
Lesson 200

A Day Of Wrath 
And A Day Of Joy

Zephaniah



MEMORY VERSE
ZEPHANIAH 2:3
“Seek the LORD, all you meek of the earth, who have upheld
His justice.  Seek righteousness, seek humility.  It may be
that you will be hidden in the day of the LORD’S anger.”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Bibles, children’s music cassette/CD and player, a chalk/dry erase
board, chalk/dry erase marker and an eraser.

Grapefruit juice, apple juice and enough small cups for every child
in your class.

White and black construction paper, glue sticks, scissors, large
tongue depressors and markers.

ATTENTION GETTER!

Hot Potato Prophets
Use this game to review with the children the books of the Major
and Minor Prophets found in the Old Testament (Isaiah through
Malachi).  You will need Bibles, children’s music cassette/CD and
player, a chalk/dry erase board, chalk/dry erase markers and an
eraser.  Begin by printing the names of the Major and Minor
Prophets in order on the chalkboard.

Have the students sit on the floor in a circle.  Choose a volunteer
(or if everyone wants to play you can do this) to read the book
names aloud from the board.  Explain that the first 5 books are the
Major Prophets because they are longer than the last 12 books of
the Old Testament, which are the Minor Prophets.  The students
will then play a game of Hot Potato, passing the eraser while the
music plays.  When the music stops, say either “Major Prophets” or
“Minor Prophets.”  The student with the eraser should then go to



the board and erase a book from either of those divisions.  After
that have all of the children together read the names of all of the
books, remembering the erased name.  This will help them to
commit to memory the order of these books.  Continue playing
until all books are erased and students can repeat all of the books
from memory.

LESSON TIME!
About 100 years before Zephaniah became a prophet, another
prophet by the name of Isaiah spoke out against the people of
Israel because of their disobedience to God.  Because of God’s
coming judgment on His people, Isaiah pleaded with them to turn
away from their wicked ways and return to the Lord.  Simply said,
Isaiah told them to, “Seek the Lord while He may be found and call
upon Him while He is near” (Isaiah 55:6-7).  

One hundred years later, Israel experienced God’s judgment
because they refused to repent of their sins, and turn to God.  As
we read through the book of Zephaniah, we see the same situation
with the Southern Kingdom, Judah.  Several years earlier the
nation of Israel had split into two nations - the Northern Kingdom
and the Southern Kingdom.  God judged Israel (the Northern
Kingdom) through the nation of Assyria and God was now about to
judge Judah (the Southern Kingdom) for their disobedience.  

You would think that God’s people in Judah would have learned
from Israel’s mistake, as they were taken captive and made
servants under the control of Assyria.  Zephaniah would proclaim
the same message as many prophets before him, “Seek the Lord,
seek righteousness and seek humility.  Perhaps you will be hidden
in the day of His anger” (Zephaniah 2:3).  God only wanted His
people to turn back to Him and He would bless them.  The result of
their sin would be captivity and bondage, but they loved their sin
more than they loved God.



In our lesson today, we will see that God will punish the wicked,
but He is also patient and longsuffering with those who sin against
Him.  He will always provide everyone with the opportunity to
repent and turn from his or her sins. God is faithful to forgive
when we turn to Him.  It’s never too late to make a fresh start
with God.  Though the judgment of God was certain, He promised
to preserve a remnant of His people in Judah who would continue
to serve Him faithfully.

Z EPHAN IAH 1:2-5,  17-18;  3:1-7
" I  w i l l  u t t er l y  c onsu m e ev ery th ing f rom  the  f ac e  o f
the  l and ,"  S ays  the  LORD ;

" I  w i l l  c onsu m e m an  and  beas t ;  I  w i l l  c onsu m e the
bi rd s  o f  the  heav ens ,  the  f i sh  o f  the  s ea,  and  the
s tu m bl ing bloc k s  along w i th  the  w i c ked .  I  w i l l  c u t  o f f
m an  f rom  the  f ac e  o f  the  l and ,"  S ays  the  LORD .

" I  w i l l  s t re t c h  ou t  m y hand  again s t  J u dah ,  And
agains t  al l  t he  inhabi t an t s  o f  J eru sal em . I  w i l l  c u t  o f f
ev ery  t rac e  o f  Baal  f rom  th i s  p l ac e ,  the  nam es  o f  the
ido lat rou s  p r i es t s  w i th  the  p agan  p r i es t s ;

Those  w ho  w orsh ip  the  hos t  o f  heav en  on  the
hou setop s ;  those  w ho  w orsh ip  and  sw ear  oaths  by  the
LORD , bu t  w ho  al so  sw ear  by  M i l c om ;

1:17-18
" I  w i l l  br ing d i s t res s  u p on  m en ,  and  they  shal l  w alk
l i ke  bl ind  m en ,  bec au se  they  hav e  s inned  again s t  the
LORD ; the i r  blood  shal l  be  p ou red  ou t  l i k e  du s t ,  and
the i r  f l esh  l i k e  re f u se ."

N e i ther  the i r  s i l v er  nor  the i r  go ld  shal l  be  abl e  t o
de l i v er  them  in  the  day  o f  the  Lord 's  w rath ;  Bu t  the
w hole  l and  shal l  be  dev ou red  by  the  f i re  o f  Hi s



j ealou sy ,  f or  He  w i l l  m ake  sp eedy  r iddanc e  o f  al l
those  w ho  dw el l  i n  the  l and .

3:1-7
Woe to  her  w ho  i s  rebe l l i ou s  and  p o l lu t ed ,  t o  the
op p res s ing c i t y !

S he  has  not  obeyed  Hi s  v o i c e ,  she  has  not  rec e i v ed
c orrec t i on ;  she  has  not  t ru s t ed  in  the  LORD , she  has
not  d raw n  near  t o  her  God .

Her  p r inc es  in  her  m ids t  are  roar ing l i ons ;  her
ju dges  are  ev en ing w o lv es  that  l eav e  not  a bone  t i l l
m orn ing.

Her  p rop het s  are  in so l en t ,  t reac herou s  p eop le ;  her
p r i es t s  hav e  p o l lu t ed  the  sanc tu ary ,  they  hav e  done
v io l enc e  t o  the  l aw .

The  LORD  i s  r i gh t eou s  in  her  m ids t ,  He  w i l l  do  no
u nr igh teou snes s .  Ev ery  m orn ing He  br ings  Hi s  j u s t i c e
to  l i gh t ;  He  nev er  f ai l s ,  bu t  the  u n ju s t  know s  no
sham e.

" I  hav e  c u t  o f f  nat i ons ,  the i r  f or t res ses  are
dev as t at ed ;  I  hav e  m ade the i r  s t reet s  deso l at e ,  w i th
none p as s ing by .  The i r  c i t i es  are  des t royed ;  There  i s
no  one ,  no  inhabi t an t .

I  s aid ,  'S u re ly  you  w i l l  f ear  M e ,  you  w i l l  r ec e i v e
in s t ru c t i on ' ;  S o  that  her  dw el l ing w ou ld  not  be  c u t
o f f ,  desp i t e  ev ery th ing f or  w h i c h  I  p u n i shed  her .  Bu t
they  rose  ear ly  and  c orru p ted  al l  t he i r  deeds .



Zephaniah prophesied in the days of Josiah, king of Judah.  Josiah
was a godly king who sought after God to lead the people in a great
revival (2 Kings 22:1-23:25).  Zephaniah helped the revival by
warning the people that judgment would come if they did not turn
from their sins.  Although this great revival brought the nation
toward God, it would only last a short time.  Twelve years later
Judah was conquered by Babylon and sent into exile.  

What happened to the people of Judah?  Why did they ignore God’s
warning?  They refused to listen either because they doubted God’s
prophet, thinking he was not from God, or because they doubted
God Himself and thus did not believe He would do what He said.
Do we listen to God’s Word and then think He is not really serious
about how He wants us to live our lives?  Possibly the people of
Judah did not think that God would really judge them for their sin.  

God sent Zephaniah to warn His people and encourage them to
turn from their own ways and turn to God.  God is faithful t o
forgive when we turn to Him.  Zephaniah spoke God’s Word and
proclaimed certain judgment and horrible punishment for all that
would defy the Lord (Zephaniah 1:2-28).

The people of God had become loyal to many different gods,
worshipping the Lord as well as all the pagan gods of the land.
They added the best of pagan worship to true faith in God.  They
allowed the influence of the surrounding nations to make them
stray in their devotion from the true God, thus making them
corrupted.  Their worship of other gods got so bad that they were
doing horrible and evil things to one another and their own
children all in the name of worship.  Serving idols is a cruel and a
sad life, but Judah would not turn from them.   

Zephaniah’s prophecy of judgment would be twofold, one for the
near future (verses 7 and 14) and another for the distant future
(verse 18).  The surrounding nations of Judah were warned of the
judgment of God (2:4-5), but Jerusalem, a rebellious and polluted



people, was singled out for God’s punishment (3:1-7).  God would
prepare Judah like a sacrifice, making her ready for the slaughter,
much like the sacrificial animals were when they were prepared
(verse 7).

Sin Vs. Obedience
You will need grapefruit juice, apple juice and enough small cups
for all the children in your class.  Before class prepare several small
cups with grapefruit juice (enough for half of your class).  Prepare
several more with apple juice (the other half of your class).  Pass
out the cups to the children and ask them to take a drink.  After
they have taken a drink have the children who received the
grapefruit juice stand up.  Ask them how it tasted (sour, yucky,
etc.).  Next, have the apple juice drinkers stand up and ask them
how it tasted (sweet, good, etc.).

Explain that sin and obedience is somewhat like the grapefruit
juice and the apple juice.  Sin is sour and may seem OK at first, but
it is bad.  But obedience is sweet and good like the apple juice.

Z EPHAN IAH 2:1-3;  3:14-20
Gather  you rse l v es  t ogether ,  yes ,  gather  t ogether ,  O
u ndes i rabl e  nat i on ,

Bef ore  the  dec ree  i s  i s su ed ,  or  the  day  p as ses  l i k e
c haf f ,  be f ore  the  Lord 's  f i erc e  anger  c om es  u p on  you ,
bef ore  the  day  o f  the  Lord 's  anger  c om es  u p on  you !

S eek  the  LORD , al l  you  m eek  o f  the  ear th ,  w ho  hav e
u p held  Hi s  j u s t i c e .  S eek  r i gh t eou snes s ,  s eek
hu m i l i t y .  I t  m ay  be  that  you  w i l l  be  h idden  in  the
day  o f  the  Lord 's  anger .



S ing,  O dau gh ter  o f  Z i on ! S hou t ,  O I s rae l ! Be  gl ad  and
re jo i c e  w i th  al l  you r  hear t ,  O dau gh ter  o f  J eru sal em !

The  LORD  has  t aken  aw ay  you r  j u dgm ent s ,  He  has
c as t  ou t  you r  enem y. The  King o f  I s rae l ,  t he  LORD , i s
in  you r  m ids t ;  you  shal l  s ee  d i sas t er  no  m ore .

In  that  day  i t  shal l  be  said  t o  J eru sal em : "D o  not
f ear ;  Z i on ,  l e t  no t  you r  hands  be  w eak .

The  LORD  you r  God  in  you r  m ids t ,  t he  M igh ty  One ,
w i l l  s av e ;  He  w i l l  r e j o i c e  ov er  you  w i th  gl adnes s ,  He
w i l l  qu i e t  you  w i th  Hi s  l ov e ,  He  w i l l  r e j o i c e  ov er  you
w i th  s inging."

" I  w i l l  gather  those  w ho  sorrow  ov er  the  ap p o in t ed
as sem bly ,  w ho  are  am ong you ,  t o  w hom  i t s  rep roac h
i s  a bu rden .

Beho ld ,  at  that  t im e I  w i l l  deal  w i th  al l  w ho  af f l i c t
you ;  I  w i l l  s av e  the  l am e,  and  gather  those  w ho  w ere
dr iv en  ou t ;  I  w i l l  ap p o in t  them  f or  p rai s e  and  f am e
in  ev ery  l and  w here  they  w ere  p u t  t o  sham e.

At  that  t im e I  w i l l  br ing you  bac k ,  ev en  at  the  t im e I
gather  you ;  For  I  w i l l  gi v e  you  f am e and  p rai s e
am ong al l  t he  p eop les  o f  the  ear th ,  w hen  I  re tu rn
you r  c ap t i v es  bef ore  you r  eyes ,"  S ays  the  LORD .

The day of God’s judgment for the near future did come when
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, conquered Jerusalem in the
summer of 586 BC.  He not only conquered it, he destroyed it.  God
was true to His word.  The people would not turn to God so they
suffered the results of their sin.  When God tells us something, we
need to listen and learn.  



As we study the prophets in the Old Testament we always see that
when they talk about judgment for God’s people, they always
follow it with the promise of forgiveness and restoration.  God i s
faithful to forgive when we turn to Him.  It would be no
different for Judah.  There is hope for those who turn away from
their sin and turn to God.

God’s judgment on Judah came with plenty of warning so the
people had no excuse.  There was still time to avoid judgment, but
they refused.  The people simply had to turn from their wicked
ways, humble themselves, and obey God (2:1-3).  God would be
faithful to forgive them, giving them the opportunity to return to
their heavenly Father, completely restored to fellowship with Him
again.

Although God said He would destroy Judah, He also promised to
save a remnant to keep His original covenant to preserve
Abraham’s descendants (Genesis 17:4-8).  He is always faithful to
keep His word.  Those who humbled themselves and sought God’s
forgiveness were forgiven.  God is faithful to forgive when w e
turn to Him.  Zephaniah’s prophecy started out with judgment,
but it ended with hope.

In the last days, when God’s judgment comes upon all of the earth,
He will judge all people according to their deeds (Revelation 20:12).
God will bring justice upon the earth and evildoers will be
punished and the obedient will be blessed.  It’s a day of hope for all
who long for God’s righteous ways, because it is He who will bring
salvation to all who has sought His forgiveness.  There will be a new
day when God is going to bless His people.

Zephaniah’s message of doom in the beginning of the book
becomes a message of hope by the end (3:14-20).  When God
restores the nations to Himself, He will also turn from wrath to
bless His chosen nation Israel.  Though God must punish sin, He is
full of mercies and is always true to His promise.  Just as God’s



judgment will come to pass, His mercies will abound even more to
save those who will humbly seek His forgiveness. God is faithful
to forgive when we turn to Him.

Not only will God’s people rejoice that He has removed His
judgment, the Lord Himself will be singing with delight and joy
over His people (verse 17).  Oh how the Lord loves His people,
blessing those who seek His loving kindness and mercies.  He turns
our life of gloom and doom into a wonderful life of hope and
salvation.  It is He who will deliver His people from sin, to gather us
into His glorious presence (v. 20).

Everyone has an opportunity to be forgiven of his or her sins.  We
are never beyond God’s grace and mercy.  He will always accept us
when we turn to Him to receive His love and mercy.  He will always
be faithful to forgive (1 John 1:9).  We can all learn from those who
chose to rebel against God, refusing to accept His offer for a blessed
life.  Those who turned to God were never disappointed.

God is so patient with us!  Hopefully you will see that He is full of
mercy.  He is patient and longsuffering.  He is patient and merciful
to each of us.  The fact that God has not judged each one of us
today is because of His mercy and grace.  He wants us to turn to
Him and we will find wonderful forgiveness when we do.  He will
separate our sin from us a far as the east is from the west.  It is His
kindness that is meant to lead us to repentance (Romans 2:4).  God
is faithful to forgive when we turn to Him.  Turn to Him
today, and you will find Him faithful to do as He promised; He will
bless your life.

Take a U-turn!
This craft will help the children remember the importance of
repentance, or turning away from sin and turning towards God.
You will need white and black construction paper, glue sticks,
scissors, large tongue depressors and markers.



Give each student a sheet of white construction paper.  Have them
round the edges so it will look like a traffic sign.  Next, using black
construction paper have them cut thin strips to make a border and

an arrow representing a U-turn.  

Glue the strips and the arrow onto the white sheet of
construction paper.  Make sure to leave enough room at

the bottom to write the theme of today’s lesson and/or the
memory verse.  Glue a large tongue depressor to the bottom of the
sign.  You may need to glue an additional sheet to the backside of
the sign to make it sturdy.

Use this craft as an opportunity to talk to the class about the
importance of turning from our sin and turning to God.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of commitment to follow God and
obey Him no matter what.  If there are children who know Jesus,
yet perhaps are following their own ways and not the Lord’s give
them an opportunity to recommit themselves to Him.  If there are
any children who have not yet responded to the gospel, give them
opportunity to do so.




