
Lesson 062

The Calling Of Gideon

Judges 6:11-40



MEMORY VERSE
JUDGES 6:16
“And the LORD said to him, ‘Surely I will be with you, and
you shall defeat the Midianites as one man.’”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
A flashlight, a sheet of heavy paper, tape, a sheet of white paper
and a clear glass of water.

Light gauge wire (bendable and in a spool) from a hardware store
and soapy water.

Chocolate milk (either bring milk and chocolate mix to class or
bring chocolate milk pre-made); small cups and straws.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Water Prisms
Make a cover for a flashlight by cutting a very thin slit in a circle of
heavy paper and taping the paper to the light.  Place a clear glass of
water on the edge of a chair, darken the room and hold the
flashlight at an angle to the surface of the water.  Have a helper
place a piece of white paper on the floor where the light is shining
and move around as necessary to find the colors.  

Talk about how God could use just a plain glass of water to make a
rainbow (or you could just use a real prism!  It’s really just a piece
of glass).   Explain that just like God has taken care of every detail
in creation, He also has a purpose and a plan for our lives.  God
wants to do great things through our lives.



LESSON TIME!
In this section of scripture, we have an account of Gideon's victory
over the Midianites. The Midianites were Bedouin tribes that would
try to conquer and steal from other peoples.  The Israelites were
afraid of them, and would hide in caves and try to work without
being discovered as we see Gideon doing.  God chose to use Gideon
and in this section we see how that God called him and raised him
up to accomplish His plans through His life.  God wants to d o
great things through our lives.

J UD GES  6:11,12
N ow  the  Ange l  o f  the  LORD  c am e and  sat  u nder  the
t erebin th  t ree  w h i c h  w as  in  Op hrah ,  w h i c h  be longed
to  J oash  the  Abiez r i t e ,  w h i l e  h i s  son  G ideon  th reshed
w heat  in  the  w inep res s ,  i n  order  t o  h ide  i t  f rom  the
M id ian i t es .

And  the  Ange l  o f  the  LORD  ap p eared  t o  h im , and  said
to  h im , "The  LORD  i s  w i th  you ,  you  m igh ty  m an  o f
v alor !"

Gideon is busy threshing wheat by the winepress, not on the
threshing floor.  Normally, the Israelites would thresh their wheat
on a threshing floor, but in this case Gideon uses the winepress.
This was probably to hide the wheat from the Midianites who may
come and steal the wheat from him.  As he is threshing the wheat,
he is surprised by a visitor.  

This visitor isn’t a Midianite, but “an Angel of the Lord.”  It is
believed that this may have been what’s called a “Theophony” or
an appearance of the Lord Jesus Himself.

The angel greets Gideon with the words, “The Lord is with you, you
mighty man of valor.”  Do you think that a “mighty man of valor”
would be hiding his work out of fear?  No, probably not, but we see



here that God sees much more in our lives than we do.  Here is the
promise that the Lord would be with Gideon, and that Gideon
would prove himself a mighty hero through the strength of the
Lord.  This promise was to be a guarantee to him of strength and
victory in his conflict with the Midianites.  Like Gideon, God
wants to do great things through our lives.

J UD GES  6:13,14
G ideon  said  t o  Him , "O m y lord ,  i f  t he  LORD  i s  w i th
u s ,  w hy  then  has  al l  t h i s  hap p ened  to  u s ? And  w here
are  al l  Hi s  m i rac l es  w h i c h  ou r  f athers  t o ld  u s  abou t ,
s ay ing,  'D id  not  the  LORD  br ing u s  u p  f rom  Egyp t ?'
Bu t  now  the  LORD  has  f or saken  u s  and  de l i v ered  u s
in to  the  hands  o f  the  M id ian i t es ."

Then  the  LORD  tu rned  to  h im  and  said ,  "Go  in  th i s
m igh t  o f  you rs ,  and  you  shal l  s av e  I s rae l  f rom  the
hand  o f  the  M id ian i t es .  Hav e  I  no t  s en t  you ?"

Does Gideon reply with joyous faith?  No, he answered doubtingly,
“if the Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where
are all His miracles which our fathers told us of...”  Gideon may
have been thinking about all the terrible things that had come
upon his people as he was threshing the wheat.  Yet, he does know
that the Lord had put them into the hands of the Midianites.  

Gideon felt like the Lord had forgotten all about them, but we must
remember that God tells us in Hebrews 13:5b, “I’ll never leave you
or forsake you.”  In those times that seem like we are all alone, and
that even God has forgotten about us, remember that He is always
with us, and He knows all about us and our situation.

We see something very interesting here - “the Lord looked upon
him.”  He is not referred to as the “Angel of the Lord,” but as “the
Lord,” and at the end of verse 14 He says, “Have not I sent you?”



Gideon was to go in the strength which he now has, since the Lord
is with him, the one who can still perform miracles as in the days
of the fathers.  When the Lord says ”Go in this might” He now
points to the strength which had just been given to him through
His promise to Gideon.

J UD GES  6:15-22
S o  he  said  t o  Him , "O m y Lord ,  how  c an  I  s av e  I s rae l ?
Indeed  m y c l an  i s  the  w eakes t  in  M anas seh ,  and  I  am
the  l eas t  in  m y f ather 's  hou se ."  

And  the  LORD  said  t o  h im , "S u re ly  I  w i l l  be  w i th  you ,
and  you  shal l  def eat  the  M id ian i t es  as  one  m an ."

Then  he  said  t o  Him , " I f  now  I  hav e  f ou nd  f av or  in
You r  s i gh t ,  then  show  m e a s i gn  that  i t  i s  You  w ho
talk  w i th  m e.

"D o  not  dep ar t  f rom  here ,  I  p ray ,  u n t i l  I  c om e to  You
and  br ing ou t  m y o f f er ing and  se t  i t  be f ore  You ."  And
He said ,  " I  w i l l  w ai t  u n t i l  you  c om e bac k ."

S o  G ideon  w en t  in  and  p rep ared  a you ng goat ,  and
u n leav ened  bread  f rom  an  ep hah  o f  f l ou r .  The  m eat
he  p u t  in  a basket ,  and  he  p u t  the  bro th  in  a p ot ;  and
he brou gh t  them  ou t  t o  Him  u nder  the  t erebin th  t ree
and  p resen ted  them .

The Ange l  o f  God  said  t o  h im , "Take  the  m eat  and  the
u n leav ened  bread  and  l ay  them  on  th i s  roc k ,  and
p ou r  ou t  the  bro th ."  And  he  d id  so .

Then  the  Ange l  o f  the  LORD  p u t  ou t  the  end  o f  the
s t af f  that  w as  in  Hi s  hand ,  and  tou c hed  the  m eat  and
the  u n leav ened  bread ;  and  f i re  rose  ou t  o f  the  roc k



and  c onsu m ed  the  m eat  and  the  u n l eav ened  bread .
And  the  Ange l  o f  the  LORD  dep ar t ed  ou t  o f  h i s  s i gh t .

N ow  G ideon  p erc e iv ed  that  He  w as  the  Ange l  o f  the
LORD . S o  G ideon  said ,  "Alas ,  O Lord  GOD ! For  I  hav e
seen  the  Ange l  o f  the  LORD  f ac e  t o  f ac e ."

Gideon now realizes that these words were not from a mere man
who was speaking to him, but he replies, “O my Lord.”  Though he
has been given a wonderful promise from God, he is aware of his
own personal weakness and the weakness of his family.  And God in
His unending patience tells Gideon that He will be with him, and
that he would “smite the Midianites as one man,” that is at one
blow as they slay a single man.  God wants to do great things
through our lives.

Now, Gideon could no longer have any doubt after this promise
that the person who had appeared to him was speaking in the
name of God.  Gideon asked the Angel of the Lord to assure him by
a sign that He really was God.  He wanted to bring the Lord a
present, not just a gift of food, but a sacrificial gift.  Gideon brought
a gift to God, on the acceptance of which he hoped to receive the
sign which would show whether the person who had appeared to
him was really God.  

In spite of all that had happened, Gideon still needed to be
reassured that God was truly with him.  Now, we might look at
Gideon and think that he really doubted all God had told him.  Yet,
if we think about our own lives, each one of us sometimes doubts
God, even after He has done something really awesome in our lives.

After Gideon put the meat in a basket, put the broth in a pot, made
the unleavened cakes, he brought them before the Lord.  The Lord
commanded him to lay the flesh and the cakes upon a rock close
by and to pour the broth upon it, making it an offering to the Lord.
When he had done this, the Lord touched the food with the end of



His staff, and fire came out of the rock and consumed the food, and
the Lord vanished from Gideon's sight.  

Now Gideon received the sign he wanted.  He knew that the person
who had come to him was indeed the Lord, but the miracle filled
him with fear.  He cries out, “’O Lord God,’ for I have seen an angel
of the Lord face to face.”  Many times when we are expecting an
answer from the Lord, and then He answers us, instead of
responding in joy, we respond in fear.  How do we know that
Gideon was afraid?  Let's read the next verse.

Through Me?!
Use light-gauge wire from the hardware store that comes on a spool
to shape a paper-doll type boy or girl.  Cut enough strips of wire to
have ready for your activity time.  Make with handles for dipping
into bubble soap.  If the kids are old enough let them shape their
own likeness out of wire for dipping.

Dip into soapy water and blow.  This should create some very
interesting bubbles.

As everyone blows through the shapes and makes interesting
bubbles, talk about how the Lord wants to shape our lives to do
something really neat with them.  All we need to do is to let Him do
the shaping.  God wants to do great things through our lives.

J UD GES  6:23,24
Then  the  LORD  said  t o  h im , "Peac e  be  w i th  you ;  do
not  f ear ,  you  shal l  no t  d i e ."   S o  G ideon  bu i l t  an  al t ar
there  t o  the  LORD , and  c al l ed  i t  The-LORD -I s -Peac e .
To  th i s  day  i t  i s  s t i l l  i n  Op hrah  o f  the  Abiez r i t es .

The Lord tells Gideon, “Peace be with you, do not fear, you shall not
die.”  God would not have told Gideon to fear not, if he wasn’t
afraid.  God did not come to kill Gideon, but to use him to set the



Israelites free.  God is always ready to reassure our hearts, to give
those that stand in awe of His majesty assurances of His mercy.
And in a heart of gratitude for this comforting assurance, Gideon
built an altar to the Lord, which he called “Jehovah-shalom,” in
Hebrew, or “the Lord is peace.”

J UD GES  6:25-32
N ow  i t  c am e to  p as s  the  sam e n igh t  that  the  LORD
said  t o  h im , "Take  you r  f ather 's  you ng bu l l ,  t he
sec ond  bu l l  o f  s ev en  years  o ld ,  and  t ear  dow n  the
al t ar  o f  Baal  that  you r  f ather  has ,  and  c u t  dow n  the
w ooden  im age  that  i s  bes ide  i t ;

"and  bu i ld  an  al t ar  t o  the  LORD  you r  God  on  t op  o f
th i s  roc k  in  the  p rop er  ar rangem ent ,  and  t ake  the
sec ond  bu l l  and  o f f er  a bu rn t  s ac r i f i c e  w i th  the  w ood
of  the  im age  w h i c h  you  shal l  c u t  dow n ."

S o  G ideon  took  t en  m en  f rom  am ong h i s  s erv an t s  and
d id  as  the  LORD  had  said  t o  h im . Bu t  bec au se  he
f eared  h i s  f ather 's  hou seho ld  and  the  m en  o f  the  c i t y
too  m u c h  to  do  i t  by  day ,  he  d id  i t  by  n igh t .

And  w hen  the  m en  o f  the  c i t y  arose  ear ly  in  the
m orn ing,  there  w as  the  al t ar  o f  Baal ,  t orn  dow n ; and
the  w ooden  im age  that  w as  bes ide  i t  w as  c u t  dow n ,
and  the  s ec ond  bu l l  w as  be ing o f f ered  on  the  al t ar
w h i c h  had  been  bu i l t .

S o  they  said  t o  one  another ,  "Who has  done  th i s
th ing?"  And  w hen  they  had  inqu i red  and  asked ,  they
said ,  "G ideon  the  son  o f  J oash  has  done  th i s  th ing."

Then  the  m en  o f  the  c i t y  s aid  t o  J oash ,  "Br ing ou t
you r  son ,  that  he  m ay  d i e ,  bec au se  he  has  t orn  dow n



the  al t ar  o f  Baal ,  and  bec au se  he  has  c u t  dow n  the
w ooden  im age  that  w as  bes ide  i t ."

Bu t  J oash  said  t o  al l  w ho  s tood  again s t  h im , "Wou ld
you  p l ead  f or  Baal ? Wou ld  you  sav e  h im ? Let  the  one
w ho w ou ld  p l ead  f or  h im  be  p u t  t o  death  by  m orn ing!
I f  he  i s  a  god ,  l e t  h im  p l ead  f or  h im se l f ,  bec au se  h i s
al t ar  has  been  t orn  dow n !"

Theref ore  on  that  day  he  c al l ed  h im  J eru bbaal ,
s ay ing,  "Let  Baal  p l ead  again s t  h im , bec au se  he  has
torn  dow n  h i s  al t ar ."

Now, before Gideon is able to carry out the work entrusted to him
of setting Israel free, it was necessary that Gideon should first of all
purify his father's house from idolatry, and sanctify his own life
and work to the Lord by sacrificing a burnt offering.  God
commanded him to destroy his father's altar to Baal, and to build
an altar to Jehovah, and offer a bull of his father's upon the altar.  

Whoever would serve the Lord must abolish the worship of Baal.
So the altar of Baal had to be destroyed before the altar of Jehovah
could be built.  Gideon would destroy the altar of Baal, but our
“mighty man of valor,” would not do it in the light of day, but in
the night, hidden from his father and the townspeople.

When it was discovered that Gideon was the one who had
destroyed their altar, they demanded that he be put to death.
Gideon's father, Joash, had a wonderful answer for them.  Perhaps
because of Gideon's act of faith, it inspired his father with believing
courage, so that he took the part of his son, and left the whole
matter to the idol that was torn down to decide.  

If Baal were really God, he might be expected to avenge the crime
that had been committed against his altar.  And when the people
saw that Baal could not hurt Gideon, Gideon received the name,



“Jerubbaal” (let Baal fight, or decide).  God wants to do great
things through our lives.

For God to use our lives we need to tear down anything in our
hearts that would keep us from completely focusing on the Lord.
We cannot serve idols or this world and be used by God in a
powerful way.  God does want to use us greatly, but we also have
responsibility to be obedient to Him.

J UD GES  6:33-35
Then  al l  t he  M id ian i t es  and  Am alek i t es ,  the  p eop le
o f  the  Eas t ,  gathered  t ogether ;  and  they  c ros sed  ov er
and  enc am p ed  in  the  Val l ey  o f  J ez ree l .

Bu t  the  S p i r i t  o f  the  LORD  c am e u p on  G ideon ;  then
he bl ew  the  t ru m p et ,  and  the  Abiez r i t es  gathered
beh ind  h im .

And  he  s en t  m es sengers  th rou ghou t  al l  M anas seh ,
w ho  al so  gathered  beh ind  h im . He  al so  s en t
m essengers  t o  Asher ,  Z ebu lu n ,  and  N ap htal i ;  and
they  c am e u p  to  m eet  them .

The enemy gathered together again, went over the Jordan and
encamped in the valley of Jezreel.  Next we see, “the Spirit of
Jehovah came upon Gideon.”  This means that the Spirit of God
clothed or descended upon him, and surrounded Himself around
him and the Spirit upon Him was like that of armor.  Gideon
became invincible in the might of the Holy Spirit.  

Gideon then blew the trumpet, to call Israel to battle against the
foe.  He sent messengers throughout all Manasseh, Asher, Zebulun
and Naphtali, and they all came up to meet them.  They came to
support the one who challenged the false god and won.  How often
when we take a stand for the Lord do we see how many people will
support us?  So often all that is necessary is for us to take a stand



for truth, and not waver from it.  God wants to do great things
through our lives.

J UD GES  6:36-40
S o  G ideon  said  t o  God ,  " I f  You  w i l l  s av e  I s rae l  by  m y
hand  as  You  hav e  said ;

" l ook ,  I  shal l  p u t  a f l eec e  o f  w oo l  on  the  th resh ing
f l oor ;  i f  t here  i s  dew  on  the  f l eec e  on ly ,  and  i t  i s  d ry
on  al l  t he  grou nd ,  then  I  shal l  know  that  You  w i l l
s av e  I s rae l  by  m y hand ,  as  You  hav e  said ."

And  i t  w as  so .  When  he  rose  ear ly  the  next  m orn ing
and  squ eez ed  the  f l eec e  t ogether ,  he  w ru ng the  dew
ou t  o f  the  f l eec e ,  a  bow l f u l  o f  w at er .

Then  G ideon  said  t o  God ,  "D o  not  be  angry  w i th  m e,
bu t  l e t  m e sp eak  ju s t  onc e  m ore :  Le t  m e t es t ,  I  p ray ,
j u s t  onc e  m ore  w i th  the  f l eec e ;  l e t  i t  now  be  d ry  on ly
on  the  f l eec e ,  bu t  on  al l  t he  grou nd  l e t  there  be
dew ."

And  God  d id  so  that  n i gh t .  I t  w as  d ry  on  the  f l eec e
on ly ,  bu t  there  w as  dew  on  al l  t he  grou nd .

Here we see Gideon asking for a sign from God, a strange thing for a
man who is listed among the heroes of faith in Hebrews 11: 32.  But
Gideon was not using the fleece for a sign to discover the will of
God, because he already knew from God's revelation to him what it
was God desired him to do.  The sign was for a confirmation or
assurance of God's presence for what Gideon was about to do, to go
into battle against the Midianites.  

The "fleece", or sign which Gideon asked for, was that God would
cause the dew to fall only on a fleece, which he would spread the
previous night upon some open ground, and that the ground all



around might not be wet from the dew.  And God granted the sign
Gideon asked for.  Yet, in spite of this sign, Gideon still asked God
for His grace by granting another sign for Gideon - this time that
the fleece might remain dry, and the ground all around it be wet
with dew.  And God granted him this request also.

Many times in our own lives we know what it is that God wants us
to do and we know that we are walking in His will.  But sometimes
our faith may waver, as Gideon's did, for we are ever aware of how
inadequate we are in our own selves.  Gideon knew that his human
strength was not sufficient for the defeat of the enemy.  But as the
Lord had promised him, He would be there to help.  Gideon just
wanted to make sure that God would come through by giving him a
sign.  

But how much more is God pleased when we come to the place
where we simply believe and trust in Him without a sign.  So, let us
be willing to simply take God at His word, and walk by faith, for
Hebrews 11:1 tells us “Now faith is the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen.”

God desires to do great things in and through our lives.   So, let’s
stay close to Him and listen to the Holy Spirit’s leading.  Then by
faith begin to do what God has called us to do.  God wants to d o
great things through our lives.

Straw McGraw
Tell your class the very brief story of “Straw McGraw” as you make
chocolate milk (you can bring some chocolate milk “pre-made” if
you would like to).  Give small portions for the children (make sure
to have a note on your sign in sheet to notify the parents that you
will be serving chocolate milk in case of allergies or other
concerns).  Serve the chocolate milk with straws.



STORY (use straw as you describe the story):  “Straw McGraw was
the skinniest cowboy in Sodatown.  He and everyone else thought
he was good for nothing at all.  He couldn’t scoop ice cream, he
couldn’t hold but a few drops of rootbeer, and worst of all, he was
always drippy.  One day a boy came into Sodatown who was an
awful spiller.  His name was Spiller McMiller.  He never could drink
a whole milkshake without knocking over his glass.  As he and
Straw McGraw were sitting side by side feeling down about their
problems, the soda manager had an idea.  He would put Straw
McGraw into Spiller McMiller’s milkshake.  As he put Straw
McGraw in Spiller’s milkshake, a great thing happened!  Straw
McGraw saw what he had been intended for all his life and Spiller
McMiller enjoyed a lot more milkshakes!”

What if Gideon had not been willing to be used by God?  What if
your straw refused to be used for you to drink your chocolate
milk?

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to search for God’s
will for their lives and then to do it.  Have the children thank the
Lord that He desires to do great things with their lives.  If there are
any children who have not yet responded to the gospel, give them
opportunity to do so.




