
Lesson 018

Sodom And Gomorrah

Genesis 19:1-30



MEMORY VERSE
2 PETER 2:9
...then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of
temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment
for the day of judgment...

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Bring in some tree leaves (or if in a season when leaves aren’t
available cut out leaves from constructions paper), cardstock
paper, crayons or markers and glue.

Before class cut out two circles (approximately 2” in diameter)
from poster board (or cardboard, it must be sturdy) for each child
in your class.  You will also need markers or crayons and masking
tape.  

Fruit preserves, matching fresh fruit, and crackers.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Make Like a Tree and Leave
Gather some leaves for each child in your class (can be green leaves
of fall leaves.  If out of season, cut out leaves from construction
paper).  

Have each child draw a tree trunk on a sheet of cardstock or white
construction paper and have them glue the leaves to the branches
of the trees.

Explain to your class that in today’s lesson, angels will tell Lot to
“leave” Sodom.  This was probably very hard for him to do as he
was leaving two daughters with their husbands in the doomed city.
Explain that we should be obedient to God even when it is difficult.
God will deliver the righteous, but will punish the wicked.



LESSON TIME!
Today we are going to learn about the ancient cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah.  Last week, we talked about how Jesus and the two
angels came and talked to Abraham.  When the two angels left going
toward Sodom and Gomorrah, the Lord stayed behind and told
Abraham what He was planning to do with Sodom and Gomorrah
and the surrounding cities; that He was planning to judge and
destroy them.

Abraham pleaded with God and asked if there were fifty righteous
people in the cities, would God spare the cities.  He kept bargaining
down to the ten righteous people.  God told Abraham that if only
ten righteous people could be found in the entire city He would
spare it.  God is truly merciful and gracious down to the last
moments of judging those who are evil.  His desire is that all would
turn from evil to Him.  Today we will learn that God will deliver
the righteous, but will punish the wicked.

Keep in mind as we hear today's story, that once we accept Jesus in
our hearts, we become His children.  Through the work that Jesus
did on the cross, God sees us as righteous; He will deliver us and
protect us.  In the world today it seems as though the ungodly are
getting away with all of their sin, but God will undoubtedly punish
them.  The reason that He hasn’t up to now is because He is
merciful and gracious, desiring that all would turn to Him.  God
will deliver the righteous, but will punish the wicked.

GEN ES IS  19:1-3
N ow  the  tw o  ange l s  c am e to  S odom  in  the  ev en ing,
and  Lo t  w as  s i t t ing in  the  gat e  o f  S odom .  When  Lo t
saw  them , he  rose  t o  m eet  them , and  he  bow ed
h im se l f  w i th  h i s  f ac e  t ow ard  the  grou nd .

And  he  said ,  "Here  now , m y l ord s ,  p l ease  tu rn  in  t o
you r  s erv an t 's  hou se  and  sp end  the  n igh t ,  and  w ash



you r  f ee t ;  t hen  you  m ay  r i s e  ear ly  and  go  on  you r
w ay ."  And  they  said ,  "N o ,  bu t  w e  w i l l  sp end  the  n igh t
in  the  op en  squ are ."  

Bu t  he  in s i s t ed  s t rongly ;  so  they  tu rned  in  t o  h im
and  en tered  h i s  hou se .  Then  he  m ade them  a f eas t ,
and  baked  u n leav ened  bread ,  and  they  at e .

Two of the angels that were with Abraham had left and made their
way to Sodom in the evening.  Now Lot was sitting at the gate of
Sodom, which meant that he was a judge or a leader in the city.
Judges usually sat by the city gates, the public places, (John 29:7,
12-17) where legal and business transactions were finalized.

Lot was a righteous man (2 Peter 2:7-8), but his flesh was also
strong.  He first pitched his tent close to Sodom, but later he
moved into Sodom, now we see that he is part of the leadership in
the city.  It appears that the city ended up controlling his life.  We
must be so careful to not follow what looks good to us by sight.  Lot
knew that what went on in Sodom was wrong.  In fact, he made the
attempt to bring righteousness into Sodom with him, but he was
lacking power.

There is always a danger as God’s people to become too
comfortable in this world.  We are to be “in” this world, but not “of”
it.  We are salt and light, but we need to be careful that the things
and the ways of this world don’t control our lives.  We must always
go where God calls us, for then He will go with us.  But if we go
where we want to, out of God's will, then God will not bless the
work we do, even if we do it with the best of intentions.

Lot saw the two angels and he recognized them and went and
bowed down to them.  He invited them into his house but they
refused and said they would stay in the open square.  Lot
continued to persist strongly, and they did come into his house.
Notice the difference between the angel’s attitude toward Abraham



and Lot.  With Abraham all three ate with him but with Lot, they
would hardly enter his house.  Yet God's wonderful grace, against
such a dark background, was to save Lot and his family.  God will
deliver the righteous, but will punish the wicked.

GEN ES IS  19:4-11
N ow  bef ore  they  l ay  dow n , the  m en  o f  the  c i t y ,  the
m en  o f  S odom , both  o ld  and  you ng,  al l  t he  p eop le
f rom  ev ery  qu ar t er ,  su rrou nded  the  hou se .  

And  they  c al l ed  t o  Lo t  and  said  t o  h im , "Where  are
the  m en  w ho  c am e to  you  ton igh t ? Br ing them  ou t  t o
u s  that  w e  m ay  know  them  c arnal l y ."

S o  Lo t  w en t  ou t  t o  them  throu gh  the  doorw ay ,  shu t
the  door  beh ind  h im ,

and  said ,  "Pl ease ,  m y  brethren ,  do  not  do  so
w i c ked ly !

"S ee  now , I  hav e  tw o  dau ghters  w ho  hav e  not  know n
a m an ;  p l ease ,  l e t  m e br ing them  ou t  t o  you ,  and  you
m ay do  t o  them  as  you  w i sh ;  on ly  do  noth ing t o
these  m en ,  s inc e  th i s  i s  the  reason  they  hav e  c om e
u nder  the  shadow  o f  m y roof ."

And  they  said ,  "S t and  bac k !"   Then  they  said ,  "Th i s
one  c am e in  t o  so j ou rn ,  and  he  keep s  ac t ing as  a
ju dge ;  now  w e w i l l  deal  w orse  w i th  you  than  w i th
them ."   S o  they  p res sed  hard  again s t  the  m an  Lot ,
and  c am e near  t o  break  dow n  the  door .  

Bu t  the  m en  reac hed  ou t  the i r  hands  and  p u l l ed  Lo t
in to  the  hou se  w i th  them , and  shu t  the  door .  



And  they  s t ru c k  the  m en  w ho  w ere  at  the  doorw ay  o f
the  hou se  w i th  bl indnes s ,  bo th  sm al l  and  great ,  so
that  they  bec am e w eary  t ry ing t o  f ind  the  door .

Here we see that the men of the city must have seen the angels.
They were so filled with sin that they wanted to come and treat the
angels very badly.  They were going to hurt the visitors in order to
commit their sin and wickedness.  These men had allowed sin to so
fill them that they would do anything to commit sin.  Their
intentions toward the angels were an abomination before the Lord.

Now we must realize that God didn't destroy Sodom because of any
one sin; sin is sin in God's eyes.  But when a culture accepts a sin as
normal lifestyle, it indicates that that culture is devoid of morals
and filled with sin.  If they accept one sin as normal lifestyle, they
will accept anything and do anything regardless of God’s standard.
Even though Sodom was filled with sin and wickedness, God would
have spared them if only a few would have turned to Him.  God
will deliver the righteous, but will punish the wicked.

We must never accept sin.  It is so easy to go with the flow and say
that things are all right.  No, we must see sin through God's eyes.
How do we see sin through God's eyes?  We read the Bible.  It's like
putting on a pair of glasses so you can see clearly.  Remember, God
wants us to love those who are controlled by sin in their lives, but
we should never accept any kind of sin as a normal way of life or a
right thing to do.  God will deliver the righteous, but wil l
punish the wicked.

Lot went out to try to calm down the people.  He even offered his
two daughters to them, further indicating how far he had
compromised with the world.  What a sad place for Lot or anyone
to be in!  The world has no respect for a compromising Christian.
They cried out as if to say, “Who does this guy think he is?  He
thinks he can judge us.”  So they decided to treat him worse than
they were going to treat the angels, and they pressed him against



the door to the point of almost breaking it down.  Then the angels
stretched out their hands and blinded the wicked people and
confused their senses so they could not find the door.

What a lesson we can learn about compromising with the world.
Let’s remember the lesson of Lot and his family and remain
committed to be faithful to the Lord no matter what.

GEN ES IS  19:12-14
Then  the  m en  said  t o  Lo t ,  "Hav e  you  anyone e l s e
here? S on -in -l aw ,  you r  sons ,  you r  dau gh ters ,  and
w hom ev er  you  hav e  in  the  c i t y --t ake  them  ou t  o f  th i s
p l ac e !  

"For  w e  w i l l  des t roy  th i s  p l ac e ,  bec au se  the  ou t c ry
again s t  them  has  grow n  great  bef ore  the  f ac e  o f  the
LORD , and  the  LORD  has  s en t  u s  t o  des t roy  i t ."  

S o  Lo t  w en t  ou t  and  sp oke  t o  h i s  sons - in - l aw ,  w ho
had  m arr i ed  h i s  dau gh ters ,  and  said ,  "Get  u p ,  ge t  ou t
o f  th i s  p l ac e ;  f or  the  LORD  w i l l  des t roy  th i s  c i t y !"
Bu t  t o  h i s  sons - in - l aw  he  s eem ed  to  be  j ok ing.

Then the angels asked Lot about his relatives.  The invitation was to
any righteous in Sodom.  So Lot went to his sons-in-law and asked
them to come, but they thought he was joking.  Another warning to
us of doing something God does not call us to do.  Lot shouldn't
have been in Sodom, because he couldn't handle it.  He wasn’t
changing the city towards righteousness, the city was changing him
to be more like it.  How many times do we do what our friends do,
or accept what they do even if it's against the word of God?  When
we try to stand up for God, they don't take us seriously.  We must
be ruthless—unwilling to accept compromise and sin--while at the
same time loving those who are deceived by sin with the same
compassion that Jesus has for those who don’t know Him.



GEN ES IS  19:15-22
When  the  m orn ing daw ned ,  the  ange l s  u rged  Lo t  t o
hu rry ,  s ay ing,  "Ar i s e ,  t ake  you r  w i f e  and  you r  tw o
dau ghters  w ho  are  here ,  l es t  you  be  c onsu m ed  in  the
p u n i shm ent  o f  the  c i t y ."  

And  w h i l e  he  l ingered ,  the  m en  took  ho ld  o f  h i s
hand ,  h i s  w i f e 's  hand ,  and  the  hands  o f  h i s  tw o
dau ghters ,  the  LORD  be ing m erc i f u l  t o  h im , and  they
brou ght  h im  ou t  and  se t  h im  ou t s ide  the  c i t y .

S o  i t  c am e to  p as s ,  w hen  they  had  brou gh t  them
ou t s ide ,  that  he  said ,  "Es c ap e  f or  you r  l i f e ! D o  not
look  beh ind  you  nor  s t ay  anyw here  in  the  p l ain .
Es c ap e  t o  the  m ou ntain s ,  l es t  you  be  des t royed ."  

Then  Lo t  s aid  t o  them , "Pl ease ,  no ,  m y l ord s !

" Indeed  now , you r  s erv an t  has  f ou nd  f av or  in  you r
s i gh t ,  and  you  hav e  inc reased  you r  m erc y  w h i c h  you
hav e  show n  m e by  sav ing m y l i f e ;  bu t  I  c annot  es c ap e
to  the  m ou ntain s ,  l es t  som e ev i l  ov er t ake  m e and  I
d i e .  

"S ee  now , th i s  c i t y  i s  near  enou gh  to  f l ee  t o ,  and  i t  i s
a l i t t l e  one ;  p l ease  l e t  m e es c ap e  there  ( i s  i t  no t  a
l i t t l e  one?)  and  m y sou l  shal l  l i v e ."

And  he  said  t o  h im , "S ee ,  I  hav e  f av ored  you
c onc ern ing th i s  th ing al so ,  i n  that  I  w i l l  no t
ov er throw  th i s  c i t y  f or  w h i c h  you  hav e  sp oken .  

"Hu rry ,  es c ap e  there .  For  I  c annot  do  anyth ing u n t i l
you  arr i v e  there ."   Theref ore  the  nam e o f  the  c i t y
w as  c al l ed  Z oar .



Now the angels told Lot that it was time to leave Sodom, but Lot
was hesitant to go.  The angels grabbed hold of his hands and
brought him out of the city.  They told them to not look behind
them.  So it is with sin sometimes.  We have sin in our lives that
God wants us to get rid of and leave behind.  A lot of the time, we
can be reluctant to give that sin up.  It's like we can give God almost
every area of our lives, but there is this one area, whether it is
pride, selfishness, or disobedience; God wants all of us.

I’m "Outta" Here!
Before class cut out two circles (approximately 2” in diameter)
from poster board (or cardboard) for each child in your class.  You
will also need markers or crayons and masking tape.  Allow the
children to decorate their two chips with anything related to the
Bible or Jesus.  Next clear the center of the floor and place two
strips of masking tape approximately 3 feet apart.  Have 4 or 5
children at a time line up behind one line.  They should then lay
down one chip and using the other chip they can set it on the edge
of the chip on the floor and make it pop up and move forward.
Allow the children to race and see who will be the winner.  If you
have a large class have the winners of 2 or 3 races race against one
another.  

Explain that Lot should have run away from such a place as Sodom
long before he did, but when the angels took him and his family by
the hand out of the city, they fled.  Just like the chips need
“encouragement” to go by applying pressure to them, sometimes
the Lord has to apply pressure to our lives to get us to move in the
direction He wants us to.

God knows that any sin that has a foothold in our lives will destroy
us, but once we lay it down and give it to Him and walk away from
it, He doesn't want us to return to it.  Lot then bargained with the
angels to go to the small town of Zoar instead of taking on the
perils of the mountains.  If God were saving him from the



judgment of Sodom, would he not save him from any danger in the
mountains?

God gracefully granted Lot’s request.  Remember that the Bible calls
Lot "just"  (2 Peter 2:7,8).  His deepest desire was right.  His problem
was his compromise.  Such compromise is disastrous in the life of
a Christian.  When we compromise we end up causing a great deal
of problems in our own lives and in others lives.

GEN ES IS  19:23-26
The su n  had  r i s en  u p on  the  ear th  w hen  Lo t  en t ered
Z oar .  

Then  the  LORD  rained  br im s tone  and  f i re  on  S odom
and  Gom orrah ,  f rom  the  LORD  ou t  o f  the  heav ens .

S o  He  ov er threw  those  c i t i es ,  a l l  t he  p l ain ,  al l  t he
inhabi t an t s  o f  the  c i t i es ,  and  w hat  grew  on  the
grou nd .  

Bu t  h i s  w i f e  l ooked  bac k  beh ind  h im , and  she  bec am e
a p i l l ar  o f  s al t .

Once Lot had gotten into the city, God started His judgment on
Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities.  It says He rained
fire and brimstone on the cities.  God kept His word, as He always
keeps His word, and everything was destroyed, even what grew on
the ground.  God will deliver the righteous, but will punish
the wicked.

Many people believe that this is where the Dead Sea now is and
that it covers the remains of the former cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah.  The Dead Sea is a lake in Southern Palestine.  The
Jordan River, and other smaller rivers flow into it, and because it's
at the lowest place on earth, no water flows out of it.  The water
evaporates so quickly that salts and other minerals have become so



highly concentrated that nothing can live in it.  That is why they
call it the Dead Sea.

God completely wiped out everything.  Lot's wife disobeyed the
angels and turned to look back, and as she did, she became a pillar
of salt; she still loved Sodom.  We see here another problem with
compromise; it affects the people around us.   Maybe Lot could
handle Sodom better than his wife, and could leave easier than she
could, but his wife could not.  We must strive to be obedient,
especially as leaders in our home or other areas of life because our
obedience or sin will affect those we love.  God will deliver the
righteous, but will punish the wicked.

GEN ES IS  19:27-29
And  Abraham  w ent  ear ly  in  the  m orn ing t o  the  p l ac e
w here  he  had  s tood  bef ore  the  LORD .  

Then  he  l ooked  tow ard  S odom  and  Gom orrah ,  and
tow ard  al l  t he  l and  o f  the  p l ain ;  and  he  11aw , and
beho ld ,  the  sm oke  o f  the  l and  w h i c h  w en t  u p  l i ke  the
sm oke o f  a f u rnac e .  

And  i t  c am e to  p as s ,  w hen  God  des t royed  the  c i t i es
o f  the  p l ain ,  that  God  rem em bered  Abraham , and
sen t  Lo t  ou t  o f  the  m ids t  o f  the  ov er throw , w hen  He
ov er threw  the  c i t i es  in  w h i c h  Lo t  had  dw el t .

Now we see that Abraham got up early in the morning to see what
had become of the cities he had been interceding for.  He saw the
smoke and desolation, for it was great.  Now remember that when
Abraham pleaded for God to spare the city, he probably had Lot in
mind.  God's mercy is so great, for God delivered Lot and his
family, only four, and after Lot's wife became a pillar of salt, it was
only three.



So, God answered Abraham's prayers, for it says, "God remembered
Abraham", and He delivered Lot out of the city.  So the deliverance
of Lot wasn't due to anything in his own life, but to the prevailing
intercession of the man of faith.

The country and the world we live in is very wicked and filled with
blatant sin.  We must not compromise.  We must ask for God's
strength to be righteous in a wicked world.  We must do what God
has called us to do and not do what we want, even if it's with the
best of intentions.  We must stand for Jesus to everyone around us,
and we must pray without ceasing for others who don’t know the
Lord.  We must always understand that God will deliver the
righteous, but will punish the wicked.

The Bible says in 2 Chronicles 7:14, "If my people who are called by
My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin and heal their land."

Preserves
Bring crackers to class and an unopened jar of fruit preserves.  If
possible bring some of the same fruit in its fresh form.  Ask the
class what would happen if the fruit were just left in the pantry in
a plastic bag.

Explain that the fruit in the jar has been preserved.  Share it with
the class on crackers and discuss how God will deliver the
righteous, but will punish the wicked.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to live righteous lives
before the Lord.  If there are any children who have not yet
responded to the gospel, give them opportunity to do so.




