
Lesson 162

Why We Need Proverbs

Proverbs 1



MEMORY VERSE
PROVERBS 1:7
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but
fools despise wisdom and instruction.

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Several sheets of newspaper crumpled into wads.

String and scissors.

A baking cup for each child, a pipe cleaner and crayons or markers.

ATTENTION GETTER!

The Shield of Wisdom
To introduce today’s lesson play this fun game together.  You will
need several wadded up sheets of newspaper.  Explain that we are
going to play a game that is kind of like Dodge Ball.  One person will
stand in the center, and the rest of us will try to tag that person
with newspapers.  If you are tagged, you must pick someone to take
your place in the center, then leave the game.  Choose a volunteer
to go first and begin play.

After playing for a while tell the children that you are going to
change the rules.  The person in the middle will now be able to
choose four other people to act as “human shields.”  The people
standing in the circle still have to try to tag the center person, but
the human shields can catch the newspapers and throw them back
or hit them out of the way.  What will happen is that the center
person will probably not get tagged.  After a couple of minutes
switch to let someone else be the center person.

After playing for a while, stop the game.  Have the children pick up
the newspapers from the floor and sit back down in the circle.  Ask



them what it was like to be the center person at first.  Then ask
what it was like to be the center person after we allowed the
“human shields.”  There was protection from getting hit.  Explain
that our enemy, the devil is coming after us with fiery darts.  If we
want to be defended from them then we need to have God’s
protection.  Proverbs teaches us that if we will listen to God’s
wisdom then we will be protected from bad choices and from the
enemy.  Now imagine the four human shields being wisdom,
instruction, knowledge and understanding.

LESSON TIME!
Knowledge is a wonderful thing.  The desire to learn and
understand things is a natural part of each one of us.  We build
schools, institutes, and universities where learned professors can
teach us about the world and many other things.   It seems as
though we live in a day and age where technology has allowed us to
tap into incredible sources of information, and knowledge is
everywhere.

Knowledge is good, but there is a big difference between knowledge
(having the facts), and wisdom (applying those facts to life).  We
may increase in knowledge, but without wisdom our knowledge is
useless.  We need to be able to apply and live out what we know.  As
we study our lesson in Proverbs today we will discover our great
need for wisdom and that True wisdom comes from God.

PROVERBS  1:1-6
The p rov erbs  o f  S o lom on  the  son  o f  D av id ,  k ing o f
I s rae l :

To  know  w i sdom  and  in s t ru c t i on ,  t o  p erc e iv e  the
w ords  o f  u nders t and ing,

To  rec e iv e  the  in s t ru c t i on  o f  w i sdom , j u s t i c e ,
j u dgm ent ,  and  equ i ty ;



To giv e  p ru denc e  t o  the  s im p le ,  t o  the  you ng m an
know ledge  and  d i s c re t i on—

A w i se  m an  w i l l  hear  and  inc rease  l earn ing,  and  a
m an  o f  u nders t and ing w i l l  at t ain  w i se  c ou nse l ,

To  u nders t and  a p rov erb and  an  en igm a,  the  w ords
o f  the  w i se  and  the i r  r idd l es .

Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived, left us a treasury of
written wisdom.  God had blessed him with great wisdom, and
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he gives practical insights
and guidelines for life in the form of proverbs.  These proverbs are
short, wise, and easy to learn sayings that call a person to action.
Solomon gives us hundreds of practical examples of how to live
according to godly wisdom, which develops a closer and more
intimate relationship with God.

Proverbs begins with a clear statement of its purpose to teach us
wisdom for godly living.  God wants us to seek His wisdom so we
know how to live and how to act in every situation.  With His
wisdom we can be understanding, just, and fair in everything we
do.  Even the simple-minded can be wise, while those who are
already wise, can be made much wiser.  God desires that we use
wisdom when faced with problems.  Through Proverbs, we receive
godly instructions for wise behavior. True wisdom comes from
God.

PROVERBS  1:7
The f ear  o f  the  LORD  i s  the  beginn ing o f  know ledge ,
bu t  f oo l s  desp i s e  w i sdom  and  in s t ru c t i on .

How does a man become wise?  The first step is to trust and respect
the Lord.  In this age of information, knowledge is plentiful but
wisdom is scarce.  Wisdom means far more than simply owning a
lot of information.  Wisdom comes only from God, but the first



step in receiving wisdom is to trust and respect God.  We can have
all of the knowledge in the world and still make bad choices in our
lives and be destroyed.  We need God’s wisdom to know how to
make good choices that will help us to have a wonderful life
blessed by God.

Verse seven is the key verse here and throughout the book of
Proverbs.  If you refuse to respect God, you will only live the way of
the fool, who is right in his own eyes, only to mock at sin (see
Proverbs 12:15; 14:9).  Fools are thickheaded and stubborn,
refusing to listen to others.  They have a lack of spiritual wisdom to
make good decisions and through their arrogance they turn away
from wise counsel.  They will be hurt from their bad choices and
finally judged by God.

You cannot gain knowledge of spiritual things if you begin in the
wrong place.  Wisdom begins when you fear the Lord.  Recognize
God’s character and respond by revering, trusting, worshiping,
obeying, and serving Him.  Apart from Him, you cannot understand
spiritual things.  Trust in God and He will make you truly wise.
True wisdom comes from God.  Search for wisdom as for
hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the Lord
(Proverbs 2:4-5).

PROVERBS  1:8-9
M y son ,  hear  the  in s t ru c t i on  o f  you r  f ather ,  and  do
not  f or sake  the  l aw  o f  you r  m other ;

For  they  w i l l  be  a grac ef u l  ornam ent  on  you r  head ,
and  c hains  abou t  you r  nec k .

Parents have a big responsibility to teach and train their children
in the ways of the Lord.  Children learn values, morals, and what is
important by observing how their parents act and react to
situations everyday.  If parents live out a deep respect for God,
their children will develop the same attitude.  This was the



encouragement of these parents for their son.  That he would apply
his heart to his parents’ wise sayings, and wear the ornament of
their wise counsel and teaching in his life.

Also we can learn from these verses how to be good parents
ourselves.  We need to find our answers and wisdom in God’s Word.
Whether or not we become parents in the future, we can never go
wrong when we learn God’s Word and put His wisdom into
practice.

We live in a day and age where the ornaments of body piercing and
tattoos adorn the youth of today.  Why not adorn ourselves with
the ornament of God’s wisdom, beginning with trust and reverence
for Him?  These things will truly catch someone’s eye, since it is so
different from the world.

PROVERBS  1:10-19
M y son ,  i f  s inners  en t i c e  you ,  do  not  c onsen t .

I f  t hey  say ,  “Com e w i th  u s ,  l e t  u s  l i e  in  w ai t  t o  shed
blood ;  l e t  u s  lu rk  s ec ret l y  f or  the  innoc en t  w i thou t
c au se ;

Let  u s  sw al l ow  them  al i v e  l i k e  S heo l ,  and  w ho le ,  l i k e
those  w ho  go  dow n  to  the  Pi t ;

We shal l  f i nd  al l  k inds  o f  p rec iou s  p os ses s i ons ,  w e
shal l  f i l l  ou r  hou ses  w i th  sp o i l ;

Cas t  in  you r  l o t  am ong u s ,  l e t  u s  al l  hav e  one
p u rse”—

M y son ,  do  not  w alk  in  the  w ay  w i th  them , keep  you r
f oot  f rom  the i r  p ath ;



For  the i r  f ee t  ru n  t o  ev i l ,  and  they  m ake  has t e  t o
shed  blood .

S u re ly ,  i n  v ain  the  net  i s  sp read  in  the  s i gh t  o f  any
bi rd ;

Bu t  they  l i e  in  w ai t  f or  the i r  ow n  blood ,  they  lu rk
sec ret l y  f or  the i r  ow n  l i v es .

S o  are  the  w ays  o f  ev eryone  w ho  i s  greedy  f or  gain ;  i t
t akes  aw ay  the  l i f e  o f  i t s  ow ners .

Pressure to sin from other people can be hard to overcome,
especially when you are enticed by those who are very persuasive.
These verses give us a strong warning to avoid those who want to
pull you into wicked and evil ways of living.  Maybe there is
someone who you are calling a “friend” who wants you to do bad
things.  These people are not really friends.  We need to be strong
and remain close to the Lord.  God wants His people to set the
example for others.  

Sin can look good because it makes us feel like we can be one of the
crowd.  When we decide to go along with others and refuse to listen
to the truth, our own fleshly appetites become our masters, and we
will do anything to satisfy them.  We need to be very careful not to
listen to those who would try to talk us into doing bad things.  They
really don’t care about God or care about us.  They just want us to
join them.  Sin destroys people and the devil wants to destroy as
many people as he can.  He will destroy us if we let him.

But sin, even though it may be attractive, it is deadly!  We need to
consider the consequences that our sin will bring us.  We need to
stay away from those who want to draw us into activities that we
know are wrong.  Do not even go near those people who would try
to lead you that way.  Hang around friends that truly care about
you and want to see you grow in your relationship with the Lord.



Our only alternative is to turn and run from sin.  We cannot be
friendly with sin and expect our lives to remain unaffected.  Being
with those who seek to harm others for gain or pleasure will
eventually bring harm to you.  When a bird sees a trap set, it stays
away (verse 17).  A wise person will not run around with fools.

Double-minded Duos
This game will teach the children about peer pressure and the need
to be single minded about our commitment to the Lord.  For this
game you will need string and scissors.  Have the children form
pairs.  Gently tie the partners together at the knees with string.
Explain that this is a SILENT game and NO talking is allowed.

When everyone is ready explain that you will be calling out
commands for the children to follow as pairs.  Here are some
examples of commands you can give:

1. Skip around the room backwards
2. Hop up and down three times
3. Lie on your side
4. Hop around in a circle

You can make up your own commands as well.  The book of James
(often called the Proverbs of the New Testament) tells us that we
should not be double-minded.  Ask the children if they had
difficulty following the commands as partners.  They all should
have had a struggle.  Explain that when two people, with two minds
want to do something two different ways then it becomes difficult
to get it done.  We need to be careful about who we hang around
with.  We learn from Proverbs that whom we choose as friends is
very important.  We need to be single-minded, serving the Lord.  If
we hang out with others who want to sin and do bad things then
they may cause us to be double-minded.  Let’s hang out with
friends who think like Jesus!



PROVERBS  1:20-27
Wisdom  c al l s  al ou d  ou t s ide ;  she  rai s es  her  v o i c e  in
the  op en  squ ares .

S he  c r i es  ou t  in  the  c h i e f  c onc ou rses ,  at  the
op en ings  o f  the  gat es  in  the  c i t y  she  sp eaks  her
w ords :

“How  long,  you  s im p le  ones ,  w i l l  you  l ov e  s im p l i c i t y ?
For  s c orners  de l i gh t  in  the i r  s c orn ing,  and  f oo l s  hat e
know ledge .

Tu rn  at  m y rebu ke ;  su re ly  I  w i l l  p ou r  ou t  m y sp i r i t
on  you ;  I  w i l l  m ake  m y w ords  know n  to  you .

Bec au se  I  hav e  c al l ed  and  you  re f u sed ,  I  hav e
s t re t c hed  ou t  m y hand  and  no  one  regarded ,

Bec au se  you  d i sdained  al l  m y  c ou nse l ,  and  w ou ld
hav e  none  o f  m y rebu ke ,

I  a l so  w i l l  l au gh  at  you r  c al am i ty ;  I  w i l l  m oc k  w hen
you r  t er ror  c om es ,

When  you r  t er ror  c om es  l i k e  a s t orm , and  you r
des t ru c t i on  c om es  l i k e  a w h i r lw ind ,  w hen  d i s t res s
and  angu i sh  c om e u p on  you .

Solomon speaks of wisdom as one who shouts in the streets to get
our attention.  It’s a beautiful picture of God’s desire to share His
wisdom with us.  God’s wisdom is in this world giving out
invitations to people to come and enjoy.  To receive wisdom and a
great life blessed by the Lord.  God has given us His wisdom in the
book of Proverbs, and if we listen to His wisdom we can become
wise.  Wisdom calls out to each one of us and desires to help us to
live for Jesus.



Some people might think that a fool is someone who isn’t very
smart.  A fool can be a smart person who has knowledge, but they
make bad choices.  They don’t want anything to do with God and
His Word.  They are neither dumb nor stupid.  A foolish person is
unable to tell right from wrong or good from bad.  With a deaf ear
towards God’s Word and His instruction, the foolish person
despises the knowledge and wisdom of God. True wisdom comes
from God.

PROVERBS  1:28-33
“Then  they  w i l l  c al l  on  m e,  bu t  I  w i l l  no t  answ er ;
they  w i l l  s eek  m e d i l i gen t ly ,  bu t  they  w i l l  no t  f ind
m e.

Bec au se  they  hat ed  know ledge  and  d id  not  c hoose
the  f ear  o f  the  LORD ,

They  w ou ld  hav e  none  o f  m y c ou nse l  and  desp i sed
m y ev ery  rebu ke .

Theref ore  they  shal l  eat  the  f ru i t  o f  the i r  ow n  w ay ,
and  be  f i l l ed  t o  the  f u l l  w i th  the i r  ow n  f anc i es .

For  the  tu rn ing aw ay  o f  the  s im p le  w i l l  s l ay  them ,
and  the  c om p lac enc y  o f  f oo l s  w i l l  des t roy  them ;

Bu t  w hoev er  l i s t ens  t o  m e w i l l  dw el l  s af e ly ,  and  w i l l
be  s ec u re ,  w i thou t  f ear  o f  ev i l .”

There are serious problems that will come to those who don’t want
anything to do with God’s wisdom.  What is the fool going to do
when troubles come?  Who will they turn to?  Problems will come to
everyone in this life.  The foolish man in Jesus’ parable was the
man who built his house on the sand.  When the storm came his
house was destroyed.  To build our lives on this world or anything
other than Jesus is to build our lives on sand.  They will be



destroyed when the storms come.  But to build our lives on Jesus is
like the wise man that built his house on a rock.  When the storms
came it stood firm and strong.

To hear wisdom’s advice we must be willing to listen.  We should
not let pride stand in our way.  Our pride causes us to think more
highly of our wisdom and desires.  If we think we are wiser than
God is, we have fallen into foolish pride, and that’s a dangerous
place to be.

For the Lord grants wisdom!  His every Word is a treasure of
knowledge and understanding (Proverbs 2:6).  Through His
wisdom, He gives us safety and peace.  The fool will only suffer
through the wake of trails and despair to experience the full terrors
of the pathway they have chosen.  The knowledge of this world will
only bring disappointment.

Again the place we start to get wisdom is by fearing the Lord.  True
wisdom comes from God.  Wisdom is God’s gift to us.  In James 1
we are told that if we lack wisdom all we have to do is to ask the
Lord for it and He will give it to us.  I find that I need to ask for
God’s wisdom every day.  How about you?  

Through reverence and trust in God, we will begin to discover true
wisdom.  It will keep us from evil and lead us to a holy life,
protecting us from a life of folly in every circumstance.  True
wisdom comes from God.
 
The Wisdom Umbrella
For this craft you will need a baking cup for each child, a pipe
cleaner and crayons or markers.  Have children each color their
own design on the outside of the baking cup, turn it upside down,
and slide a pipe cleaner through the center.  Show them how to
make a small loop in the pipe cleaner above the cup and a curve in
the pipe cleaner at the other end to make it look like an umbrella.



Explain that God gives us His wisdom, which is like an umbrella or
protection for us.  We should desire God’s wisdom above anything
else because it will protect us.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to fear the Lord and
ask for wisdom every day.  If there are any children who have not
yet responded to the gospel, give them opportunity to do so.




