
Lesson 124

Nehemiah’s Prayer And 
Viewing Of The Wall.

Nehemiah 1:1- 2:20



MEMORY VERSE
NEHEMIAH 1:11
“O Lord, I pray, please let Your ear be attentive to the
prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of Your servants
who desire to fear Your name.”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Ten unlined index cards and a marker.

Red construction paper (for large heart), 2” x 10” strips of
construction paper (4 per child), a stapler and/or glue sticks and
an “eye, nose and mouth” template.

Sponges, paper towels, cleanser, and/or vacuum (most things
available at the church).

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Flash Card Review
Use this game to review previous lessons and as an introduction to
Nehemiah.  You will need 10 index cards and a marker.  Before
class draw pictures for 10 events which took place in the stories of
Ezra or Nehemiah.  For example, you can draw:

1. Temple – to represent Ezra rebuilding the temple.
2. Hammers or Saws – to represent the rebuilding.
3. A Bible – to represent Ezra reading the word to the people.
4.  A Man Crying – to represent Nehemiah being sad over the
condition of Israel.
5. A Picture of Food With a Line Through It – to represent fasting.

Review previous lessons for additional ideas.



Divide the class into two teams.  Hold up the flash cards one at a
time and allow the children to raise their hand if they know it.
Don’t shout out the answer!  Call on the first team to raise their
hand.   If the answer is wrong allow the other team to have a
chance.  If both are wrong cycle the card back through the stack.  
Keep score and declare a winning team.

LESSON TIME!
Have you ever had an idea or opinion about something?  Was it so
important that you wanted to share it with everyone?  Sometimes
we have good ideas, but we don’t always do something about them.
When talking about problems, it’s easy for us to complain and offer
our ideas.  But what we really need to do is to not only talk about
problems, but also do something about them.

Our lesson today tells us of such a person who not only talked
about the problem, but also did something about it.  Nehemiah was
a man of action and commitment to God.  He didn’t allow obstacles
to stop him from completing what seemed impossible to do.  He
trusted in God to help him and God was faithful to enable him to
do it.  Nehemiah teaches us that God wants us to be willing t o
do whatever He asks us to do.

N EHEM IAH 1:1-3
The w ords  o f  N ehem iah  the  son  o f  Hac hal i ah .  I t  c am e
to  p as s  in  the  m onth  o f  Ch i s l ev ,  i n  the  tw en t i e th
year ,  as  I  w as  in  S hu shan  the  c i t ade l ,

that  Hanan i  one  o f  m y brethren  c am e w i th  m en  f rom
J u dah ;  and  I  asked  them  c onc ern ing the  J ew s  w ho
had  es c ap ed ,  w ho  had  su rv iv ed  the  c ap t i v i t y ,  and
c onc ern ing J eru sal em .



And  they  said  t o  m e ,  "The  su rv iv ors  w ho  are  l e f t
f rom  the  c ap t i v i t y  in  the  p rov inc e  are  there  in  great
d i s t res s  and  rep roac h .  The  w al l  o f  J eru sal em  i s  al so
broken  dow n , and  i t s  gat es  are  bu rned  w i th  f i re ."

Even though the Israelites had returned from Babylon and had
been in Jerusalem over 90 years, the walls of the city were still
unrepaired. This left the people defenseless and vulnerable to
enemies.  Also the Jews had completed the rebuilding of the temple
in 516 BC, yet the city walls remained in shambles.

These walls once represented power, protection and beauty to the
city of Jerusalem.  They were also there to protect the temple from
attack.  Everyone saw the problem and talked about the problem,
but no one did anything about it.  Maybe some complained how
they needed a wall for protection and perhaps some even offered
solutions on how it could be fixed, yet no one took action to build
the wall for 70 years.

Nehemiah was a Jew who had risen to a very important position in
the kingdom of Persia.  He was serving King Artaxerxes as his
personal cupbearer (verse 11).  A mighty monarch such as the king
of Persia would only select for that position a man who was honest
and trustworthy.  Nehemiah’s position reveals that God had
blessed him with the gifts and character to serve the king of Persia.

When Nehemiah heard about the condition of Jerusalem he was
concerned because he was an Israelite.  He knew that it was where
the temple was and was very important because it was the center
for the worship of God.  The city of Jerusalem represented a lot to
the Israelites and it was blessed with God’s special presence in the
temple.  Though Nehemiah was a captive in a foreign country, his
heart yearned for the Promised Land of Israel.  His heart didn’t
belong to the Persians, it belonged to God and His people.



In a similar way, as Christians, we are foreigners in this world.  Our
hearts should yearn for God and those who belong to Him.  Like
Nehemiah, we should never think this world is our home; as
Christians, our home is in heaven.  We are only passing through
this world for a short time, like foreigners visiting a foreign land.
Don’t let your heart get settled into this world, but seek the
kingdom of God.  God wants us to be willing to do whatever
He asks us to do.

N EHEM IAH 1:4-11
S o  i t  w as ,  w hen  I  heard  these  w ords ,  that  I  s at  dow n
and  w ep t ,  and  m ou rned  f or  m any  days ;  I  w as  f as t ing
and  p ray ing bef ore  the  God  o f  heav en .

And  I  s aid :  " I  p ray ,  LORD  God  o f  heav en ,  O great  and
aw esom e God ,  You  w ho  keep  You r  c ov enan t  and
m erc y  w i th  those  w ho  l ov e  You  and  observ e  You r
c om m andm ent s ,

"p l ease  l e t  You r  ear  be  at t en t i v e  and  You r  eyes  op en ,
that  You  m ay  hear  the  p rayer  o f  You r  s erv an t  w h i c h  I
p ray  bef ore  You  now , day  and  n igh t ,  f or  the  c h i ld ren
of  I s rae l  You r  s erv an t s ,  and  c on f es s  the  s in s  o f  the
c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l  w h i c h  w e  hav e  s inned  again s t  You .
Both  m y f ather 's  hou se  and  I  hav e  s inned .

"We hav e  ac t ed  v ery  c orru p t ly  again s t  You ,  and  hav e
not  kep t  the  c om m andm ent s ,  the  s t atu t es ,  nor  the
ord inanc es  w h i c h  You  c om m anded  You r  s erv an t
M oses .

"Rem em ber ,  I  p ray ,  the  w ord  that  You  c om m anded
You r  s erv an t  M oses ,  s ay ing,  ' I f  you  are  u n f ai th f u l ,  I
w i l l  s c at t er  you  am ong the  nat i ons ;



'bu t  i f  you  re tu rn  t o  M e ,  and  keep  M y
c om m andm ent s  and  do  them , thou gh  som e o f  you
w ere  c as t  ou t  t o  the  f ar thes t  p ar t  o f  the  heav ens ,  yet
I  w i l l  gather  them  f rom  there ,  and  br ing them  to  the
p lac e  w h i c h  I  hav e  c hosen  as  a dw el l ing f or  M y
nam e. '

"N ow  these  are  You r  s erv an t s  and  You r  p eop le ,  w hom
You  hav e  redeem ed  by  You r  great  p ow er ,  and  by  You r
s t rong hand .

"O Lord ,  I  p ray ,  p l ease  l e t  You r  ear  be  at t en t i v e  t o
the  p rayer  o f  You r  s erv an t ,  and  to  the  p rayer  o f  You r
serv an t s  w ho  des i re  t o  f ear  You r  nam e;  and  l e t  You r
serv an t  p rosp er  th i s  day ,  I  p ray ,  and  gran t  h im
m erc y  in  the  s i gh t  o f  th i s  m an ."  For  I  w as  the  k ing's
c u p bearer .

As you read these verses, it is obvious that Nehemiah was a man of
great character.  He had a very close relationship with God.  He was
so sad over the condition of Jerusalem and his people that he
broke down and wept, pouring out his heart to God.  For several
days he would not eat, but spent time in prayer and fasting before
God.  Nehemiah knew that God would be faithful to hear his
prayers.

Nehemiah faced a situation he knew he could not solve by himself.
But he also knew that with God all things were possible (Jeremiah
32:17).  The great and awesome God of Israel keeps His promises to
those that love and obey Him.

As Nehemiah prayed he confessed the sins of the people of Israel
and those of his own life.  Nehemiah included himself in Israel’s
sins and called himself God’s servant.   Not only was Nehemiah



claiming responsibility for the sins of Israel, but he had a
willingness to do something about it.  God wants us to be willing
to do whatever He asks us to do.

In his prayer, Nehemiah asks God to restore the nation of Israel as
He had promised.  If Israel’s people would repent and obey, then
those who were exiled would be re-gathered to Jerusalem
(Deuteronomy 30:1-5).  God had told Moses that if the nation of
Israel was unfaithful, He would scatter them from their homeland
(Deuteronomy 28:64).  God scattered them because of their
disobedience; but He would be faithful to gather them together
again in their obedience.  

God changed the heart of King Artaxerxes who had made a decree
years earlier to stop construction work in Jerusalem (Ezra 4:21).
The king was the only one who could reverse that order since all
the known lands were in his control.  Nehemiah prays that God
would allow him to have favor in the eyes of the king.  He prayed
that a door of opportunity would open to help his people in
Jerusalem.

Are you in a situation today where you need God’s help?
Remember that the God of heaven is a great and awesome God who
loves and cares for you. Nothing is beyond God’s control or
capability.  Bring your cares to Him and you will find rest and
peace.

N EHEM IAH 2:1-8
And  i t  c am e to  p as s  in  the  m onth  o f  N i san ,  in  the
tw en t i e th  year  o f  King Ar t axerxes ,  w hen  w ine  w as
bef ore  h im , that  I  t ook  the  w ine  and  gav e  i t  t o  the
k ing.  N ow  I  had  nev er  been  sad  in  h i s  p resenc e
bef ore .



Theref ore  the  k ing said  t o  m e ,  "Why i s  you r  f ac e  sad ,
s inc e  you  are  not  s i c k ? Th i s  i s  no th ing bu t  sorrow  o f
hear t ."  S o  I  bec am e d read f u l l y  af raid ,

and  said  t o  the  k ing,  "M ay  the  k ing l i v e  f orev er ! Why
shou ld  m y f ac e  not  be  sad ,  w hen  the  c i t y ,  the  p l ac e
o f  m y f athers '  t om bs ,  l i e s  w as t e ,  and  i t s  gat es  are
bu rned  w i th  f i re?"

Then  the  k ing said  t o  m e ,  "What  do  you  requ es t ?"  S o
I  p rayed  to  the  God  o f  heav en .

And  I  s aid  t o  the  k ing,  " I f  i t  p l eases  the  k ing,  and  i f
you r  s erv an t  has  f ou nd  f av or  in  you r  s i gh t ,  I  ask  that
you  send  m e to  J u dah ,  t o  the  c i t y  o f  m y f athers '
t om bs ,  that  I  m ay  rebu i ld  i t ."

Then  the  k ing said  t o  m e (the  qu een  al so  s i t t ing
bes ide  h im ),  "How  long w i l l  you r  j ou rney  be? And
w hen  w i l l  you  re tu rn?"  S o  i t  p l eased  the  k ing t o  s end
m e;  and  I  s e t  h im  a t im e .

Fu r therm ore  I  s aid  t o  the  k ing,  " I f  i t  p l eases  the
k ing,  l e t  l e t t er s  be  gi v en  t o  m e f or  the  gov ernors  o f
the  region  beyond  the  R iv er ,  that  they  m u s t  p erm i t
m e to  p as s  th rou gh  t i l l  I  c om e to  J u dah ,

"and  a l e t t er  t o  Asap h  the  keep er  o f  the  k ing's  f ores t ,
that  he  m u s t  gi v e  m e t im ber  t o  m ake  beam s  f or  the
gat es  o f  the  c i t ade l  w h i c h  p er t ain s  t o  the  t em p le ,  f or
the  c i t y  w al l ,  and  f or  the  hou se  that  I  w i l l  oc c u p y ."
And  the  k ing gran ted  them  to  m e ac c ord ing t o  the
good  hand  o f  m y God  u p on  m e.



Nehemiah was in a very special position to be able to speak to the
king.  He was the trusted cupbearer who ensured the safety and
quality of the king’s food and drink.  As Nehemiah prayed, he
looked for the right opportunity to tell the king about God’s
people.  He was ready and willing to allow God to use him to make a
difference for His people.  God wants us to be willing to d o
whatever He asks us to do.  Nehemiah couldn’t force the king to
do anything yet he waited for God to open the door.

Four months went by when the king noticed the countenance of
Nehemiah’s face.  Nehemiah was frightened when the king noticed
his sad appearance.  It was dangerous to show sorrow before the
king, who could execute anyone who displeased him.

The king confronted Nehemiah.  He wanted to know why he looked
so sad.  All of a sudden fear griped Nehemiah’s heart, yet he didn’t
allow fear to stop him from doing what God had called him to do.
Nehemiah stood before the king explaining the reason for his
sorrow.  He told of the terrible condition of his people and country.

Though unexpected, God had opened the door of opportunity for
Nehemiah to express his concerns.  Nehemiah trusted that God
would answer his prayers, which in return would give him an
opportunity to serve. God wants us to be willing to d o
whatever He asks us to do.

The king responded well to Nehemiah’s concern, and surprisingly
wants to know what should be done. Wow!  What an opportunity!
What an answer to prayer!  With little time to think, Nehemiah
quickly prayed to God.  He knew that God was in charge and ready
to listen to and answer every prayer request.



After his prayer, Nehemiah asked the king for permission to go to
Judah.  As soon as the king said yes, he began asking for additional
help to rebuild the walls.  God had worked in response to
Nehemiah’s prayers.  He allowed him to serve His people in
Jerusalem with all the resources needed to complete the job.  What
an awesome God!  Nehemiah was on his way with the king’s
blessing.

Over the years, Nehemiah had built up his relationship with the
king.  Nehemiah was a man of integrity, and the king valued him.
What a beautiful testimony of someone who serves others as unto
the Lord.  The king knew that Nehemiah would be true to his word
and return within the time frame requested.

The Heart Guy
Nehemiah loved the Lord and his people greatly.  To remind the
children about love allow them to make a “Heart Guy.”  You will
need red construction paper (for large heart), 2” x 10” strips of
construction paper (4 per child), a stapler and/or glue sticks and
an “eye, nose and mouth” template.

Prepare the large hearts before class and pass out to the children.
Give them four 2” x 10” strips of paper.  Have them fold the strips
of paper several times like an accordion.   Allow the children to cut
out the eyes, nose and mouth of their choice.  Glue them onto the
heart.  Glue the “arms and legs” (strips) onto the heart.  Optional –
Using a hole-punch, punch a hole at the top of the heart and use
yarn or string to hang up the Heart Guy.

N EHEM IAH 2:9-16
Then  I  w en t  t o  the  gov ernors  in  the  region  beyond
the  R iv er ,  and  gav e  them  the  k ing's  l e t t er s .  N ow  the
k ing had  sen t  c ap tain s  o f  the  arm y and  horsem en
w i th  m e.



When  S anbal l at  the  Horon i t e  and  Tobiah  the
Am m oni t e  o f f i c i al  heard  o f  i t ,  t hey  w ere  deep ly
d i s tu rbed  that  a m an  had  c om e to  s eek  the  w e l l -be ing
of  the  c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l .

S o  I  c am e to  J eru sal em  and  w as  there  th ree  days .

Then  I  arose  in  the  n i gh t ,  I  and  a f ew  m en  w i th  m e;  I
t o ld  no  one  w hat  m y God  had  p u t  in  m y hear t  t o  do
at  J eru sal em ; nor  w as  there  any  an im al  w i th  m e,
exc ep t  the  one  on  w h i c h  I  rode .

And  I  w en t  ou t  by  n igh t  th rou gh  the  Val l ey  Gat e  t o
the  S erp en t  Wel l  and  the  Ref u se  Gat e ,  and  v i ew ed  the
w al l s  o f  J eru sal em  w h i c h  w ere  broken  dow n  and  i t s
gat es  w h i c h  w ere  bu rned  w i th  f i re .

Then  I  w en t  on  t o  the  Fou ntain  Gat e  and  to  the  King's
Poo l ,  bu t  there  w as  no  room  f or  the  an im al  u nder  m e
to  p as s .

S o  I  w en t  u p  in  the  n i gh t  by  the  v al l ey ,  and  v i ew ed
the  w al l ;  t hen  I  t u rned  bac k  and  en tered  by  the
Val l ey  Gat e ,  and  so  re tu rned .

And  the  o f f i c i al s  d id  not  know  w here  I  had  gone  or
w hat  I  had  done ;  I  had  not  yet  t o ld  the  J ew s ,  the
p r i es t s ,  t he  nobles ,  the  o f f i c i al s ,  o r  the  o thers  w ho
d id  the  w ork .

When Nehemiah arrived in Judah, he was greeted with opposition.
There were people there who didn’t want to see the walls rebuilt.
This had been going on for 90 years by those who settled in the
area when the Jews were taken captive.  Instead of entering the
land with cheers and applause, Nehemiah is greeted with problems
and people working against him.



We can expect opposition from those who don’t have godly
interests.  When you attempt to do God’s work, some will work
against you, and some will even hope that you fail.  Be ready for
this when God is using you, but remember that God is behind you
to help and guide you as you serve Him.

Nehemiah arrived quietly in Jerusalem and spent several days
carefully observing the damage to the wall.  He kept his mission a
secret.  He surveyed the damage and estimated what it would take
to complete the job.  Only after careful planning would he be ready
to go public with his mission from God.

Nehemiah showed godly wisdom when facing difficult problems.
He got firsthand information and carefully considered what the
problem was.  Then he presented a good solution to the people.

N EHEM IAH 2:17-20
Then  I  s aid  t o  them , "You  see  the  d i s t res s  that  w e  are
in ,  how  J eru sal em  l i es  w as t e ,  and  i t s  gat es  are
bu rned  w i th  f i re .  Com e and  l e t  u s  bu i ld  the  w al l  o f
J eru sal em , that  w e  m ay  no  l onger  be  a rep roac h ."

And  I  t o ld  them  of  the  hand  o f  m y God  w h i c h  had
been  good  u p on  m e,  and  al so  o f  the  k ing's  w ords  that
he  had  sp oken  to  m e .  S o  they  said ,  "Let  u s  r i s e  u p
and  bu i ld ."  Then  they  s e t  the i r  hands  t o  th i s  good
w ork .

Bu t  w hen  S anbal l at  the  Horon i t e ,  Tobiah  the
Am m oni t e  o f f i c i al ,  and  Geshem  the  Arab heard  o f  i t ,
t hey  l au ghed  at  u s  and  desp i sed  u s ,  and  said ,  "What
i s  th i s  th ing that  you  are  do ing? Wi l l  you  rebe l
again s t  the  k ing?"



S o  I  answ ered  them , and  said  t o  them , "The  God  o f
heav en  Him se l f  w i l l  p rosp er  u s ;  theref ore  w e  Hi s
serv an t s  w i l l  ar i s e  and  bu i ld ,  bu t  you  hav e  no
her i t age  or  r i gh t  or  m em or ial  in  J eru sal em ."

For three days Nehemiah had prayed and planned to rebuild the
walls, now it was time to encourage the people to take action and
do it.  Nehemiah was committed to join with the people to
accomplish an awesome task.  God had given Nehemiah a vision to
rebuild the walls and trusted in God to complete it.

He first challenged the people to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.
Then, he told them how God’s gracious hand had granted him
favor before King Artaxerxes.  The people had settled for the walls
being destroyed, but now they were excited about the work at
hand.   God wants us to be willing to do whatever He asks u s
to do.

It did not take long for the word about the wall being repaired to
spread to the surrounding area.  The people were excited to be a
part of God’s plan.  As soon as their enemies heard the news they
began to work harder to cause problems for God’s people.

Sanballat and Tobiah began to say that the rebuilding of
Jerusalem’s walls was against the King’s wishes and that Nehemiah
was rebelling against the King.  These same enemies also laughed at
Nehemiah, saying the walls would never be rebuilt because the
damage was so extensive.

Nehemiah handled the confrontation the right way, with godly
character and wisdom.  He did not tell them he already had
permission from the king to rebuild.  Instead he simply said he had
God’s approval and that was enough.  The God of heaven would
help them rebuild the wall.  That’s all Sanballat and his friends
needed to know.  Nehemiah assured them that they would have no
part in this project.



It is easy to see how Nehemiah was a man of action, committed to
God. He was deeply concerned for God’s people and His will for
them.  Would you have responded as Nehemiah did if you had seen
such a need around you?  God wants us to be willing to d o
whatever He asks us to do.  Pray and ask God to use you for His
purposes.  Be willing and ready to respond when He does stir up
within your heart, a call for action and commitment to serve Him.

Helpers in the Classroom
Bring to class sponges, paper towels, cleanser, vacuum, etc.  Explain
to the children that it is a privilege to serve the Lord.  Everyone
worked together to build the temple and then the wall around
Jerusalem.  It is important that we work together to learn how to
take care of God’s house today.

Give each child a job.  You can have them wipe down the
chalkboard, wipe down the chairs, clean smudges off of the walls,
vacuum the floors, clean windows (if applicable), etc.  If you like,
sing a praise song while you work and make it fun.  Have small
prizes available for all of the children who have worked hard doing
the Lord’s work.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to ask the Lord to
show them what He would have them to do.  To be strong and
courageous to do what they are asked to do.  If there are any
children who have not yet responded to the gospel, give them
opportunity to do so.



Template - The Heart Man




