
Lesson 060

Joshua Dies

Judges 2:7-10



MEMORY VERSE
 JOSHUA 23:3
“You have seen all that the LORD your God has done to all
these nations because of you, for the LORD your God is He
who has fought for you.”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Bring some items to demonstrate half and whole, for example:  half
a paper grocery bag (cut vertically), half of a plastic container
(possibly a plastic butter dish cut vertically), half of a dollar bill,
half a pair of scissors, half a pair of shoes, half a recipe (written or
mixed) or a CD case without the CD.

As many sheets of blank paper as the number of children in your
class, a circle pattern made from heavy paper and markers.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

What About the End?!
Play or sing a song for (not with) your class.  Stop the song before
the end, leaving everyone with that funny “you have got to finish
that!” feeling.  

While you have their attention, talk about serving God for our
whole lives, all the way to the end!  God wants us to start our
serving Him and finish our lives doing the same.



LESSON TIME!
Each of us has a choice to make.  Will we serve the Lord God with all
of our lives or won’t we?  We must choose if we will follow God and
His ways or if we will follow our own ways which will only lead to
misery and destruction.  Joshua was a man who faithfully walked
with God in obedience to His word.  And he walked with God his
entire life.  

Joshua is an example to us as we study his faithful and blessed life.
We have seen that his faithfulness came out of a love for God.  May
each of us walk in this way, faithful to our Creator.   We will learn
that Joshua was faithful to the very end.  God wants us to serve
Him for our entire lives.

J UD GES  2:7-9
S o  the  p eop le  s erv ed  the  LORD  al l  the  days  o f
J oshu a,  and  al l  t he  days  o f  the  e lders  w ho  ou t l i v ed
J oshu a,  w ho  had  seen  al l  t he  great  w orks  o f  the  LORD
w hic h  He  had  done  f or  I s rae l .

N ow  J oshu a the  son  o f  N u n ,  the  s erv an t  o f  the  LORD ,
d i ed  w hen  he  w as  one  hu ndred  and  t en  years  o ld .  

And  they  bu r i ed  h im  w i th in  the  border  o f  h i s
inher i t anc e  at  T im nath  Heres ,  i n  the  m ou ntain s  o f
Ep hraim , on  the  nor th  s ide  o f  M ou nt  Gaash .

Joshua was a man who served God until his death.  Joshua was not
a perfect man, but he made the decision to follow God.  Each day
we make the choice to follow after God.  May we be like Joshua and
serve God all the days of our life for He is a good God.  Let’s look
back at some of the events in Joshua’s life so that we may see the
characteristics of a godly life.  



EXOD US  17:9-13
And  M oses  s aid  t o  J oshu a,  "Choose  u s  som e m en  and
go  ou t ,  f i gh t  w i th  Am alek .  Tom orrow  I  w i l l  s t and  on
the  t op  o f  the  h i l l  w i th  the  rod  o f  God  in  m y hand ."

S o  J oshu a d id  as  M oses  s aid  t o  h im , and  f ou gh t  w i th
Am alek .  And  M oses ,  Aaron ,  and  Hu r  w en t  u p  t o  the
top  o f  the  h i l l .  

And  so  i t  w as ,  w hen  M oses  he ld  u p  h i s  hand ,  that
I s rae l  p rev ai l ed ;  and  w hen  he  l e t  dow n  h i s  hand ,
Am alek  p rev ai l ed .

Bu t  M oses '  hands  bec am e heav y ;  so  they  t ook  a s t one
and  p u t  i t  u nder  h im , and  he  sat  on  i t .  And  Aaron
and  Hu r  su p p or t ed  h i s  hands ,  one  on  one  s ide ,  and
the  o ther  on  the  o ther  s ide ;  and  h i s  hands  w ere
s t eady  u n t i l  t he  go ing dow n  o f  the  su n .  

S o  J oshu a def eat ed  Am alek  and  h i s  p eop le  w i th  the
edge  o f  the  sw ord .

Here we see the obedience of Joshua.  He followed the orders of his
godly leader, Moses.  Not only was he obedient, but Joshua was also
an encourager and a helper to those around him.  

God blessed Joshua’s obedience by giving the people victory over
their enemies.  May we be obedient unto God and follow His word
so that He may be able to work through us and give us victory as He
did through Joshua.

There is a blessing that comes from being obedient to God’s
commands.  God would have us to encourage others all of our lives,
like Joshua did.  We should also listen to and support those he has
appointed as our leaders.



We should certainly continue to hold them up in prayer.   Joshua is
an example in this area.   God wants us to serve Him for our
entire lives.

Half or Whole?
Bring some of these items to demonstrate the importance of half
and whole:  Half a paper grocery bag (cut vertically), half of a
plastic container (perhaps a plastic butter dish cut vertically), half
of a dollar bill, half a pair or scissors, half a pair of shoes, half a
recipe (written or mixed!), or a CD case without the CD.

Show these items to the class and ask what is wrong with them
(they aren’t complete).  Stress the importance of serving God for
our whole lives, not just part of them.  Our goal is to hear the
words, “Well done my good and faithful servant.”  We want to
finish the race and win the prize.  The only way we can do that is to
remain faithful our entire lives like Joshua did.  God wants us t o
serve Him for our entire lives.

EXOD US  33:11
S o  the  LORD  sp oke  t o  M oses  f ac e  t o  f ac e ,  as  a m an
sp eaks  t o  h i s  f r i end .  And  he  w ou ld  re tu rn  t o  the
c am p , bu t  h i s  s erv an t  J oshu a the  son  o f  N u n ,  a you ng
m an ,  d id  not  dep ar t  f rom  the  t abernac l e .

One of the most striking characteristics of Joshua’s life was the fact
that he loved to spend time in God’s presence.  He didn’t want to
leave God’s presence in the tabernacle.  What a beautiful example
for us as we desire to serve the Lord all of our lives.  

It is so important to have a good devotional life.  What we mean by
devotional life is to simply spend time with the Lord in His word
and in prayer on a daily basis.  The more time we spend with the
Lord, the more that we will get to know Him.  The more we know



Him the more we want to serve Him and others and live our lives
for Him.   God wants us to serve Him for our entire lives.

N UM BERS  14:8,  9
" I f  the  LORD  de l i gh t s  in  u s ,  then  He  w i l l  br ing u s
in to  th i s  l and  and  gi v e  i t  t o  u s ,  'a  l and  w h i c h  f l ow s
w i th  m i lk  and  honey . '  

On ly  do  not  rebe l  again s t  the  LORD , nor  f ear  the
p eop le  o f  the  l and ,  f or  they  are  ou r  bread ;  the i r
p ro t ec t i on  has  dep ar t ed  f rom  them , and  the  LORD  i s
w i th  u s .  D o  not  f ear  them ."

In this next situation in Joshua’s life, the Israelites were not
trusting in the Lord.  They were too afraid to posses the land which
God had promised them.  Yet Joshua did not fear man but he had
faith in God.  Joshua encouraged the people to believe in God’s
faithfulness instead of fearing man.  

Joshua was willing to stand on the word of God even though
everyone else stood against him.  Let us stand for what is right and
not be fearful of wicked people for God is on our side and His word
alone shall stand.  

Joshua made a choice to follow God.  Not all those around him
made this same decision, yet Joshua stood firm in his belief.
Joshua followed God because of his love for God and was willing to
be faithful no matter what the others chose.  Before his death
Joshua said, “Choose this day who you will serve, but as for me and
my house, we will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24:15b).  After Joshua’s
death the next generation chose to reject God.   God wants us t o
serve Him for our entire lives.

J UD GES  2:10
When  al l  that  generat i on  had  been  gathered  t o  the i r
f athers ,



another  generat i on  arose  af t er  them  w ho d id  not
know  the  LORD  nor  the  w ork  w h i c h  He  had  done  f or
I s rae l .

The generation after Joshua’s death chose not to acknowledge
God’s goodness and faithfulness to them.  They rejected God’s love
and chose to walk in darkness.  Let us not choose wickedness nor
the miserable life of sin but let us choose to be like Joshua, who was
faithful, obedient, and a lover of God.  

PS ALM  31:23,  24
Oh ,  l ov e  the  LORD , al l  you  Hi s  s ain t s ! For  the  LORD
p reserv es  the  f ai th f u l ,  And  f u l l y  rep ays  the  p rou d
p erson .

Be  o f  good  c ou rage ,  And  He  shal l  s t rengthen  you r
hear t ,  Al l  you  w ho  hop e  in  the  LORD .

God wants us to serve Him for our entire lives.

A Piece of the Pie
Have each child make a pie chart showing how much of his time is
spent serving the Lord.  Fold a piece of paper in quarters.  Make one
for each child.  Cut out a pattern of a pie (a circle) from heavy
paper for them to trace onto the 1/2 of the sheet of folded paper.
Let the kids cut out a circle for their pie chart.  

Teachers should make one as well and tape on the chalkboard.
Divide the pie in a way appropriate to the ages of your class, such
as:  morning, noon, and night; or day and night, or maybe hourly.
 
Have the children fill in or shade in the amount of time spent
serving the Lord.  Is it 10%? Or 25%?  Or 50%?  Discuss how God
wants us to serve Him with our entire lives.  Write the theme or
memory verse on the chart.



PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to serve the Lord for
all of their lives like Joshua did.  Also, the children can ask the Lord
to show them what His will is for their lives and then to do what He
asks of them.  If there are any children who have not yet responded
to the gospel, give them opportunity to do so.




