orsh ip  God  and
rep or t  that  God  i s  t ru ly  am ong you .

How  i s  i t  t hen ,  brethren? Whenev er  you  c om e
together ,  eac h  o f  you  has  a p salm , has  a t eac h ing,
has  a t ongu e ,  has  a rev e l at i on ,  has  an  in t erp ret at i on .
Let  al l  t h ings  be  done  f or  ed i f i c at i on .  

I f  anyone sp eaks  in  a t ongu e ,  l e t  there  be  tw o  or  at
the  m os t  th ree ,  eac h  in  tu rn ,  and  l e t  one  in t erp ret .  

Bu t  i f  t here  i s  no  in t erp ret er ,  l e t  h im  keep  s i l en t  in
c hu rc h ,  and  l e t  h im  sp eak  t o  h im se l f  and  to  God .  

Le t  tw o  or  th ree  p rop het s  sp eak ,  and  l e t  the  o thers
ju dge .  

Bu t  i f  anyth ing i s  rev eal ed  t o  another  w ho  s i t s  by ,  l e t
the  f i r s t  keep  s i l en t .  

For  you  c an  al l  p rop hesy  one  by  one ,  that  al l  m ay
learn  and  al l  m ay  be  enc ou raged .  

And  the  sp i r i t s  o f  the  p rop het s  are  su bj ec t  t o  the
p rop het s .  

For  God  i s  not  the  au thor  o f  c on f u s ion  bu t  o f  p eac e ,
as  in  al l  t he  c hu rc hes  o f  the  sain t s .



Let  you r  w om en  keep  s i l en t  in  the  c hu rc hes ,  f or  they
are  not  p erm i t t ed  t o  sp eak ;  bu t  they  are  t o  be
su bm is s i v e ,  as  the  l aw  al so  says .  

And  i f  they  w an t  t o  l earn  som eth ing,  l e t  them  ask
the i r  ow n  hu sbands  at  hom e;  f or  i t  i s  sham ef u l  f or
w om en  to  sp eak  in  c hu rc h .  
Or  d id  the  w ord  o f  God  c om e or i ginal l y  f rom  you ? Or
w as  i t  you  on ly  that  i t  r eac hed?

I f  anyone th inks  h im se l f  t o  be  a p rop het  or  sp i r i tu al ,
l e t  h im  ac know ledge  that  the  th ings  w h i c h  I  w r i t e  t o
you  are  the  c om m andm ent s  o f  the  Lord .  

Bu t  i f  anyone i s  i gnoran t ,  l e t  h im  be  i gnoran t .  
Theref ore ,  brethren ,  des i re  earnes t l y  t o  p rop hesy ,
and  do  not  f orbid  t o  sp eak  w i th  t ongu es .  
Le t  al l  t h ings  be  done  dec en t ly  and  in  order .

Aside from all the “gifts” that the Holy Spirit has given us, Paul says
we are to pursue love.  That is to be the most important aim we
should have.  God wants us to ask for the special gifts the Holy
Spirit gives, but He wants love to be our greatest aim.

Paul concludes his talk about spiritual gifts by explaining that
when the body of Christ meets together and is sharing their various
gifts, the result will be that some will sing, another will teach, and
another will worship and extol the Lord in an unknown language.
But everything that is done must be useful to all and build each
other up in the Lord.  Paul also wants the believers to know that
God is a God of order and therefore He wants our worship to be
done in an orderly way.

God delights in giving us special gifts, but He wants us to use them
correctly and according to His word.  He loves to see the body of
Christ (that's us) using our gifts together as one.  Everything we do



should be done in love; like Paul said "That's our greatest aim."
God gives us all different gifts to serve Him and to serve
others.  

Maybe some of you have heard of speaking in tongues and
wondered what it is.  Really it is praising the Lord in a language that
you have not learned.  These passages of scripture teach us that not
everyone has the gift of tongues, but many do.  It really isn’t the
most important gift, but should be exercised if you have it.  When
the church comes together and someone wants to speak in other
tongues they can only do it if there is someone to interpret or
explain what is being said.  Paul taught the importance of people
being able to understand what is happening in a church service.
Things should never be out of control.

We need to desire spiritual gifts.  We should pray and ask the Lord
to show us what our gifts are.  For additional gifts you can also
refer to Romans 12:6-8.  Remember, the Lord gives us gifts not to
get people to notice us or think we are great people, but to serve
others and to give the Father glory through our lives.  What a
blessing and privilege it is to serve the Lord and His people.

Guessing Game
You will need small containers of items blindfolded children can
feel, touch, smell, and taste to guess what they are (salt, sugar,
flour, rice, cloves, cinnamon, oatmeal, pepper, curry, cumin, etc.)

Blindfold volunteers and let them try to figure out what each item
is.

When your are through, explain the importance of each of our
senses and how we use them to navigate our way through life.  We
need them all to know what things are, just like we need every part
of the body of Christ to function well together.  Explain that God
gives us all different gifts to serve Him and to serve others.  



PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of thanksgiving for being a part of the
body; pray for commitment to be what God wants us to be in His
body.  If there are any children who have not yet responded to the
gospel, give them opportunity to do so.




