
Lesson 057

Crossing The Jordan River

Joshua 3-4



MEMORY VERSE
 JOSHUA 4:23,24
"For the LORD your God dried up the waters of the Jordan
before you until you had crossed over, as the LORD your
God did to the Red Sea, which He dried up before us until
we had crossed over, that all the peoples of the earth may
know the hand of the LORD, that it is mighty, that you may
fear the LORD your God forever."

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
A pitcher of water, a large bowl and a large towel.

As many 8 1/2 ”x 11” sheets of white paper and construction paper
as the number of children in your class.

Construction paper, enough for your entire class.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Water Pouring
Bring a pitcher of water and a large bowl and a large towel.

Show how you will pour the water into the bowl.  Just pour a
trickle of water into the bowl.  Then ask for volunteers to come try
to stop the small trickle of water coming out of the pitcher.  The
children can try all kinds of ways of doing it, but it won’t be able to
be done.

Explain to the children that they could not stop even a trickle,
while God stopped the whole Jordan River at its peak while it was
overflowing.  It is pretty amazing what God is willing to do for His
people.



LESSON TIME!
In our lesson today, we find that Joshua is still a new leader over
Israel and God is going to do something great in his life and the
lives of His people.  He is going to show how great He is by causing a
river to stop flowing and causing the ground to dry up!  But it
would require faith (trusting in Him) to do it.

Have you ever taken some time to look at old picture albums?
They bring back a lot of memories, don’t they?  God will also have
Joshua and the people do something very important that will
forever be a reminder to the people and their children of God’s
greatness.  Just like a picture album the people could look back on
this memorial and remember God’s greatness in their lives.

It is important to pass on lessons about the Lord to younger people.
Maybe your parents have passed on to you stories of God’s
faithfulness in their lives.  And how we learn more about God is to
listen to what God has done in other people’s lives.  This helps us
to always remember how faithful God is to us.  God wants us t o
remember His faithfulness to us.

J OS HUA 3:6-10
Then  J oshu a sp oke  t o  the  p r i es t s ,  s ay ing,  "Take  u p
the  ark  o f  the  c ov enan t  and  c ros s  ov er  bef ore  the
p eop le ."  S o  they  t ook  u p  the  ark  o f  the  c ov enan t  and
w ent  bef ore  the  p eop le .

And  the  LORD  said  t o  J oshu a,  "Th i s  day  I  w i l l  begin
to  exal t  you  in  the  s i gh t  o f  al l  I s rae l ,  t hat  they  m ay
know  that ,  as  I  w as  w i th  M oses ,  so  I  w i l l  be  w i th  you .  

"You  shal l  c om m and  the  p r i es t s  w ho  bear  the  ark  o f
the  c ov enan t ,  s ay ing,  'When  you  hav e  c om e to  the
edge  o f  the  w ater  o f  the  J ordan ,  you  shal l  s t and  in
the  J ordan . '"



S o  J oshu a said  t o  the  c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l ,  "Com e here ,
and  hear  the  w ords  o f  the  LORD  you r  God ."  

And  J oshu a said ,  "By  th i s  you  shal l  know  that  the
l i v ing God  i s  am ong you ,  and  that  He  w i l l  w i thou t
f ai l  d r i v e  ou t  f rom  bef ore  you  the  Canaan i t es  and
the  Hi t t i t es  and  the  Hiv i t es  and  the  Per i z z i t es  and
the  G i rgash i t es  and  the  Am or i t es  and  the  J ebu s i t es :

The Israelites had come to the Jordan River and needed to cross it
to enter into the land God had promised to give them.  God told
Joshua, who took Moses’ place when he died, that He would cause
the Israelites to respect Him as they did Moses.  God then told
Joshua to have the priests take the ark of the covenant, which was a
golden box with the Ten Commandments inside, to the Jordan
River.  

The priests were the first to step into the water.  Sometimes God
will ask us to do things that are hard to trust Him in.  God wanted
the priests to take the first step and then He would bless their faith.
God didn’t dry up the river and then tell them to go.  He told them
to go first and then He did what He promised.

Sometimes, God may ask us to do something for Him that will
require us to trust in Him.  But he will require us to trust in Him.
We might even be a little bit afraid to step out, but He promises to
be always be with us no matter what.  God wants us t o
remember His faithfulness to us.

J OS HUA 3:14-17
S o  i t  w as ,  w hen  the  p eop le  s e t  ou t  f rom  the i r  c am p
to  c ros s  ov er  the  J ordan ,  w i th  the  p r i es t s  bear ing the
ark  o f  the  c ov enan t  bef ore  the  p eop le ,

and  as  those  w ho  bore  the  ark  c am e to  the  J ordan ,
and  the  f ee t  o f  the  p r i es t s  w ho  bore  the  ark  d ip p ed



i n  the  edge  o f  the  w ater  (f or  the  J ordan  ov er f l ow s  al l
i t s  banks  du r ing the  w ho le  t im e o f  harv es t ) ,

that  the  w ater s  w h i c h  c am e dow n  f rom  u p s t ream
s tood  s t i l l ,  and  rose  in  a heap  v ery  f ar  aw ay  at  Adam ,
the  c i t y  that  i s  bes ide  Z aret an .  S o  the  w ater s  that
w en t  dow n  in to  the  S ea o f  the  Arabah ,  the  S al t  S ea,
f ai l ed ,  and  w ere  c u t  o f f ;  and  the  p eop le  c ros sed  ov er
op p os i t e  J er i c ho .

Then  the  p r i es t s  w ho  bore  the  ark  o f  the  c ov enan t  o f
the  LORD  s tood  f i rm  on  d ry  grou nd  in  the  m ids t  o f
the  J ordan ;  and  al l  I s rae l  c ros sed  ov er  on  d ry
grou nd ,  u n t i l  a l l  t he  p eop le  had  c ros sed  c om p let e ly
ov er  the  J ordan .

As the people headed into the water, the river was held back by
God so that the Israelites could walk through on dry ground.  God
was faithful and did exactly what He promised to do.  God took
great care of His people and He still does that for us today.
Whenever we need Him He will always be there for us.   God wants
us to remember His faithfulness to us.

J OS HUA 4:1-7
And  i t  c am e to  p as s ,  w hen  al l  t he  p eop le  had
c om p let e ly  c ros sed  ov er  the  J ordan ,  that  the  LORD
sp oke  t o  J oshu a,  s ay ing:  

"Take  f or  you rse l v es  tw e lv e  m en  f rom  the  p eop le ,
one  m an  f rom  ev ery  t r ibe ,

"and  c om m and  them , say ing,  'Take  f or  you rse l v es
tw elv e  s t ones  f rom  here ,  ou t  o f  the  m ids t  o f  the
J ordan ,  f rom  the  p l ac e  w here  the  p r i es t s '  f ee t  s t ood
f i rm . You  shal l  c ar ry  them  ov er  w i th  you  and  l eav e
them  in  the  l odging p l ac e  w here  you  l odge  t on igh t . '"



Then  J oshu a c al l ed  the  tw e lv e  m en  w hom  he  had
ap p o in t ed  f rom  the  c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l ,  one  m an  f rom
ev ery  t r ibe ;

and  J oshu a said  t o  them : "Cros s  ov er  bef ore  the  ark
of  the  LORD  you r  God  in to  the  m ids t  o f  the  J ordan ,
and  eac h  one  o f  you  t ake  u p  a s t one  on  h i s  shou lder ,
ac c ord ing t o  the  nu m ber  o f  the  t r ibes  o f  the  c h i ld ren
of  I s rae l ,

" that  th i s  m ay  be  a s i gn  am ong you  w hen  you r
c h i ld ren  ask  in  t im e t o  c om e,  s ay ing,  'What  do  these
s tones  m ean  to  you ?'

"Then  you  shal l  answ er  them  that  the  w ater s  o f  the
J ordan  w ere  c u t  o f f  bef ore  the  ark  o f  the  c ov enan t  o f
the  LORD ; w hen  i t  c ros sed  ov er  the  J ordan ,  the
w ater s  o f  the  J ordan  w ere  c u t  o f f .  And  these  s t ones
shal l  be  f or  a m em or ial  t o  the  c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l
f orev er ."

God had the Israelites take 12 stones, one for each tribe, from the
Jordan River bed.  God knew that someday their children would
ask about the stones and the Israelites could tell of the miracle of
walking across the Jordan on dry ground.

God wants us to remember His faithfulness to us.  So that
means that whenever we have an opportunity we should take time
to share with others how faithful God is to us.  Sometimes your
parents may share with you times in their lives when God was
faithful to them.  They may even write things down in a book to
keep as a remembrance of everything that God has done for them.
We should listen because this is how God teaches us.



Memory Book
Cut one sheet of 8 1/2 “x 11” paper in half to form two 8 1/2 ”x 5
1/2” pieces.  Fold them in half and insert one inside the other like a
little book.  You can also have the children cut out a piece of
construction paper the same size for a “book cover.”  Staple the
spine with the open part of the staples inside the book.  The book
could have a title such as “God’s Faithfulness to Me.”

Help the kids remember prayers that God has answered and ways
He has provided for them.  They could also include prayers that
have not been answered yet, so they could put the answers in later.

J OS HUA 4:11-14
Then  i t  c am e to  p as s ,  w hen  al l  t he  p eop le  had
c om p let e ly  c ros sed  ov er ,  that  the  ark  o f  the  LORD
and  the  p r i es t s  c ros sed  ov er  in  the  p resenc e  o f  the
p eop le .

And  the  m en  o f  Reu ben ,  the  m en  o f  Gad ,  and  hal f  the
t r ibe  o f  M anas seh  c ros sed  ov er  arm ed  bef ore  the
c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l ,  as  M oses  had  sp oken  to  them .

Abou t  f or ty  thou sand  p rep ared  f or  w ar  c ros sed  ov er
bef ore  the  LORD  f or  bat t l e ,  t o  the  p l ain s  o f  J er i c ho .  

On  that  day  the  LORD  exal t ed  J oshu a in  the  s i gh t  o f
al l  I s rae l ;  and  they  f eared  h im , as  they  had  f eared
M oses ,  al l  t he  days  o f  h i s  l i f e .

God completed His promise of bringing the Israelites across the
Jordan River and into the promised land safely.  And 40,000 men
were prepared for war against Jericho.  When God makes a
promise, He will always do it.  It is important for us to always
remember that.  God wants us to remember His faithfulness
to us.



J OS HUA 4:20-24
And  those  tw e lv e  s t ones  w h i c h  they  t ook  ou t  o f  the
J ordan ,  J oshu a se t  u p  in  G i l gal .  

Then  he  sp oke  t o  the  c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l ,  s ay ing:
"When  you r  c h i ld ren  ask  the i r  f athers  in  t im e t o
c om e,  s ay ing,  'What  are  these  s t ones ?'

" then  you  shal l  l e t  you r  c h i ld ren  know , s ay ing,
' I s rae l  c ros sed  ov er  th i s  J ordan  on  d ry  l and ' ;

" f or  the  LORD  you r  God  d r i ed  u p  the  w ater s  o f  the
J ordan  bef ore  you  u n t i l  you  had  c ros sed  ov er ,  as  the
LORD  you r  God  d id  t o  the  Red  S ea,  w h i c h  He  d r i ed  u p
bef ore  u s  u n t i l  w e  had  c ros sed  ov er ,

" that  al l  t he  p eop les  o f  the  ear th  m ay  know  the  hand
of  the  LORD , that  i t  i s  m igh ty ,  that  you  m ay  f ear  the
LORD  you r  God  f orev er ."

Joshua set up the 12 stones as a memorial, so that all people would
know that God had brought His people through on dry ground.
Just as He had brought them through the Red Sea when they
escaped from Egypt.

When God promises us something, He will do it, even when it looks
impossible.  God promised the Israelites a new land and brought
them through the Jordan River when it looked like they could not
cross.  

God also wants us to remember the miracles He has done in our
lives and teach younger people about them.  Just like the Israelites
would tell their children about crossing the Jordan when they
asked about the stones, we can encourage and build faith in our
children when they ask us questions.  We also will trust in God



more when we tell others what He has done in our lives.   God
wants us to remember His faithfulness to us.

The Hand of the Lord
Trace your hand onto construction paper before class.  You will
need as many sheets as the number of children in your class.

Let the kids cut it out and write the memory verse on it.

Tell how the hand of the Lord is mighty and what that may mean in
their lives.  Ask the children for examples of the “mighty hand of
the Lord” in their lives.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to remember God’s
faithfulness in their lives.  If there are any children who have not
yet responded to the gospel, give them opportunity to do so.




